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EXCELLENT TREATISE 
F 


O 
FIRE 2 SAL T- 
Compoſed by the Lord Blaiſe of 


VIGENERE. 


The firſt part. 


TT HAGORAS who of all Pagans was un- 
| doubtedly, by common conſent and appro- 
| bation, held to have made more protound 
| ſearch, and with leſs incertainty penetrated 
into rhe ſecrets as well of Divinity, as of Na= 
, = ture, having quaffed full draughts from the 
EX living ſource ot Moſaicall Traditions, amid'(t 
his dacke ſentences, where, accordlng to the Letter, he touched 
one thing, and myſtically underſtood and comprited another; 
(wherein he imitates the Egyptians and Chaldeans, or rather,the 
Hebrewes, from whence all theirs proceeded) he here ſets downe 
theſe two : Not to ſpeake of God without Light ; and to apply 
Salt in all his Sacrifices and Offerings ; which he borrowed 
word for word from Aoſes, as we ſhall hereafter declare, For 
our intention is here to Treat of Fire and of Salt, 
And that upon the 9, of Saint _ rkegver.49, Every man yu 
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be ſalted with Fire, and .every Sacrifice ſpall be ſalted with Salt. 
Wherein foure things come to be ſpecified, Man, and Sacrifice, 
Fire, and Salt ; which yet are reduced to two, comprehending 
under them, the other two, Man and Sacrifice, Fire and Salt, in 
reſpeRt of the conformitie they beare each to other. 
1s the beginning God created Heaven and Earth, this ſaid Moſes 
on the entrance upon Geneſis. Whereupon the Jew Ariſtobulus, 
and ſome Ecthniques willing to ſhew that Pythagoras and Plato 
had read Moſes bookes, and from thence drawne the greatelt part 
of their moſt ſecret Philoſophy, alledged that which 29ſes 
ſhould have ſaid,that the heaven and the earth were firſt created; 
Plato in his Timews, after, T imewus Locrienſaid that God firtt 
aſſembled Fire and Earth, to build an univerſe thereof, (we will 
ſhew it moreſenſibly of Zobar inthe Weik of a Candle lighted, 
for all conſiſts of light, being the firſt of all Creatures.) Thele 
Philoſophers prefappoſing that the World confifted (as indeed 
it doth) ofthe foure Elements, which are as well in heaven, and 
yet higher, as in the earth, and lower, butin a diverſe manner. 
The cwo higheſt, Aire and Fire, being compriſed under the 
name of Heaven and of the FtherealIRegion: forthe word «2, 
comes from the verbe 1» to ſhine, and to enflame,the two pro- 
prieties of theſe Elements. Andunder the word Earth, the two 
lower, Earth and Water, incorporated into one Globe. Bur 
although Afoſes ſer Heaven before Earth ; (and obferve here that 
in all Geneſis he toucheth ar nothing but things ſenſible, but not 
of intelſigible things; which is a point apart) for concerning 
this, there is no good agreement between Jewes and Chriſtians; 
Saint Chryſoſteme in his firſt Homily, Obſerve alitcle with what 
dignity the Divine Nature comes to ſhine in his manner of pro- 
ceeding to the creation of things, ForGod contrary to Artiſts 
in building his Edifice, ſtretched ont firſt the heavens round a- 
bour, afterwards planted theearth below. 
Hee wrovght firſt at the head, and afterwards came to the 
' foundation. Bur it is the Hebrewes caſtome, that when they 
. ſpeake moſt of a thing, they ordinarily = the laſt in order, 
- which they pretend to touch firſt; And the ſame is here praiſed, 
where Heaven is alledged before Earth, which he comes to dif 
cry immediately after. Tek | 
1s the beginning God created Heaven and Eanb, and the Earth 
Wa 
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wa without Forme and void , Saint Matthewuſeth the ſame, upon 
the entrance to his Goſpel, T be Booke of the Generation of Feſws 
Chriſt the ſon of David, the ſon of Abraham, Abrgbam begat Iſaac, 
&c. For it is well knowne, that Abraham was a long time before 
David ; Otherwiſe it ſcemes, 'that doſes would particularly 
demonſtrate, that the Earth was made before the Heaven, by the 
Creation of man, that is, the Image and pourtrait of the great 
World, for that in the fecond of Geneſss, God formed man of the 
ſlime ofthe earth, (that isto ſay,) his body which it repreſents; 
and afterwards breathed in ht face the ſpirit, or breath of life * that 
carrieth him backe to heaven , whereunto ſuits that which is 
written in the 1 tothe Cor, 15. The firft man from theearth is earth= 
ly, and the ſecond man from heaven ts heavenly : the firſt man Adam 
wat made a living ſowle , and the laſt Adam, a quickning ſpirit. 
Whereto the Generation of the Creature relates, whoſix weeks 
after the Conception, is nothing but a maſſe of informed fleſh, 
till the ſoule that is infuſed from above, doth vivitie it, 

Moreover the foure Elements (whereof all is ſhade) confifts 
of foure qualities, Hot and Drie, Cold and Moift 5 twoofthem 
are bound up ineach of them : Earth, that is to fay, Cold and 
Dry', the Water, Cold and Moiſt; the Ajre, Moiſt and Hot; the 
Fire, Hot and Dry : whence it comes to joine with the earth; 
for the Elements are circular, as Hermes would have ir; each 
being ana =p with two ethers,with whom it agreeth in one of 
their qualities z which is thereunto appropriate : as Earth be- 
twixt Fire and Water, participates with the Fire in drynefle,and 
with Water incoldneſſe; and fo ofthe reſt. 

Man then which is the Image of the great World, and there- 
from is called the Microcoſme, or little World, as the World 
which is made after the refemblance ofhis Archetype, is called 
the great man 3 being compoſed of foure Elements, fhall have 
alſo its heaven and its earth ; The foule, and underſtanding, 
are its heaven, the body and ſenſuality, itsearth : 'So that to 
know the heaven and earth of man, is to have true and 
entire knowledge of all the Univerſe, and of the Nature of 
things, 

= ac the knowledge of the ſenfible World, we come to that 
of the Creator, and'the Intelligible worldz by the Creature, 
the Creator is underſtood, faith Sen Anguſtine, Firethen gives 
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4 An excelent Treatiſe 
motion to the body, Aire feeling, Water nouriſhment, and 
Earth ſubſiſtence. Moreover heaven delignes the intelligible 
world, theearth the ſenſible : Each of them is ſubdivided into 
two,(in every caſe I ſpeake not but after Z»har and the ancient 
Rabbins, ) The intelligible into Paradiſe and Hcl; and the 
ſenſible, to the Celeſtiall and Elementary world : Upon this 
paſſage Origen makes a faire diſcourſeat the entry on Geneſis, 
that God ficlt mad: the heaven or the intelligible world, follow- 
ing that which is ſpoken in the 66, of Eſay, Heaven 3s my ſeat and 
Earth my footſtoole z Or rather it is God in whom the world dwel- 
leth, and notthe world which is Gods habitation: For in him 
we live, move, and have our beeing ; for the true ſeatand habitation 
of God, is his proper eſſence: and before the Creation of the 
World, as Rabbi Eliezer ſets downe, in his Chapters, there was 
nothing but the eſſence of God, and his name;which arebut one 
thing : Then afcer the heaven, or the intelligible world, Origen 
purſues, God made tbe Firmament,that is to ſay,this ſenſible world; 
torevery body hath I know not what firmneſſe and ſolidi ty, 
and all ſolidity is corporal; and as that which God propoſed to 
make, conſiſteth of Body and of Spirit,tor this cauſe it is written, 
that God firſt made the Heaven, thatiis to ſay, all ſpirituall ſyb- 
ftance, upon which, as upon a certaine throne, hee repoſeth 
himſelfe. The Firmament for our regard is the body, which 
Zohar calleth the Temple, and the Apoſtle allo, Yee are Gods 
Temple, 1 Cor. 3. 17, And the Heaven, which is ſpiricuall, is 
our ſoule, andthe inner man; the Firmamentis the external], 
that neither ſeeth, nor knoweth God but ſenſibly. So that man 
is double, an animall, and fpirituall body, the one Internall, 
Spiritual], Inviſible ; that which Saint HZarke in this place de- 
ſigneth for man; the other Externall, Corporall, Animal, which 
he denotes by the Sacrifice which comprehendeth not the things 
that are of the Spirit of God, but the Spirituall diſcerneth all . 
So that the exteriour man is an ariimal compared tobrute beaſts, 
whereout they tooke their offerings for Sacrifices; Heiscom- 
pared to fooliſh Beaſts, and is made like them; for a man hath 
no more thena Beaſt : we muſt underſtand the Carnall, and A 
nimall, that conſiſts of this viſible body, that dyeth as well as 
Beaſts , are corropt and returne to Earth « Whence Plato faid 
very well, that which is ſcene of man, is not man properly, And 
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the firſt of Alcibiader,yet more diſtintly,that Man is Tknow not 
whatelſe, then his body, namely his ſoule, as it followes after- 
wards. That whick Cicero borrowed out of Scipiv's dreame ; 
But underſtand it thus, that thou art not mortall, but this body ; 
thou art not that, which this forme declares, but every mans 
minde is himſelfe, not that figure which may be demonſtrated 
by the finger: And the Philoſopher Anaxarchws while the Ty- 
rant Nicocreon of Cyprus, cauſed him to be brayed ina great Mar- 
ble Morter, cried out with a loud voice, Stampe hard, bruiſe the 
barke of Anaxarchus, for it u not him that thos ftampeſt. 

But will it be permitted for me here, to bring ſomething of 
Aetubales? All that is, is either Inviſible, or Viſible; Intelle- 
Raall, or Senſible; Agent,and Patient; Forme, and Matter; Spi- 
rit, and Body ; the Interivur and the Exteciour man; Fire, and 
Water, that which ſeeth,and that which is ſeen. 

But. that which ſeeth is much more excellent and more worthy 
then that which is ſeen, and there is nothing that ſeeth, but the 
invitble, where that which is ſeene,is asa blind thing; therefore 
W ater is a proper and ſerviceable ſubje&, over whom the Fire or 
Spirit may out-ſtretch his ation. 

Alſo he hath elevated it for [his habitation and reſidence ; for 
by introducing it, he elevates it on high in the nature. of Aire 
contiguous unto it: which invilible Spirit ( of the Lord was 
carryed on the waters, or rather did fit over the waters) did ſee 
the viſible, moved the immoveable, for water hath no motion of 
it ſelfe; thereis none but Aire, and Fire, that have, and ſpeake 
by the Organs of one that is damb ; for as when by our winde' 
and breath, filling a pipe or flute, we make it ſound though ne- 
yer ſo mute, 

This Body and Spirit, water and fire, are. deſigned unto us by 
Cain and Abel, the ;firſt Creatures of all others engendred of the 
ſeed of manand woman, and by their Sacrifices, whence thoſe 
of Cain ifluing from the fruits of the carth,? were by conſequent 
corporall, dead, and inanimate,and together deſtitute of taith, 
which dependeth-of the Spirit, and are by Firediffolved into a 


wateriſh vapour, ſo that to go to finde it in its ſphere and habita® Peyr je now 
tion, for the newes, we areto ſuffer thereunder. But thoſe of veau, 


Abel were ſpirituall,animate,full of life, that reſides in the blond; 
full of picty and devotion. JARED Aben Ezra, andthe —_— 
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_ ofthe Handfull of Ayrrb , calla fire deſcending from one as 
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bove to regather them: which happened not to thoſe of C air, 
whicha ſtrange fire devoured ; and from thence was declared 
the exteriour man, ſenſuall, aniwall, that muſt bee ſalted with 
Saltz But Abe/the interiour, ſpiritual), ſalted with F ireg which 
is double, the materiall and cfſentiall,the aftuall and potential, 
as it is in burvings. All what ts ſenſible, and viſible, is purged 
by the aCtuall, and thejinviſible, and intelligible, by the ſpiritual 
and patentiall. Saint Ambroſe, on the Treatiſe of I/azcand of 
the Soule. Whatis man, the foule of him, or the fleſh, or the 
allembly ofthoſe two? for the clothing is onething, and the 
thing clothed another. Indeed there are two men (TI leave the 
AM ſjibe apart) Adam was wade and formed of God, in reſpett 
of the body, of aſhes, and ofearth, bart atterwards inſpired in 
him the Spirit of Life; if he had kept himlſelfe from mifprili- 
an, he was like unto Angels, made participant of eternall bea-- 
titude, but his tranſgreſlion diſpoſſeſied him. The other mian is 
he, which comes ſucceſſively ta be borne of man and woman, 
who by his originz1l offence is made ſubjeQ to death, to paines, 
travails, and diſeaſes, therefore muſt hee returne from whence 
hecame. Bur touching the ſoule that came from God,it remains 
In ies free will : if it will adhere to God, it is capable to bee 
admitted into the ranke of his children, who are borne not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flefo,xor of the will of man,but of God, Sach was 
Adqm before his firſt tranſgreſſion. | 
The ſoule then, which is the inner man, ſpirit, and the very 
true man which liveth properly, forthe body hath no life of it 
ſelfe, nor motian, and is nothing elſe but as it were the barke 
andclothing of the inner man, according to Zohar, alledging 
that out of the 10 of Fob 11, T box haſt clothed me with 1tkinne 
and fieſb;whereunto that in the 6.0f S. Haithew feemeth to agree, 
where toſhew us how much the ſoule ought to bee in greater 
recommendation then the body; as more worthy and pretious; 
our Saviour ſaith, Fake no care then bar to cloth your body, 1s not 
your body better then raiment ? and by conſequent, the ſoule more 
then the body, fince the body is but as it were the veſtment of 
the ſaule, which is ſubje& to periſh,;andto uſe, (al ſpall wax old 
a doth'a garment.) And the Apoſtle in the 1 to the Corinthians, 
T be old man folleth away, but the inner man #. renewed dayly; for - 
3 x | TOY | waſhet 
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waſherh it ſelfe (according to Zrhar) [by the fire, as doth a Sala- 
mander, and the outward man by water, with Soaps andLees 
chat confilt of Sates. Of which two manners of repurging, it is 
thusſaid in the 31. of Namb. v, 23. AU that which ſball ſupport 
the fire, ſhall be pwrged thereby, and that which cannot beare it, ſhall be 
ſanttified by the water of Purification , which wasa figure of that 
which the Fore-runner ſpake in the 3. of Aarthery, It 75 true that 
1 baptize you w:th water unto repent ance, but be that comes after mee, 
ſhall baptizeyou with the Holy Ghoſt,and with Fire. 

But behold how Zohar ſpeakes more particularly. Ifit bee ſo, 
Adam what is he?itis nought bur skin, and fleſh, and bones, and 
nerves, he muſt nor paffe fo. Put to ſpeak truth,man is nothing 
elſe, but the immorcall ſoule that is in him; and the skinne, 
fleſh, bloud, bones, and nerves, are the veſtments wherein it is 
wrapped, as a little creature newly borne within the beds and 
linnen of ics Cradle: Theſe are but the utenfils,” and inftru- 
ments allotted to womens children, not to man or Adam ; for 
when this 4421: {o made, was elevated out of this world, he is 
develted of thoſe inſtruments, wherewich he had beene clothed 
and accommodated, This is the sKinne wherewith the Son of 
man is envelopped with fleſh, bones, and nerves; .and this con- 
filterh in the ſecret myſtery of Saptence, according to that which 
XL6ſer taught in the Curtains or Vails of the Tabernacle,which 
are the inward veſtment, and the Tabernacle the outward : To 
this purpoſe, the Apoſtlein the fifth of the 2 to the Corinthians, 
faith, We know that if our earthly bcuſe of this Tabernacle were diſ= 
ſolved, we have an _ not buik with mant hand, but eternally per- 
manent in the bigth Heavens. For tn this we groane , earneſtly de- 
firing to bee elotbed mpon , rennth our houſe which is from hea- 
zen ,. if ſo be , that being clothed wee (ball nt bee fonud naked. 
So Adam inreipe&t of his body, is a reprefencation of the ſen- 
fible world ; where his skinne correſponds with che Firma- 
ment, extending heaven like a Curtaine. For as the heaven 
covereth and enveloppeth all things,ſo doth the skin every wan; 
in which,are introduced and faſtned its ſtarres and fignes, that is 
to fay, the draughts and lineaments in the hands, the forehead, 
and viſage, in which wiſe men know and reveale, and makes 

_ themdiſcerne the inclination of its naturall, imprinted in the 
inward; And he that doth conjeQure from thence, is as = ro 
| WHOM 
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whom heaven being covered with Clouds, cannot perceive the 
conſtellations that are there, or otherwiſe darkened from his 


fight. And alchough the ſageft and molt expert in theſe things ' 


can finde out ſomethingtherein denoted by the draughts and 
lineaments of the palme of the hand, and fingers, or within 
them 3 for by the outſide, (itis caſe a part) and ſhew nothing, 
but the nailes which are not a little ſecret ani myſtery, becauſe 
by death they are obfuſcate, but have a ſhining luſtre while they 
live, in the haire, eyes, nole, and lips, and all the reſt of his 
perſon. For as God hath made the Sunne, Moone, and Stars, 
thereby to declare to the great World, not only the day, night, 
and ſeaſons. but the change of times, and many lignes that muſt 
appeare inthe earth. So hath he maniteſted in the litcle world 
Man, certaine draughts and lineaments, holding place of lights 
and ſtarres, whereby men may attaine to the knowledge of very 
greatſecrets,not common, nor knowne of all. Hence is it that 
the Intelligences of the ſuperiour world do diſtil] and breath as 
it were, by ſome channels theic influences, whereby the effects 
come to ſtruggle and accomplith their effe&s here below, as of 
things drawn with arude and ſtrong bow, will plant themſelves 
within a Butt, where they reſt themſelyes. 

Butto retake the diſcourſe of this double man, and the veſt= 
ment of him, the Apoſtle in the 1 Cor. 15, ſaith, T hat there are 
bodies Celeſtial,and bodies T erreſtrial, yet there as 8 glory both of the one, 
and of the other. There is a naturall, or animall body, and there is a 
body ſpiritua!l: be will raiſe up the ſpiritzall body incorruptible ; To 
this relates the Fire, to the corruptible Salt. 

From theſe veſtments furthermore the occafion preſents it ſelfe 
to a larger extenſion, the better to declare who muſt be ſeaſoned 
with Fire,and who with Salt; which is here expreſſed by the 
offering, to whom the exteriour doth correſpond, according ta 
the Apoſtle, Row,12, Tpray you brethren, by the mercy of God, that 
you offer up your bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, aud acceptable unto him, 
which 1s your reaſonable ſervice : which it could not make it ſelfe 
the habitation of the Holy Ghoſt, if it were not pure, neat, and 
incontaminate. Know you mot that your Body 1s the Temple of 
the boly Spirit which is in you? which in Scripture is commonly 
deſigned by fire, with which wee muſt be falted inwardly, that 
is to ſay, preſeryed from corruption 3 andfrom what corrup- 


tion? 
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tion? from ſinne that putrifies our ſoules. Origen in his 7. book 
againſt Celſus ſpeaking of its veſtments, ſets downe, that being 
ot it ſelfe incorporeall and invifible,in what corporall place ſoe- 
ver it findes it ſelfe,it muſt have a body convenable to the nature 
of the place where itreſides. As then when it is in this Flemen« 
tary world, it muſt have alſo an elementary body, which it 
takes when it is incorporated in the belly of a woman, {to grow 
there, and there to live this baſe life with the body, thar it hach 
taken to the limited terme ; which expired, it deveſts it ſelfe of 
this corruptible veſtment, although neceſſary in the earth from 
whence it came (following that which God ſaid to Adam in 
the third of Genefss, T hou art duſt, and ſhalt returne to duſt,) to be 
reveſted with an incorruptible, whoſe perpetuall abode is in 
Heaven. For this corruptible maſt put on incorruption, and this mortal 
muſt pat 'on immortality. And ſo the ſou! pucting off its firſt Terre= 
ſtriall veſtment, takes another more excellent above in the Xthe- 
reall Region, which is of thenatureof Fire: hitherto Origen, 
to which nothing could be found more conformable, then that 
which Pythagorass puts towards the end of his golden verſes: 
Thus forſaking this mortall body, thou paſſeſt into the free X- 
thereall Aire,you ſhall become an immortall God, incorrupti= 
ble, and no more ſubjef to death : as if he would ſay, that after 
this materiall corruptible body, ſhall put off the Terreſtriall and 
impure veſtment, the perfe& portion of it ſhall ſhake off theſe 
filthinsſſes and impurities, and ſhall paſſe aloft to heaven and 
adhere to God, which it could not doe, but being pure and neat, 
nor effet this, but by fires Zobar ſpeakes tothe ſame purpoſe, 
when the Elements deſtroy themſelves, an #thereall body ſuce 
ceeds in their place which doth recloath them z or to ſpeak bet 
ter, the zthereall body which was reclad with them, develts ic 
ſelfe; and this is repreſented to ws in the 5 of Eſther, where it 
is ſaid, that oz the third day thee tooke off her clothes that ſhee 
was wont to weare, nd put on her royell apparell to appeare before 
the King , which ſignifies the holy Spirit, and Eftber the reaſo- 
nable ſoule, whoſe veſtments are the garments of the kingdome 
of Heaven 3 of which he that Daniel 3. chap. was ſaid to be like 
to the Son of God, that crowns the juſt, and adornes them with 
royall apparell, to bring them into the preſence of the King of 
Kings, to the Paradiſe of AAAS NE with aire from _— , 
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which the holy Spirit breathed into it. Origen in his ſecond 
Homily upon the 36 Pſalme, Itis the manner of holy Scripture 


to intr6quce two forts of men, that is to ſay, the interionr and 
the extertour, each of which, hath need as much as concernes 


him, of apparell, as well as nouriſhment, the external corporal 


man, maintaines' himſelfe with mgats corruptible, proper and 
familiar to himſelfe, having ever need of Salt, beſides their 
own connaturall ; but there is alſo meat for the inward, whereof 
it is ſaid in the $ of Deuteronomy, Man doth not live by bread onely, 
Let by every word that proceed:#þ out of the month of God, And for 
matter of drinke, the Apoſtle in the x Cor. 10. Our fathers did eat 
the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did drinke the ſame ſpiritnall drinke , for 
they did drinke of that ſpiritual rocke that followed them, and that 
rocke was Chrift.. Who ſpeaking ofthis drinke in the 4. of Saint 
Fobn, faith, thas bee zs the fountaine of living water, and who ſo drin- 
keth of the water that be ſhall give them, ſhall never thirſt, There are 
alſo two rayments in regard of the inner man. If he be a finner, 
it is ſaid Pſalme 109. He hath put on maledition as a garment, which 


. muſt beto him as bis apparel}, wherewith he is covered, and as a girdle 


wherewitb he is girt. And on the contrary the Apoſtle Col. 3, Lie 
not one #0 another, having caſt off the old man with bu deeds, and put 
on the new, but beclnthed with mercy, benignity, humility,and meekneſſe 
of Spirit. 

f Theſe are the yeſtments which Zobar ſaid were the good works 
and the nuptiall accouſtrements of the ſoule, which cannot bee 
waſhedor cleanſed but by Fire , Every mazs worke ſball bee made 
manifeſt, for the day fball deelare it, becauſe it ſpall be revealed by fre, 
and the fire ſhall try every mans worke of what ſort it is, 1 Cor. 3, 13. 
wherein they ſhall pcxiſt without impatre, or conſumption, bur 
fhall bepurified when the ſoule ſhall therewith be clothed; from 
this unclteane frumme, wherein there may remaine ſome fpots 
that the fire goes on topurge, conſuming and defacing them, 
But what it this fire? It is jt which is ſaid in the 4and 9 of 
Demteronamy, our God is a conſuming fires Whichas Irenexs inter= 
Prets, was to ſtrike feare and terror into the Iſraelites; and this 
afterwards in the 12 to the Hebrewes, 28,29, Let ws ſerve God 
acceptably with feare and reverence, for our God 1s a conſuming fire, 
For they had ſufficiently underſtood that the world once peri- 
thed by the univerſall deluge, and that itmay not incurre the 
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like accident, but ſuffer its laſt extermination by fire, Adde that 

in the 33. of the Moſaicall Law, it is called The Law of fire, 

which is in the right hand of the Almighty, becauſe of its auſte- 

rity andrigour, all filled with menaces, with feares, with hor- 

rors ; as much as the Chriſtian is , with fweetnefſe and mercy; 

in his right hand, there isa fiery Law 2 which the Cheldean Para» 

phraſe interpreteth , for that it was given on Mount Horeb, 

through the middeſtof fire, according as it is {aid in the 4.to the 
purpoſe touching this feare. The Lord ſpeake unto me ſaying, Aﬀſſem> 
ble the people there below, that they may heare my words, and learne to 
feare me : T hen came you neare 10 the foote that burned even to heaven, 
andthe Lord ſpake untoyou out of the midſt "of fire, And Exodus 3. 
the burning buſh wherein God appeared unto Mojes, and was not con- 
ſumed. Of this conſuming fire, farther ſpeaketh Zobar thus in 
conformity to that received Xaxime in naturall Philoſophy, 

that a greatflame doth devoure and quench aleſfe ; as wee may 

ſenſibly perceive by a lighted Torch, which is extinguiſhed by 

the Sunbeams, and by a kettle ſet neare a great fire that ſucks and 

drawesall outto it ſelfe: Hee faith then upon this Text of the 

35. of Exod. Tou ſhall kindle no fire throughont your habitations wpon 

the Sabbath: To which purpoſe, faid Rabbi Simeon, was that 

ordained? ana why was it not lJawfull to kindle a fire on the ſe- 

venth day ? becauſe chat when men kindle fire, it goeth ever up- 

wards according to its naturall, and moving above every thing, 

following that of the 7. of Sapience, where it is compared to 

fire. In Wiſdome is the ſpirit of underſtanding,holy, one only, 

manifold, ſubtill, lively, cleare, undefiled, plaine, moveable a- 

bove every thing, and overtops all byreaſon of its purity. The 

Fire hath two properties,to be moving, and pure, not partici- 

pating of any uncleanneffe, and all motion, is a kinde of a&ion 

and operation, forbidden expreſly on the Sabbath day. Fire 

then mounting aloft, caries with ic the impurities defined in 

the 10, of Levizicws by ſtrange fire, which is there devoured by 

that which proceeds from the preſence of the Lord. And ſhould 

bee as much, as thereby to draw from it ſelfe ajudgement of his 

offences that muſt not be renewed in the ſanCtification of the 

Sabbath, for feare that the fire of Gods wrath do not devour and 

conſume that of our iniquities, and us at once, if this our fire 

be not firſt purged by a lironger fire, that conſymeth and _ 
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reth the leſſer and more fecble : Zobar runs throngh all that , 
and upon the paſſage of the foreſaid fourth of Dent, Thy God is 2 
conſuming fire ; he ſpeakes further, 

There is adouble fire, the one itronger, that devoures the 0- 
ther. He that will know it, let him contemplate the flame that 
parteth and mounteth from a kindled Fire, or froma [.ampe or 
Torch ; for it mounteth not, except it be incorporated to ſome 
vilible ſubſtance, and united with the aire, whereupon it feedeth. 
But in the flame that mounteth there are two lights, the one 
white, which ſhineth andillightneth, having its root ſomewhacr 
blew ; the other red, faſtned to thewood, or tothe weik that 
itburneth, That which is white, mounteth diretly upwards, 
and underneath the red remainerh firme, and departs not from 
the matter, adminiſtring wherewith to flame and ſhine to the 
other , but they come upon the point to joine and unite toge= 
ther,'the one burning, the other burned, till they bee converted 
into that which predominatesand playes the maſter, namely the 
white, alwaycs the ſame without variation and change, as the 
other doth ; which now growes blacke, after becomes red, yel- 
low, peach colour,sky colour,azure reinforced above and below, 
above with a white flame, below with the blackneſle of the mat- 
ter, which furniſheth ic wherewithall to burne, and at the laſt 
is therewith conſumed. For this azure, red, and yellow flame, 
the moregroſſe and matcriall it is, endeavoursalwayes to exter= 
minate and deltroy that which nou iſhed and maintained its as 


' finnes do the conſcience which harbours them, to the end to 


make them the perdition and ruine ofall that which adheres to 
it here bzlow, ſo long, till at the laſt itremaines extin& ; there 
wherethe light annexed thereunto, is not eternally extinguiſhed 


| but goes freely upward, and returnes to its proper place *of a- 


bode,or reſidence; having accompliſhed its aftion' below, with= 
out changing its brightneſſe into any other colour then white, 
In thelike caſe is it ofa tree, whoſe roots are faltned within the 
earth, from whence it takes it nouriſhment, as the weik takes 
his from the tallow , wax:, or oyle, which makes it 

burne. | 
The branch that drawes 'its juice or ſap, by the root, is the 
fame as the weik, where the fire is maintained by the liquor 
which it drawes unto it, and the white flame, are the branches 
and 
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and boughes, clad with leaves, the flowers and fraits, whereun= 
to tends the finall end of a tree, are the white flame when all 
comes to bee reduced : wherefore Moſes ſaid that 1hy God 34-4 
conſuming fire,as itis true 3 for the fire conſumes and devaures all 
that which isunder it, and upon which it exerciteth its ation, 
And therefore very proper in the Hebrew text Elohenu, thy 
God, and not Anonens, thy Lord, becauſe the Prophet w:s in 
this ſuperiour white light, which neither devoureth, nor can be 
devoured. And the Iſraclites were the blew lights, who endea- 
your to lift upthemſelves, and unite to himunder the law : for 
the ordinary ofthis blew light, inclining rather to blackneſſe, 
then to whiteneſſe; itis tine that is conſtituted as in themid(t, 
and toruine anddeftroy all that it layes hold 0n,and whereunto 
it adheres, | 

Þur if finners ſubmit thereunto, then the white light ſhall bee 
called Ad-nenu, our Lord, and not Elohens, our God, for that 
it domineers and devours it. And it is this blew flame defigned 
by thelittle and laſt q Heof the ſacred venerable foure lctrered- 
Fehovab, which aflembles and unites with the chree firſt 17v 
Fehu the white light, which ſhineth ina moſt cleare fimplicity * 
Trin-one,having under it the blackiſh,ruddy, & azure colour of 
the little q He,/which is the hamane nature conlilting of the four, 
Elements, for that itis ſomerimes repreſented by 4 7, the fourth 
letter of the Alphabet, and which marketh th: number. of 4» 
You will fay I have brought you here a prolixe place of Zobar, I 
do avow it, but it muſt havea more ample explication, fer 
there are great myſteries covered therennder. This Rabbi ſus 
perlative toall others, endeavouring in his protound and ab- 
ſiraftcd meditations which tranſcend all toelevare our ſpirits 
by the ſimilitade of a light, to the knowledge of fpirituall 
things, which differs not from our principall.purpole, which is 
tire and its (effets. 

Of this white light, and of its collaterals 5 other Rabbins 
ſpeake, as Kambay, Gerundenſis; Thatby the Caballe it appears 
unto us, that the Scripture was an obſcure and darke fire, upon 
the backe of white fire,and marvailoutly reſplendenc. 

It is the fire(ſay they) of the holy Spiric, conſuming our ini- 
quities, denote41 by the red inflamed ardor, and the blew 
and azure flame, which is the [firange fire, as Saint Am- 
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broſe very well expounds it in his fourth Epiſile to 5;:- 


lician. 

| Range, is all the ardor of {lippery concupiſcenice, of ayas 
rice, hatred; rancour, andenvy z And of this fire no man ispur- 
ged nor expiated, but wel] burned, which if men offer in *the 
preſence of the Lord, celeftiall fice will devour, as it did Nadab 
and Abibs, and therefore, he that will purge his lipne, he muſt 
calt off from him this ſtrange fice, and let him expiate there- 
from 3 whereofit is faid in the 6 of Eſay 6. One of the Serapbims 
flew tome having a live coale in his hand, which be bad taken with the 
Tongs from off the Altar, and touched my lips, ſaying, Lo this bath 
touched by lips, and thine iniquity is 1aken away, and thy fonne purged. 
Having (id a little before, that all the hoanle was filled with 
ſmoake, which is as an excrement and vapour of fire, bee it be= 
fore it be lighted, or inflamed, or after it be mortified, and ex- 
tint; from whence it comes to procreate ſoot, then which, 
there is nothing more troubleſome and hurtfull co theeies, ha- 
ving carryed away with it.a parcel] of a duſtible corruption ; 
which adminiſtred to the fire its nouriſhment and food. This 
may bee ſeen in the diſtillation of foote, where there appeares a 
notable quantity of inflamable oyle, which cauſeth ic yet to 
barne, and of this burning there will ariſe a ſmoake, which will 
againe be concreted into a burning ſmoake, as aforeſaid, but 

not ſo much. | 
Theſe are the remnants of finne, whereof remained ſome 
Raines printed in the ſoule, untill at the laſt, by a ſycceſlive re- - 
purgation of fire, it be reduced to a point of compleat purity ; 
whereof itis ſpoken in the?4. of the Canticles, T hou art faire my 
welbelrved., there 1s no bliſs in thee; which the white flame noti- 
fies, which is the higheſt degree of burning, Thoſe alſo well 
know it that maintaine a fire,for when a Fornace begins to bee 
hot, it waxeth blacke, then enforcing the fire, it becomes red, 
and at laſt it waxeth white when itis in the ſupreame and high 
degree of heat, where it perfiſteth in whiteneſſe more and more, 
Such arethe aftions of fire, but there aregreat myſteries there- 
under, ever to declare further the advantage and przcellency, 
that the white colour hath above the red, as to {the Chriſtian 
faith, deſigned by white water, Fpoc.4, & 6. & 15.2. (In the 
middle of the T brone there w35 # Sea of Glaſſe, like unto Cryſtall, ) far 
above 
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above the Judaicall faith, red, heat with rigour, and ſeverity 
defigned by a pillar of fire, that inthe night ſeaſon conduGed the Is 
raelites through the Wildernefſe, and the n hite cloudly day, Exod. 13. 

21. Inthe Genie Hebrew Theology, the red alwayes notes Ghe- 

arab, Auſterity; and the white Ghedu/ah, or Mercy ; Eliah was 

tranſported, and by forcecarried into heaven, in a fiery Chari- 

ot, drawne with the like horſes. But in the transfiguration of 
our Saviour, A4at. 17, 2. Hu zeſt ments became white as ſnew ;, and 

Apoc. 3. 6. The Elett are «ver clotbed in white; and in the 6, 11. 
ſpeaking of the martyred Saints tor the faith of their Redeemer, 
there was given unto every one of them white robes ; Faving ſet down 

a little before, that the Angell which had gotten the viory, and the 
Crowne, was mounted on a white horſe, (as in the 19, and 20. the 
T brene of God is dreſſed with white ) and bee that was mounted on the 

red horſe, had a great bloudy ſword in his band, that one might maſſacre 
another. Bat'yet more expreſly in the firſt of Iſaiah, Although your 
fins were a1 red as fine Scarlet, they ſhould be as white s Snow. And 

further , though they were as red as crimſon, they will become at white 
as wool, , 

But ſome may fay here are many things, whichby little and 
little do turne us from our principgll aime, andareas it were 
extravagant drefles. But not altogether, yet as to mount ſome 
ſharpe precipice, wee muſt curne about to goe at more eaſe, to. 
fhunne cliffes and precipices $ So are wee ſometimes to make 
fome ſmall by-courtes and digreffionsto facilitate our Theame. 
Rivers that goe turning are more commodious for Navigation, 
then thoſe that runne impetuoufly one way downe, | 

There ſhall bee nothing at laft (God willing) unprofitable, 
nor from the purpofe. Thenall this red and white, is but Fire 
and Water, the pillar of fire by. night, and the whitecloud by 
day ; into which, as the Apolile ſaith, he people of the Fewes were 
baptized; and in this clond thedivine Wiſdome eſtabliſhed his 
Throne; that ofthe Law of 1ofes, this of grace ; Fire and Salt. 
Zobar ſpeaking of Moſes his two firlt Tables, broken for the 
Idolatry of the Golden Calfe, with two pillars, the one of fire, 
repreſenting naturall heate,by which all things are vivified ; the 
other is water, that is radical moiſture, which maintaineth life, 
(from which, that is notmuch different in the 15. of the Apec. 
where it is ſaid,that be ſaw 4s it were a ſea of glaſs mingled with fires) 
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which radicall moiſture was perverted and changed in the des 
lageby the univerſa!]l inundation, ſo that it was not fince ſo 
vigorous as before : but ſhall at laſt bee brought to exterminati- 
on on all {ides, at the end of time by a finall conflagration, The 
ficſt mutation ſhall meet with ſome mercy, the race of mankinde 
being at that time not wholly extinQ, but the remainder was ſa- 
ved wich Noah, and his in the Arke: but the ſecond, ſhall have 
none, bur all ſhall periſh by the extreame 1igour of fire: To 
the purpoſe of theſe two ſubſtances, the Aſſyriansand other pea- 
ple of the Eaſt adored Fire, as that which repreſented to them 
naturall heat, and the Aigyptians with all thoſe on the South of 
Nilw, which is radicall moiſture which goes to render it ſelfe 
into a Sea impregned with fait, to preſerve it in the end from 
corruption : Now for this effeRy all humours of animall bo- 
dies, bloud, ſpittle, urine,and the reſt, are ſalted, without which, 
all would corrupt each other, in an inſtant: Behold the diffe- 
rence that there is in holy writ,' that apply the meditations of 
things ſenſible to Sacramentall myſteries; and of ratiocinations 
of blinde Paganiſme, who not turning it but above the barke, 
penetrate no further,then that which the uncertain and doubtful 
ſenſe may makethem comprehend, without paſling further to the 
relation of divine things;where at laſt al muſt refer'to ſpiritualty: 
reſembling therein properly to the Oſtrich, who beates ſuffici- 
ently with the wing as it ſhee would mount to beaven, but yet 
her feet forall that, do not forſake the earth. 

The Phenician Theologie, admitted but of one Element, Fire, 
which is the principall and chief of all, the produQor, and de- 
ſtroyer of all things: which doth not much diſagree trom that 
in the .1 18. Pſal, is the fiery word by which times were formed. 
He-raclitws alſo putsfire, for thefirſt ſubſtance that informed all, 
and from whence they drew all things from power into ation, 
as well ſuperiour, as inferiour, celeſtiall and terreſtciall ; For 
hot and cold, moiſt and dry, are not ſubſtances, but qualities 
and accidents; from whence naturall Philoſophers forged four 
Elements ,whereas according to verity there is but one ; which 
- according to the veſtments that it receives from the accidentall 
qualitie, takes divers appellations. If from the heat, it is from 
the Aire; from moiſture, Water 3 fromdryncſle, Earth; which 
three are but one fire, but reclothed with divers and different 

habits, 
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habits, Evenas Fire extending it elfe in all, and throngh all; 
ſoall things come to render anto it, as tothe center. So that it 
may be rightly called an infinite andindetermined vigour of na- 
ture, or rather the vivification thereof, for without it nothing 
could be comprehended, feen,or obtained,above or below; thac 
which illightens is celeſtial, that which concoCts and digeſts 
Aereall,and that which burnes, 1s terreſtriall; which cannot 
ſubſiſt without ſome groſſe matter coming from the Earth, 
which he reduceth in the end to itſelfe ; as we may ſee in chings 
burned, converted to aſhes, from whence after the extration-of 
Salt, reſis nothing bur pure earth. Salt being a potentiall fire, 
and wateriſh, thar is to ſay, terreſtriall water, impregned with 
fire 3 from whence all forts of mineralls, come to produQtion, 
for they areof the nature of Water, The experiment may bee 
ſeene in ſtrong Waters, all compoſcd of minerall Salts, Alums, 
Saltpeters, which burne as Fire : which produceth hot and dry 
exhalations agicated with winds, eaſle to take flame, alſo of 
flints , of Iron, and of Wood, and cf ſcraped bones, eſpecially 
thoſe of a Lion,as ſaith P/iny:whence we niay gather that there is 

otentiall fire in all. 

Not without cavſe then did Pythageras, :frer Moſes, crdaine 
not to ſpeake of God, or divine things, without fire: for of all 
things ſenſible, there is nothing; thar ſymbolizeth, or more cor» 
reſponds with Divinity then Fire : Ariſtole writing to Alexander 
related unto him, that hee had learned of the Brachmans, that 
there was a fift Element or Eſſence, which is fire, wherein the 
Divinity refides : becauſe it is the nobleſt, and purelit of all the 
Elements 3 and that which purgeth all chings according to Zo- 
roaſtes : Plmtarch alledgeth that this Divinity isa ſpirit ofa cer- 
taine intelleuall fire, that hath no forme, but transformes to it 
ſelfe all that it toucheth, and rranſmutes it ſelte into all, as Pro- 
ters the Genius of Egypt was wont to ſay, 

Onnia transformat ſeſe is miracula rerum, 

Aad according to Zoroaftes all things were engendred of this 
fire It is the light which dwelleth (this ſaith Porphyrics) in an 
#thereal fire,for the elementary diſlipates all: But more authen- 
tically , Saint Dex#, in the 15. of the Celeſtiall Hierarchy. 
Fire, foraſmuch as its eſſence is void ofall forme, as well in co- 


lour, as in figure, hath beene —_— the moſt proper to _ 
ent 
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ſent Divinity to our (ſenſes, foraſmuch as they can conceive 
" andapprehend of the nature and divine Eiſence. The very 
Scripture in many places, call God and Angels Fire, and doth 
not onely propoſe unto us Chariots and wheeles of Fire; but of 
igneall animals, ot burning brookes and rivers, of coales and 
men all burned: All theſe celeſtial bodies are but flaming lights, 
and thrones, and Seraphims all of fire; there is ſo great affinity 
. andagreement with Divinicy ; for the fire that thefceling and 
ſmelling perceiveth, is ſeparated in reſpe& of the ſubſtance from 
all others, that may bee joined and mingled therewith, except 
it bee of the matter, to which itis incorporated to burne, Tt 
ſhines, it ſpreads it ſelfe from {ide to; fide, and gathering it ſelfe 
toits ſelfe , with its light it illuſtrates all that is neare it, \nor 
can it bee ſeene without the matter whereto it adheres, and exer- 
ciſeth its ation no more then Divinity, but by its effeas; nor 
arreſt, norfaſten, normingle with any\hing , nor change fo 
long asit liveth , there where ithandleth all things, and draws 
them to its ſelfe, and to its nature. It renewes and rejoyccth all 
with vitall heat, it illuſtrates and illuminates all,tending'alwaies 
upward, with agility and incomparable ſpeed. Ic communi- 
cates his motion to all, its light, its heat, without any difhinu- 
tion of its ſubſtance, what portion ſoever it lends, bur ever re- 
naines entire in it ſelfe. It comes ſuddenly and returneth as 
faſt, withoutmans knowledge whence it comes, or whither it 
goes; with many other worthy conliderations of this common 
fire, which brings us to the knowledge of the divine fire; where- 
of this materiall, is but as a garment and coverturez and Salt 
the coverture of Fire, which is appeaſed in Salt, and agreeth 
with its enemy, Water ; as Earth in Saltpeter doth with its 
contra-oppolite the Aire; by reaſon of the water that is be- 
tweene them , for Saltpeter participates of the nature of Brim- 
ſtone, and of Fire, for that it burnes; and of Salt, for that 
itreſolves into water. For ſajrh Heber, it is the property of 
Salts, and Alums, to bee diffolvedinto water, fith they were 
made thereof. Bur of this more to the purpoſe hereafter in its 
lace. | 

The meditations ofthe Covertures, and reveſtments are of 
no ſmall importance, to mount from things ſenſible, to things 
intelligible, tor they are all infolded one in another, as an Zncy- 
; e/ie 
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die or a ſpirall Moone, Zbar makes theſe reveſtments double, Pa8+29+ 
the one mornting and develting its ſelfe, Put off the old man, and pr _ 
put onthe new , for no ſpirituall thing deſcending downwards, round. 
operates without a veltment 3 Sz zee in Feruſalem ill you be dlid Eph. 4: 22, 
with power from above, Luk. 24. 49. Andin'this caſe the body 24» 
envelopeth and reclotheth the ſpirit, the ſpiri« the ſcule, theſoul 
the intelle&, the intelle& the Temple, the Temple (the Thrones 
the Throne the Sechinah, or the glory and preſence of God, 
which ſhineth in the Tabernacle. In deſcending, this glory is 
ſhut out from the Throne, and from the Arke of the Covenant, 
which is within the Tabernacle, -or Intelle&, the Tabernacle 
within the Temple, which is our Soule; Tee are the Temple of God. 
the Temple is in Fer»ſa/em,our vital ſpirit, Fersſalem in Paleſtine, 
our body, and Paleſtine in the midit of the earth whence our 
body is compoſed. 

God then being a pure Spirit,ſtript of al corporeity and mat- 
ter, (for gur foule being ſuch, for more reaſon muſt hee be ſo, 
that madeitto his image and reſemblance ) hee cannot bee in 
this ſimple and abſolute nakednefle comprehended, nor appre- 
hended by his Creatures, but by certaine attributes which the 
give him, which are as many veſtments, which the Cabaliſts do 
particularize to ten Zephirozs, or numerations ; 3 inthe intelli- 
gible world; and 7 in the celeſtiall ; which come to terminate 
in the Moone, or Aa, the laſt in deſcending, and the firſt in 
mounting from theElementary world upwards, for it isa paſ- 
fage from here below to heaven, So that the Pythagoreans call 
the Moone the Celeſtial earth; and the heaven or terreſtrial Star, 
all the nature here below in theelementary world, being in re - 
gard of theceleſtiall, and the celeſtiall of the intelligible; this 
Zobar called feminine & paſlible,as from the Moone towards the 
Sunne, from whom ſo much as ſhe abſents her ſelfe till ſhe comes 
to its oppoſition, by ſo much ſhe increaſeth in light for our re- 
gard here below; where on the contrarry in her conjun- 
&ion, that ſhee remaines all darkened, the party upward is all 
illightned, to ſhew us, that the more that ourunderſtanding 
doth abateto things ſenſible, ſo much the more doth he disjoine 
or ſever them from the intelligible , and contrariwiſe, this was 
the cauſe'that Ada was lodged in an earthly Paradile, to have 
more leiſure to contemplate on _—_ things ; when hethongic 
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toturne after ſenſible and temporall things, willing to taſte of 
\the froit of the tree of knowledge of good andevill, whereby hee 
departed from that of lite, to aflubject himſelfe to death, he was 
baniſhed from thence and put out. To this very purpoſe Zohar 
doth yet adde , that two veltments come from heaven to this 
temporall life; The one formall, white, and reſj plendent, 
maſculine, fatherly, and agent; for whatſoever is ative takes 
place from forme, of the male and from the father, and this ve- 
ry thing comes to us from fire, and from the clearneſle of the 
flars to il/uftrate our underſtanding. The other is red, mater- 
nall, fxminin; ; forthe ſoule, coming trom the ſubſtance of 
heaven,which ts:more rare then that of heavenly bodies. That 
of the underlianding is lodged in the braine, and the other of 
the ſoule, in the heart, The intelle& or underſtanding, is that 
part ofthe reaſonable ſoule made and formed after the image 
and ſemblance of its Creator, and the ſoule in it, the animal fa- 
culty called Nepbeſch, the life, namely, that which refideth in 
the bloud: andas the heayen containes the ſtars, this contains 
the intelleX, which to us is for the reſt common with brute 
beaſts: But theincelleft, or reaſonable ſoule is proper and par- 
__ eicular to men, that which can merit or demerity therefore it 
needs repurgation and cleanſing from the ſpots thac it hath 
drawne and conceived from the fleſh wherein ie was plunged, 
according to that in the 8.0f Geneſis 21.7T he thowght and imagina- 
tion of mans heart, were inclined 19 evill from bis youth, And fith it is 
a queſtion, about cleanſing the veitment which is of a fiery na- 
ture, it muſt likewiſe be, that ic b: done by meanes- of fire, for 
weelce by experience, that one fire chaſeth away another, as it 
hath been ſaid heretofore, ſo that if a man bee burnt, there is 
n2 readier remedy , theato burne it againe in the ſame place; 
enduring the heat of the fire az much'as you can: which draws 
the inflammation toits ſelfe, out of the party, orelſe tempering 
it with Aquavite wherein Yirio! hath beene calcined, from 
whence Chirurgeons have not found « taore ſoveraigne remedy 
to takeaway the fire of a musket thot, to heale inflammations 
and gangrenes -and yetthere are two fires Joined cogether, But 
that which during this life muftrepurge our ſoules,i« that wherc=. 
of Saint Auguſtine in. the 29. Sermon ſperkes thus ont of the 
Apoſtles words, for there is another afterwards ;. Kindie in your 
| ſelves 
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felves a ſparkle of good and charitable dileQion, blow it, and 
kindle ir, for when it ſhall grow to a great flame, that will con- 
. fumethe hay, wood, and chaffe of all your carnall concupi- 
ſcences, but the matter wherewith this fire muſt bee continued, 
are prayers, and good workes, which maſt alwayes burne on 
your altar, for itis it whereof our Saviour laid, I am come to put 
fre in the earth, and what ng! I if it bee already kindled! Luke 12,49. 
There are further two fires: one on the bad part, to wit, of car 
nall concupiſence 3 the other of the good, which is charity, 
which conſumes all the bad, leaving nothing but good, which 
exalts it ſelfe in a fume of a ſweet odour ; for the heart of every 
one, is asan altar, cither of God or of the adverſary : and there- 
fore hee thatis illuminated with the torch of charity , which 
muſt more and more bee increaſed by good works, that it may 
nourith in it ſelfe the ardour that our Saviour will vouchſafe to 
kindle, whereby that is accompliſhed, which the Apoſtle ſaith 
in the5 tothe Epheſ. That Feſus Chriſt bath appropriated to bim= 
ſelfe a Church, not baving ſpot or wrinckle, boly, and pure, without 
blemiſh. For that which the Church is in generall, and com- 
mon towards God, the conſcience of every one of us, is in par- 
ticular the ſame, when it is ſincerely prepared, as it is requilite ; 
and that upon the to::ndation thereof, men build Gold, Silver, 
pretious ſtones; that is to ay, a firme faith, and beleefe, accom- - 
panied with good works, without which faith is dead and bu» 
ried; all upon the model aud pattern of the heavenly Feruſalem 
deſigned in the 21 oithe Apsc. which is the type of the Churchz 
as is alſo the reaſonab!: ſoule, where it muſt burneal waies with 
fire upon the Altar, and after the imitation of the wiſe and pru- 
dent virgins, we ny have our lainps ready, well lighted, and 
garniſhed with what is needfull to maintaine light, attending 
the Bridegrame : as our Saviour commanded it in Saint. 
Luke 12. | 
Zobar farthermore makes this repnrgation of the foule to bec 
double, whic? isnot farr: .:iſagreeing from our beleefe. One is 
whileſt the foule is ye. ir- +ne body, hee cals thar according to 
the myſiicall manner of -, -akiny, the con;untion of the Moon 
with the Sunne. then. when 1: « 2ard of ns tere below it Is not 
illuminated ; for as ! >0g as the ſou'e is annexed within the bo- 
dy, it enjoyes. very ite of its owne light, being all darxened 
Dx thereby, 
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thereby, as if it were impriſoned in ſome darke obſcure priſon. 
And this repurgation doth conliſt in repentance of its miſdoings, 
ſatisfa&ion for them,and converſion to a better litez in faftings, 
almes, prayers, and other ſuch penitences, which may be exer= 
ciſed in this world, The other is, after the ſeparation of ſoul 
and body, which is made in the purgative fire ; which neither 
Jewes, Mahometans, or Ethnicks, ever called in doubt. 

But when with ſupreame light life leaves us, yet all evill from miſe« 
rable men, nor jet all coporeall plagnes ao paſſe away, and the puniſh- 
ment of old evils do weigh us, ſome are expoſed to vaine windes, 9 
others under a vaſt gulfe their infected wickeaneſſe is waſhedoff, or 
burnt with fires 

Where thereare ſet forth three repurgative Elements, Aire, 

Water, and Fire; But wee muft not underftand (iaith Saint 
Auguſtine,on his third Sermon upon ſuch as are diſeaſei)that by 
this tranſitory fire grievous and mortall offences, and capitall 
ſins are purged, if they have not beenerepented of in this tempo» 
rall life; or co blot out the expiation on the other fide, where 
thereſt is perfe&ed in thefire, as man-ſlayers, adulterers, falle 
witneſſes, concuſſions, violences, rapines, inJuſltices, infidelitie, 
erroneous obſtinations, and the like ; which aredire&ly oppo- 
fite to Gods Divine precepts and commandements: but the 
ſmaller faults onely, which they call veniall ſinnes, as eating 
and drinking to exceſle, vaine words, fooliſh defires, and depra- 
ved concupiſcences, not brought to effe& : not to exerciſe the 
works of mercy, whither common charity , and commilcerati- 
on cals us, and ſuch other frailties : of which if we repent not, 
in this world, fire ſhall repurge us in another, and more ſharply. 
To this purpofe the Hebrewes make a triple diſtin&ion of fins, 
Cbataoth are thoſe that wee miſtake againſt our ſelves, withour 
hurting any other, but our ſelves, gourmandisings, inconftan- 
cies, lazines, idleneſſe, anger, ſpite, The 4vowoth, are addref- 
ſed to cur neighbour, which do not blot out. and pardon, but 
by meanes of reparation: and the Peſchaim the tranſgreſſions, 
przvarications, __ impieties, direftly addrefſed againſt God 
They draw this m_ of the 34 of Exodus 7, pardoning ini- 
quitie, rebellion, and\offences ; more in the 106 Pſal.6, We have 


funned, wee have committet iniquity, wee bave doxe fooliſhly , and in 
the 9 of Dan, Chatanu, Veauinm,Vebirſaunu ; there are ſinnes 


faith 
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Gith Zohar, imprinted above, others below, and others both in 
theone and in the other ;/ above, againlt God ; below, againſt 
our neighbour ; and in the one, and in the other againſt our 
ſelves, bodies and goods, as well our neighbours as ourowne ; 
noting that below, the ſoule; that above, made after the image 
and ſemblance of God. It chey bee blotced out below, they are 
{o above. Jeſus Chriſt after his reſurre&ion breathed on bis Di- 
ſeiples,and [cid unto thim, Receive the holy Ghoſt , To whom ſoever yu 
pardon ſinnes they (þall bee pardined ; and whoſe ſinnes ſocvir yee res 
zaine,they areretained. FJoh,20.23. that which you ſhall binde on 
earth ſhall be bound in heaven. 

But co returne to the recloathing,and to fay ſomerhing there- 
of, the ſupzriour is alwai-s clad with the inferionr, the intelligi= 
ble world, with the celettial!, which is but as it were a ſhadow 
thereof, and the celeſtiall with the elementary : and notwith- 
ſtanding it would ſecme cleane contrary by the figure of Hypallage 
asin the 18. P/al. God bath put his T abernacle inthe Sunne, which 
is to fay, hee hath put the Sunne in his Tabernacle, which is, 
heaven; for God doth not reſide in this World, but rather the 
World in God, who compreizends all , for in him wee live, w:e 
move, and haveosr beeing. Allo the intelligible world ſhould be 
clothed with rhe celeſtiall, and the celeſtial] with the elementary. 
Bur this to fhew that we cannot well comprehend heaven, being 
{ remote from us; but by that which is expounded to the know- 
ledge of our ſenſes here below,nor of the { parated Int:lligences, 
but by the ſenfible. There was nothing (ſaid the Philoſopher) 
in the intelle&, that was not firlt inthe ſenſe. And the Apoſtle 
in the firſt to the Romanes, that tbe inviſible things of God, are ſeene 
#n the Creation of the world, by thoſe that were m2d4s. This all con- 
formably unto Zobar,In thee (faid he; intheprayer of Elias ad- 
dreiling himſelfe to God) there is no reſemblance, nor any image 
interiour, or exteriourz but further, thou haſt created heaven 
and earth, aud produced out ofthoſe the Sunne,and the Moon, 
the Starres and the Signes of the Z:1diack; and incarth Trees, 
and Herbs, delights in Gardens, wich Bealts, Birds, and Fiſhes, 
and at lait Men; that from thence chings above might bee 
knowne, And of the ſueriours, the inferi-1rs together, fo that 
the one and the other may bee governed: P!utarch alledgerh in 


his Treatiſe of Ofsrzs, that in the City of S2x in A2zypt, there 
| was 
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was ſuch an inſcriptionin the Temple of Minerva, borne out of 
Fupiters braine, which is nothing elſe but th: ſapience of the 
Father, 

I am that which was, which is, and which fhall bee, and as 
yet there is none among mortall men, that hath yer diſcovered 
my vaile: for Divinity is ſo wropped in darkneſs, that you can- 
not ſee day through it. I fee him not, for hee is darkened with 
an over dark cloud, faid Orphaus : andin the 17 Pal. which made 
darkeneſſe bis bidizg place, Further in the 4 of Dent, L ou came to the 
fot of a mountaine that burned,even to heaven,and therein waz darkneſs, 
thick clouds, and obſcurity; for in regard of God towards us,light 
and darkneſſe, aie but one thing « as is his darknefle I 
ſuch is his light : And in the 16 of Iſaiah, Make thy 
ſhadow as the night, in the midſt of the noone diy, The very 
ſame, as well the attirmative, asthe negative ; by which, thae 
which is xquippollentunto darkneſle, we may better apprehend 
ſomething of the Divine Effence, but not by the afficmative,thac 
relates unto light, as Rabbi Moſes dth excellently well diſpute 
itin his 57. chapcer of his firlt booke of Afore x For the Divine 
light, is injupportable above all to all his Creatures, even tothe 
molt perfe&t,tollowing that which the Apoſtle ſets downe in the 
I of T im, 6. God dwels inlight inacceſſible, that no man can ſee; So 
thatitis to us in ſtead of darkneſle, as the brightneſſe of the Sun 
is to Moulds, Owles, and other night birds ; which darkneſſis 
are the reveltments, and as the borders and cloifters of the ligke, 
for repreſent to your {clves ſome Lanthorne placed on the top 
ofa mountaine ; all round about it as from the Center to the 
Circumference, it ſhall ſpread its light equally, as firre as itcan 
extendit: ſo thatatthelaſt darkneſſe will terminate it, for darke 
meſſe 1s notbing elſe, but the abſence and privation of light : Even the 
very ſame, theexteriour man, carnall, animal], is the coverturez 
yeadarkneſfle of the interiour ſpiricuall: after the manner or 
faſhion of ſome Lanthorne of wood, or tone, and other darke 
matter, which keeps that thelightthere ſhut in, could not ſhew 
forth its light, the Lanthorne ſymbolizing to the body, and the 
light within tothe ſoule. Bur if the body bee ſubtiliated to an 
Zthereall nature, from thence it comes to paſſe, as if the 

Lanthgyne were of ſome cleare Cryſtall, or of tranſparent 
horne : for then the {oule and its funRions, do ſhine there a- 


bout 
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bout openly without obſtacle. Sich- then, to the one of theſe 
two, namely to the inner man, isattributed fire, that anſivers 
to the ſoule, and falt to the outward man, which is the body; as 
the ſacrifice. or man animall is the reveſtment of the fpirityall 
deſigned by the Man, and by Fire : The veſtment of this Fire 
will bee Salt, in which, fire is potentially ſhut in ; for all Salts 
are of the nature of fire, as being jchereof begotten, Geber ſaith, 
that ſalt is made of every thing thatis burned, and by conſe- 
quent, participant ofics proprieties, which areto purge,dry,hin- 
der corruption, and unboile z as wee may ſee in all falted things 
which are as it were halfe boiled, and are kept longer uncorrupt 
then raw ,z,alſo in potentiall burning irons which burne, and 
are nothing elſe but Salt. 

Will it beelawtull for us here to bring one entire paſſage of 
Rhaſes in a book of the Secret Triplichy? tor itis not common 
ro all, and wee will ſtrongly infiſt on this numberby reaſon of 
the three Fires and three Sales , whereof wee pretend to Treat. 
So that there is a Myſtery in this number of 3 that muſt not bee 
forgotten,for that it reprefents the operation,whereof Fire isthe 
Operator; for 1, 3, 3, makes 6. the 6 dayes wherein God in the 
Creation of the world perfeRed all his workes, and reſted the 
ſeventh day. | | | 

There are (faith Rhaſes) three natures, the firſt whereof can- 
not bee knowne nor apprehended, but by a deepe elevated Me 
ditation : This is, that all-good God Almighty, Author, and 
che firſt Cauſe of all things, The other is neither vifible, nor 
rangible, although men ſhould bee al contrary; that is to ſay, 
heaven in its rarity, The third is the Elementary World, com- 
prehending all that which is under the Xthereall Region, is 

2rceived and known by our ſenſes. Moreover God which was 
from all =ternity, and with whom before the Creation of the 
world, there was nothing but his proper name knowne to him- 
(clfe, and his Sapicnce;. that which hee created on the firſt day, 
was the water wherein hee mingled earth, then came hee to 


procreate after, that which had a beeing here below. And in 
theſe two Elements, thicke and groffe,perceptibleto our ſenſes, 


are comprehended the two other, more ſubtill and rare, Aire, 
and Fire. Theſe four bodies being, (if we muſt call them bo- 


irs) bound together with ſuch a minglement, that they could 
noe 
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ot perfe&ly ſeparate, Two' of them are fixed, namely, Earth 
nd Fire, as being dry and ſolid ; the other two volatil, Water, 
and Aire, which are moiſt and liquid : fo that each Element is 
agrecable to the other, two wherewith is bounded and encloſed, 
and by the ſame meanes, containes two in it ſeſte, the one cor- 
ruptible, the other not, the which participates of the Divine na- 
ture : and therefoze there are two ſorts of Waters, the one pure, 
ſimple, and elementary ; and the other common, which we uſe 
in Lakes, Wels, Springs, and Rivers, raines and other impreſſi- 
ons of the Aire. There is likewiſe a groſſe Earth, filthy and 
infeted; anda Virgin Earth, cryſtalline, cleare, and ſhining, 
contained and (hut up in the Center ofall the compoſe&Elemen- 
taries ; where it remaines revelted, and covered with many 
foldings one upon another. So that it is not eafie to arrive 
there, but by a cautelous and well graduated preparati6n by fire. 
There is alſo a fire which is maintained almoſt of ic ſelfe, and as 
it were of nothing, ſo ſmall is the nouriſhment that it needeth , 
whence it comes to bee morecleare and lucent, and another ob» 
ſcure,darke, and burning, and conſuming all that to which it is 
fixed, and it ſelfeatlaſt. And Aire on the other fide pure and 
cleane, with another corruptible fall of legerity, for of all the 
Elements, there is none more cafie to be corrupted then the aire, 
all which ſubſtances ſo contrary and repugnant, mingled with 
elementary bodiesare the cauſe of their deftruftion;wherefore of 
neceſſity that which is pure and incorruptible, mult be ſeparated 
from its contrary, the corruptible and impure, which cannot 
be done bat by fire, the ſeparatorand purificator. But the three 
liquid Elements, Water, Aire, and Fire, areas inſeparable one 
from the other, for if the Aire were diftrated from the fire, the 
fire which hath therefrom one of its principall maintainments 
and food, would ſaddenly extinguiſh, and if the water were ſe- 
parated from the Aire, all would bee in a flame. 'That if the 
Aireſhould be quite drawne from the water, for as much as by 
its legerity, it holds it ſomewhat ſtrſpended, all would be drow- 
ned, Likewifeif Fire ſhould be ſeparated from the Water, all 
would bee rednced into a deluge. For three Elements never- 
theleſſe may well beedisjoined from the Earth, but not wholly, 
there maſt remaineſome part to give confiſtenceto the Body :, , 
and render it rangible, by the meanes ofa mgft ſubtilland thinne 
| portion 
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ortion thereof, which they will elevate with them, out of this 

roſs thickneſs that remaines below, as wee may ſenſibly ſee in 
glaſs, which by an induſtrious Artifice of fire, is depured of the 
darknefle that was in the afhes,to paſſe from thence to a tranſpa- 
rent clearneſſe, which is of the nature of Fire and indifloluble 
Salt, accompanied with a firme and ſolid thickneſſe, having nei- 
ther tranſpiration nor pores. 

But wherefore ſhould wee not hereto fileall in one traine, 
thoſe ſo excellent Meditations of Zobar, fith all depends on the 
ſame purpole? Gd formed Adam of the ſlime of the earth , or ac- 

cording to the Hebrew, God formed man duſt of the earth, which 

word of forming belongeth properly to Potters, who faſhion of 

<arth all that they chitike good. And touching the duſt, this is 

buttoabate our pride, with which wee may bee {wolne, when 
wee conſider the vile and corruptible matter, whereof wee are 
made, in reſpe&of ourbodies, which is nothing elſe but mire 
and dirt. - Conſider then three things (faith Zebsr) and thou 
ſhalr not fall into tranſgrefſion. Remember from whence thou 
art come, of ſuch filthy and foule ſtuffe, and whither thou niuft 
at laſt returne, to duſt, wormes, and rottennefle; and before 
w hom thou art torender an account, and reaſon of all thy a- 
&ions, and comportments ; who is the ſyveraigne Judge, the 
King of all, who leaves notranſgreffien unpuniſhed, nor good 
worke irrecompenſed. Adam then and all his poſterity were 
formed of the duſt of the earth, which had before beene moitt- 
ned wich the fountaine or vapour, which was highly elevated 
by the Sunnebeams to water and to ſoften the earth ; For the 
Earth being of it ſelfe cold, and dry, is altogether fterill and 
fruitlefſe, if it be not impregned with moiſture and heat,whence 
proceed fecundity. So that Adam was compoſed of Earth and 
Water mingled together : Theſe two clements betoken a dou- 
blefaculty in him, and double formation, the one of the body, 
in regard ofthis age ; the other of the ſoule, in another world. 
Water ſhewes the celeſtiall Meditation whereto our ſpirit may 
exalrt it ſelfe z and the earth o!' it felfe immoveable, and that 
can never budge from below , nor willingly mingle with the 
other three volatil elements, by reaſon of its extreame dry= 
neſſe, ſo that it doth but grow hard by the aQtion offire, and 


makes it ſelfe more contrary and untraQable by the ſpirit of 
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contradi&ion hard and refraQory from the fleſh,againſt the ſpi- 
rit, ſo that ſhee ſhould reje& the water which men thought to 
put therein, ifit were not by meanes of the ſubtill Aire, inter- 
poſing and mingling therewith, and penetrating into the ſtnal- 
leſt parest which being ſucktwichin the water, forces the earth 
$0 feed on it, toinclole itin her ſelfe, as if ſhee would detaine ic 
priſoner, and by that meanes remaines great; as the female by 
a male : for every ſuperiour thing in orderand degree, holds 
theplace of male, to that which{is inferiour and ſubjeR there- 
unto. 

Now if the Aire abſent it ſelfe, which aſſociates and unites 
them together, as being ſyppeditated and baniſhed, which is 
moiſt and hot, from the extreame drynefſe and coldnefſe 'of the 
carth, it will force it with all its power to rejeQthe water, -and 
ſo reduce it {elſe to its firſt dryneſile ; which we may perceive in 
Sand, which will never receive water, except it be quickly ſepa- 
rated, Even ſo the earth is alwaies rebellious and contumeci- 
ous of it ſelfe to bee mollified, be it by water, by aire, by fire, and 
after this manner there was a ſpirit of contradiQion and diſobe= 
dience introduced into Agam, by reaſon ofthe earth, whereof he 
was formed: as his Companion and himfelfe do ſhew, when 
by the ſuggeſtion of the Serpent, . the moſt terreſtriall animal] 
of all others, they.ſo cafily contradi&ed that extreameprohibj- 
tion which was given them of not taſting the fruit ofthe know- 
ledge of good and evill: for the fpunifhment whereof, it was 
aid to the Serpent, thou ſha!lt eat earth all the dayes of thy life : 
which Iſaiah reſumes is: 65. chap, Duſt zs thy bread: And to A- 
dam,thatthe earth ſbould produce nothing bt thornes, briars, and thi- 
ſiler,by means whereof,if he would live,he muſt cultivate it with 
the ſweat of his browes, till he returne to that.from whence he 
was drawne, for being duſt hee muſt returne to duſt. But water 
which notifies Divine ſpeculations , difirous to mingle, and 
unite with all things, to '\whom it gavebeginning, and made 
them grow and multiply, is as the carriage or veſtment of the 
ſpirit, following that which was faidin the beginning of the 
Creation, thatthe Spirit of God was ſtretched over the waters, 
or as the Hebrew word Merachephet caries it,hovering over them, 
fomenting and vivifying them, aza Henne doth her Chickens, 
with aconaaturall heat ; for this word Elobim importsI know 
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not what, of heate and fire. By Water then the docill ſpirits 
obediznt to the invitations of the intelleR,infinuated ir ſelfe into 
Atazm; and by Earth the refra&ory,and opiniaſter,that ſpurneth 
againſt the pricxe; forastheearth was the moſt jgnoble Ele- 
ment of all others, water rcj:&cth it, and diſdaineth it, and 
could agree with it,but as toa lee and excrement; but if the pure 
and neat ſpirit remaines within the water, where it made 
choice of its relidence ; for from the three natures of earth, wa- 
ter at leaſt never joines with the two, (thatis toſay) ſand, for its 
extreame dryneſſethat cauſeth a diſcontinuation of parts; and 
thedirt to be fatty and unftuons: there is not any thing elſe, Ar2i%. 
bur ſlime only, with which ſome food and mingling which may 
bee thereof made, the water atlaſt lets it refide below, and it 
ſwimmes over: asbeing of a contrary nature, the one altogether 
immoveable, ſolid, and compadt , the other fiuent, removing, 
andgliding as bloud through the veines, wherein the ſpirits re- 
ſide; whocan eafily bee elevated to bee of a fiery quality, al- 
wayesſoring; upward : So that the water which notifies the in- 
teriour ſpirit, endeavours to develt it ſelfe of this externall coa- 
ulation ;' for all coagulation is a kinde of death and wateriſh- 
neſſe of life ; and would never more aſſociate therewith, nor re- 
velt it ſelfe by reaſon of its contumacys were it not thar the 
foveraigne Maſter, and Lord Adon#iby bis providence, for the 
propagation of things, (as long as hee inall pleaſe to maintaine. 
im beeing, this faire worke of his hands ) conſtraine theſe twos. 
Earth and Water, to agreein a ſort together, by its Angell or 
Minifter that rules in the Aire. Man moreover hath towards 
himſelfe frank and free will in his full power and diſpoſition: 
T he appetite of ſinne ſpall bender thee, andthow ſpalt have domination 
over it, Gen. 4. But if hee be adheering to the earth, (that is to 047+ 
ſay) to carnall deſires and concupiſcences,whereunto he is moſt 
inclinableghefhall do nothing bur evill. And if to the fpiric, de- 
ſigned by water, all that hee doth ſhall goe well. The River of 
God is filled with waters. Andin the 44. of 1ſaizb, I will powre 
out water upon bim that is thirſlyy and fleods upon the dry ground: 
I will powore out my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my blefſing upon thine off= 
ſpring. So that as long as the water doth ſuffer and remaine uni- 
ted with the earth, the good Spirit reſteth with man, by which 
wee are admonifhed by the wile _—_ Prov.5.15. to drinke waters 
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out of onr Ciſterne,& rivers out of our own Wel.But when theearth by 
its rebcllious and repugnant drought, rejefteth water, there re 
ſteth nothing therein bur its hard andrefraQry obſtinacion, eilj 
that by meanes ofthe aire, the ſpiritthat joines and unites them 


together (which are holy inſpirations) itbee newly remoiſtned 


and watered; By meanes whereof when wee have this good 
ſpirit of ſalutary water, whereof ic is written in the 15 of Eeele- 
feaſticus, T bou ſpalt give bim the water of wiſdome vo drink? 2 wee 
mult take heed of caſting it away, and to wake our ſelves all dry 
carth and ſandy, which is not ſatisfied with water,and therefore 
produceth nothing. : | 

But all this is more clearly expreſſed in the Gofſpell, where by 
the meanes of this fruftifying water, our Saviour which is a 
Fountaine that is never dry, the holy Spirit commeth to put in- 
to Our hearts that which moiſtneth the hardneſle df the eacth, 
watereth it, and drefleth it, to produce, the ripe. fruits of good 
and charitable works. T be water which I will give you (faith he, 
Fob.gq- 14.) ſhall be a Fountaine of living water, ſpringing wp into #ter- 
zall life, Of this waterthe Prophets have clearely ſpoken, as 
David in the 36. Pſal. For with thee there is a Fountaine of life, and 
in #by light wee ſhall ſte light. See how he joines water with 
light, which is fire , ſo that this digreſfion ſeemes to bee lefle 
inpertinent; and inthe 12, of Eſay 3. Tex ſhall draw water with 
Joy outof the welt of ſalvation. More Ferem. 2. They have forſaken 
me, that am the Fountaine of living water,and have diggedto themſelves 
Ciſterzes, broken Ciſternes 1hat will bold no water, 

In this of Zobar (asaboveJare compriſed the principall ſecrets 
and aftions of Fire, and of its contrary, the Patient, which is, 
Waters for the afts of AQtives are.in the diſpoſition of the 
Patient, ({aid the Philoſopher ;) for the effe&ts cannot better be 
diſcerned then where they at, Fire then hath three propri- 
eties ; but in this refpe&t, wee muſt argue the thing more 
deeply. 

A "a all that whichis, are divided into 3, called Worlds, 
or Heavens, (it muſt not be thought ſtrange, if wee repeatethe 
Came more then once; for from thence proceed all the ſecrer 
ſciences, ) that is to ſay, the elementary here below, ſubje& to 
perpetuall alteration, and vicifſitude of life, and of death ; the 
Celeſtiall aloft, above the Circle of the Moone, incorruptible in 
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reſpe& of it ſelfe, as well for its purity, and uniformity of ſub- 
ſtance, as for its continuall and equall motion; nothing there- 
in p1zdominating the one or the other , which two conſtitute 
the Senfible world. There is afterward the Intelligib'e, abſtra- 
Red from all corporeity and matter, which the Apoſtle cals the 
third World, where hee was raviſhed, this (ſaid hee) whether 
in the body or out of the body, God knower, 2 Cor. 12.3. for not one- 
ly the World and the Heaven, are put one for the other, but yet 
the Heaven for Man; The heavens declare the glory of God, accor- 
ding to which,moſt part of the Fathers interpretit; and Man re- 
ciprocally for Heaven.\s Origen (ets it forth,upon the 25Treatiſe 
ot Saint Matthew. Mans heart is properly called Heaven, and 
theThrone not already of theGlory ofGod;as is theTemple,bur 
of God properly. For. the Temple of the glory of God, is 
chat wherein, as in a Glaſſe, wee ſee our ſelves by Ainigma. But 
Heaven that is abovethe Temple of God, where his Throne is, 
is to ſee him wholly as it were face to face: which hee hath al- 
moſt tranſcribed word fer word out of the booke Ababir to Ze- 
har, and other ancient Caballiſts, whereof he confiſteth for the 
moſt part. : 
Moreover ſome ſay that the Heavens are fometimes put for 
God himſelfe, as in the 32 of Dewt, Heare O Heaven the' words 1 
ſpeak : andinthe 8 chapter of the 1 of Kings, according to the 
Hebrew verity,in the prayer of King Selomon at the dedicition: 
of the Temple; Heare O Heawvez. In this third Heaven or World, 
whereofthe Apoſtle ſpake, although God bee every where, yet 
the ſeate of his Divinity is there nrore eſpecially eſtabliſhed,then 
elſewhere,with his ſeparated Intelligences thar athſt him to exe- 
cate his commands. Blfe the Lerd'yee Angels, mighty in power, 
doing that which be ordaineth, hearing the voice of bir words : wheres 
fore Theologians called it the Angelicall world, without all 
placeand time; which Plato in his Phed. faid that no mortall 
men ever yet had ſufficiently celebrated it, according to its ex- 
cellency and dignity,being all of light, who from thence ſtret- 
ched' 0 ut herlelfe, andderives it fo, as out of an inexhauſtible 
Fountaine, to all forts of Creatures, even according as the an- 
cieat Phenician Theologie carryed which the Emperour flier 
Parabates alledged in his prayer to the Sunne. That Corporeal 
Light proceeded from an Incorporeal Nature, The C—_ 
Wor 
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world participates of darkeneſſe, and of light, whence proceed 
all the faculties and powers that itbringsit. And the elemen« 
tary all of darkneſle, defigned for the reaſon of its inſtability by 
water. The Intelligible by Fire, becauſe of its purity and light, 
and the Celeſtial by the Aire,where fire and water come tojoine; 
the Earth by this reckoning, ſhould remaine for Hell, as in 
truth this earthly habitation is nothing but a true Hel : But by 
Heaven Moſer nnderſtood the Intelligible World, and by earth 
the Senſible, attributing the two higher elevated Elements, 
Aire and Fire, to Heaven, becauſe they alwayes tend upwards, 
and Water and Earth, which for their gravity tend downward: 
but all that, by him was yet more myſtically ſhadowed, as Z:har 
ſheweth it, by the admirable conſtruftion of his Tabernacle.then 
which, there is nothing more ſpirituall. Gold, Silver, and 
pretious Stones,. repreſenting the Senſible world; and Bezaleel, 
that was the ConduQtor of the worke, the Intelligible, and the 
Workman filled with a Divine Spirit, with Sapience, Intelli- 
gence, Knowledge, and all the moſt accomplithe learning, as 
almoſt every word carries it, woven with Bezel, the ſhadow, and 
El God. 

The prophane Poets have divided the Senſible World into 
3, for they never tooke much paines to penetrate into the Intcle 
ligible: And affigned the ſuperiour part thereof, from the circle 
of the Moone upward, to Jrpiter, the low Terreſtriall to Plxto, 
and the middlemoſt, which is from the Earth to the Moone, to 
Neptzze : which the Platoniſts call the Generative Vertue, b«- 
cauſe of the humidity, impregned with Salt, which provoketh 
much to generation, according as the word Salacitss defignes 
it, a8 Plutareb puts it in the 4 Queſtion of Naturall Cauſes, and 


- In his Treaty of Oſiris : wherefore the ſaid Poets atcri- 


bute more fecundity to the faid Neptane, then to all the 
other Gods. - 

Each of theſe 3 worlds furthermore, hath particularly its ſci- 
ence, which is double; the one common and triviall, the other 
wylticall and ſecret. The Intelligible werld to our Theologie, 
and the Caballe the Celeſtial ro Aftrologie and Magie ; and 


*the elementary, to the Phyſiologie and Alchymie, which revea= 
Ieth by the reſolutions, and ſeparations of Fire, all the more 
* hidden, anddarke ſecrets of natures, in three kindes of the com- 
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poſed: for no man can know the compoſition of a thing that 
is ignorant of its deſtru&ion, ſaith Geber. But theſe three divine 
ſciences have beene by the depravation of ignorant and evil! ſpi- 
rits turned aſide to a crying downe,that men durſt ſcarcely ſpeak 
thereof, but muſt preſently incurre the bruite of being an Atheilt, 
Witch, or a falſe money-coyner. We ſay then, after Empedecles 
and Anaxagoras ; All thisour reaſon diſputes by a Journey of 
compolition and reſolution, going this way and that way, up 
and downe. That all che Elementary ſcience conſiſteth in the 
mixtion and ſeparation of the Elements, which is perfeted by 
fire, to which Alchymy turnes all ; As Avicen declareth Very Os» 
penly in his Treaty of PAlmabad, or Divilion of Sciences. And 
Hermes in that of his 7 chapters, Underſtand yee ſonnes of the 
wiſe, the Science of che four Elements, whoſe ſecret apparition 
is no where ſ:gnified, except they beedivided and compounded, 
becauſe out of the Elements nothing is made profitable without 
ſach a Regiment 3 for where Nature ends her operations, there 
Art begins. Take ſuch a compoſed Elementary, what you will, 


+ herbe, wood, or other the like, upon which, fire may exercilcirs 
 attion,and putit inan Alembic or Cornue; firſt Jet them ſepa- Cormne 


ratethe water, and afterwards the oyle, if the fire bee moderate, 


if more preſſed and reinforced, both together : but the oyle will 


 ſwimme above the water, which may. eaſilybee ſeparated by a 


fonnel of Glaſſe, This water is called Hercxry, which of it 
ſelfe is pure and cleane ; and oyle,the ſulphur, aduſtible and in- 
fe&, thatcorrupts every compounded thing : In the bottome 
of the veſſel will reſt the Aſhes, of which by a forme of lee, with 
water the Salt will bee extratted, and after you have withdrawn 
the water with Blnezm Aarie,as men call it : for theoily unQu- 
olities do not mount by this degree of fire, no more doth the 
Salc, but much lefle; and the indiſloluble Earths ſtripe of all 
their humidities proper to vitrifie : for ſaith Geber, every private + 
thing by its owne humidity doth performe none but a vitrifi- 
catory fuſion. So there are two volatill Elements, namely the 
liquid, Water and Aire, which is Oyle, for all liquid ſubſtances 
naturally ſhanne the fire, which clevates the one, and burnes 
the other, But not thoſe two which are dry and ſolid ; which 
are Salt, wherein is contained Fire, and pure Earth, which is 
Glafſe; over whom the fire hath ys power but to melt and - 
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fine them See there the four Elements redoubled, as Hermes 
cals ther, and Raymund Lulins the great Elements , for as eve- 
ry Element confitts of two qualities, thele great Elements redou- 
bled, Mercary., Sulphur, Salt, and Glaſſe, participace of the two 
ſimple Elements, (to ſay better) of all four , according tothe 
more, or the leſſe, of the one, or of the other 3 Mercury ho]- 
ding more of the Aire, to which it is attributed ; Oyle or S/- 
phur, of the Aire , Salt, of Firez and Glaſſe, of the Earth, who 
findes it felfe pure and cleane in the Center of all the compoſed 
Elementaries, and is the laſt to reveale ir ſelfe exempt trom 0- 
tbers. Of this ſort by the Artifice and operation of Fire, andof 
its effe&s,we depure all infe&tions and filth, even to reduce them 
to a purity of incorruptible ſubſtance from this time forward; 
by the ſeparation of their inflamable, and terreſtriall impuri- 
ties; for (faith Geber) the whole intention of the Operator, is 
verſed in this, thas the groſſer parts being caſt away, the worke 
may bee perfe&ed with thelighter , which is to mount from 
the corruprions here below, toa purity of the Celeſtial world, 
where the Elements are more pure and eflentia], fire there pre- 


. dominating which is the chief of all others. Hitherco rouching 


Alchymie, and wherein ſhee is verſed, 

Magick for the Celeſtial world, wasin times paſt, a holy and 
venerable Science, which P/ato in his Charmzs cals the true Medi- 
cine of the ſoule; and in the firſt, Alcibiades,puts it, that it was 
wont to ſhew the Elders of the great [Kings of Perſia, to teach 
them to reverence God, to forme their zemporall domination 
according to the patterne of the order and policy of the Unj- 
verſe. But it is nothing elſe properly (as Orpheus ſaith) but a 
forme of marriage of the ſtarry heaven with the earth, whicher 
hee darts his influences, by which ſhee impregnes comming 
from the Intelligences who afliſt therein; and an application of 
agent vertues upon the paſlive, and that withoue the cooperati- 
on of Dxmons the moſt part, evill, falſe, and deceptive, yer 
ſome more then others 3 with which it is thought that the 
three wiſe Kings, Afagi, that came ſo farre to adore Jeſus 
Chriſt , were willing to have ſome acquaintance 'and com- 
aMETCe. 

' The thicd is that which men call Cababe, or reception, be- 
caule men left it there yerbally, and by mouth from Nw co 
: and, 
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hand, from oneto another. It is divided into two, the one of 
Bercſith, that is to ſay, of the Creation, that confiſteth in the 
Senſible world, where 41ers ſtaid, without ſpeaking of the Intel- 
ligible, or of ſeparated ſubſtances. The other is of Afercavab, 
or of the Throne of God, which Ezekiel principally treats 
of, whoſe viſion is almoſt all of fire. So much is this Element 
throughout the whole holy Scripture appropriated to Divinity, 
as one of the moſt perfet and neare ſymboles and markes in 
things ſenſible ; by meanes whereof wee are ſo elevated, that by 
Facobs Ladder,or Homers golden Chaine,we corhe to the know- 
ledge of things ſpirituall and intelligible ; for the inviſible 
things of God from the Creation of the World, are Clearly ſeene , 
being underſtood rby the things that ara mide, even his eternall 
power and Godhead. For the world with che Creatures be* 
ing there,they are a portrait of God, for the Creator is under- 
ſtood by the Creature; faith Saint Aznguſftine; for God hath 
made two thingsto his image and reſemblance, according to 
T reſmegiſtus : the world, therein to rejoice,and pleaſe our ſelves 
with the infinite brave picces of worke; and Man, wherein hee 
ſet his molt ſingular delighe and pleafure, which oſes hath 
cacitely expreſſed in Gen. 1. & 2, where when there was queſti- 
on of creating the world, Heaven, Earth, Vegetables, Minerals, 
Animals, Sunne, Moone, Starres, and all the reſt, heedid no 
more but command by his word, for heeſaid, and they were 
done, hee commanded and they were created, But in Mans 
formation, hee infifted much further therein then in all thereſt, 
ſaith he 3 Let us make mon after our Image and Similitude, hee crea» 
ted bim male and female, and formed bim duſt of the earth, afterward 
breatbed in bis face the ſpirit of life, and bee was made « living ſoule, 
In which are touched 4 or 5 particularities. So Cyrill obſerves 
it. Afﬀcer the ſame manner then, as the Image of God is the 
world, ſo the image of the world, is man: therein there is ſuch 
a relation of God with his creatures, that they cannot bee well * 
comprehended, but reciprocally one by the other, for all the 
Senſible nature, (as Zohar hath it) in regard of the intelligible, 
is asthat ofthe Moone, towards the Sunne, who thereinto re- 
ver berates its light ; oras the light of a Lampe or torch, which 
parteth the flame faſtned to the weik, which is therein nourifhed 
by a grofle matter, DRE”, without which this ou: 
2 our 
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dor and light could not communicate it ſelfe toour fight, nor | 
our ſight comprehend it : And likewiſe the glory and effence of 
God, which the Hebrewes call Sequinah, could not appeare but 
in the matter of this Senfible world, which is an image or pat- 
terne thereof. And it is that, which God ſaid ro Moſes, Exod. 
33+ Yor ſhall not ſee my face, you fpall ſee my binder parts, The face 
of Gad is his true Eſſence in the intelligible world, which no 
21an ever ſaw, except the Meſſibe, 1 did ſet the Lord alwayes before 
mee, Pſal. 16.8, And his potteriour parts are his effeAs in the 
Senfible world, The ſoule likewiſe cannot bee diſcerned and 
knowne, but by the funQions it exerciſeth In the body whilſt 
it is annexed thereunto : By which Plato was maved 19 thinke that 
fou'es ceuld not conſiſt without bodies, no more then fire without water, 
So that after long revolutions of times, they ſhould come againe 
to incorporate themſelves here below: whereunto adheres that 
in the 6 of Virgils Aneads. | 
. All tbeſe when they bave turned for many yeares, 
God cals them to the floud of Leihe, by great troopes, 
Bei-'g forgetful that they muſt review the upper convexe, 
Ana begin againe 10 bee willing to returne into bodiets 
But this ſavours a little of new-birth, and Pytbagerean chan- 
gings of ſoules into bodics,in which Origen was likewiſe out of 
the way, as may be ſeene in his booke of Princes, and in Saint 
Feromes Epiltle to Avitus. But more lincerely Porphyrins, al- 
though in the reſt an impious adverſary, a Calumniator of 
Chriltianiſme ; that for the perfe& beaticude of ſoules,they mult 
fhunne and fly all bodies. So that, when theſoule ſhall bee re- 
purged from all corporal affe&ions, and when it ſhall returne to 
ics Creator, in its firſt fimplicity, ic hath no great deſire to fall 
againe into the hands and calamities of this age, when the ops 
tion ſhould be left unto it free. 
From the Intelligible world then, it runnes downe into the 
» Celeſtial, and from thence to the Elementary, a!l that which 
the ſpiric of man can atraine from the knowledge of the admira= 
ble effets of Nature, which Art intimates, in what ſhee can, 
whence by the revelation of thele rare ſecrets, by the a&ion of 
fire, the moſt part is magnified, the glory and magnificence of 
him who is thie firſt motor and author thereof; for mans un- 
derſtandingaccording to Hermes, isas a Glafle where wecome 
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to ſhave off, and to abate the cleare and luminous rayes of the 
Divinity, repreſented to our ſenſes by the Sunne above, and 
the fire his correſpondent here below 3 which inflame the foule 
with an ardent d:ſire of the knowledge and veneration of his 
Creatcur,and by conſequent of his love, tor men love nothing 
but what they know. | 

So each of theſe three worlds, which have their particular 
ſciences, hath allo its fire, and its ſalt apart: both which doin- 
forme us namely of Moſes his fire in the heaven. And the- Salt 
for its firmeconfiſtence and ſolidity to theearth. What is this 
Salt? aske one of your Chymicall Philoſophers 3 a ſcorched and 
burned earth, and congealed water, by the hcat of fice, poten- 
tially encloſed therein. Moreover Fire is the operatour here 
below, in the workes of Art, as the Sunneaand Celeltiall Fire is 
in them of that nature, and in the intelligible, the holy Spiric 
by the Hebrewes called Binah, or Intelligence, which the Sccip- 
ture dclignes ordinarily by fire, and this ſpirituall fire, or igneal 
ſpirit, with the Chomah the verbe, where the Sapience attributes 
ro the Sonne, Wiſdome,the Artift of all things,taught mee, are 
the fathers operators. By the word of the Lord were the hea» 
vens firmed, and all their beauty by the ſpirit of his mouth; from: 
whence that maxime of the Peripateticks differs not much, Eve- 
ry worke of Nature isa worke of Intelligence, | 

Behold the three fires, whereof we pretend toſpeake, of which 
there is none more common among{ us then the elementary 
here below, grofſe, compoſed, and materiall ; that is to ſay, al- 
wayes faſtned to matter; nor on the the other partletſe known. 
That which is of him, from whence he came, and whither hee 
goes; reducing in an inſtant all to nothing :- aſſoone as his 
nouriſhment failes him z without which he cannot conliſt amo- 
ment, but goes as hee comes, being all in the lealt of: his parts :: 
So that he can in leſſe then nothing, multiply to infinity, and 
in lefle then nothing empty it ſelfe : for one little waxe lighe 
will at pleaſureenkindle the greateſt fires we can imagine, with» 
out any lofſe or diminution of its ſubſtance: 

Though they take a thouſand, yet nothing periſpeth: 
And in the third of Saint Fames, Bebeld baw great a matter 2 
little fire kindleth ; yea one onely ſmall ſparkle of fire, wouldpreſs 


in the twinckling of an eye, all the immenſe hollow of the Uni- 
F 3, Ve rfe,. 
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verle,ifit were filled with Gun-powder or Napthe and preſently 
after will vaniſh away.So that of all bodies, there is nothing thae 
doth approach nearer to the ſoule then hire, ſaid Plozin, * And 
Ariſtotle in his fourth booke of 4eapbyſickes, ſets downe, that c= 
ven to his time the moſt part of Philoſophers had noe well 
knowne fire, nor yet Aire to bee perceivable to our fight and 
feeling. But men may fy the ſame, that neither 4riſtozle, nor 
other Grecians of his time knew ſo well the fire and its ces, 
at leaſt wiſe not ſoexaGtly as did ({olong while after ) the 4ra- 
bians, by Alchymie,jon which all the knowledge of firedependeth. 
The Azyprians (aid, that-it was a raviſhing and inſatiable Ani- 
mal, that devoures that which taketh birth and increaſe, and ac 
laſt i; ſelfe ; after it is therewith well fedde and gorged : when 
there is no mOreto feed or nouriſh itz for that having heat and 
motion, he cannot paſle from food and aire to breath therein ; 
it for want hereof, it remaines at laſt extin&, with that where- 
with it was fed : All things proper to animate ſubſtances, and 
which have life, for life is ever accompanied with heat and mo- 
tion,which prcc els from heate, rather then heate from moti- 
on;although rhey be reciprocalls,for one cannot be without the 
other. But Suidss thereupon formed ſuch a contradiction, that 
not onely animals, but all that which take nouriſhment and en- 
creaſe,tend tg a certaine butt, whitker being come.,it ſtayes with- 
out paſſing any further,where neicher nouriſhment nor increaſe 
of fire are limited nor determined ; for the moreis adminiſtred, 
ſo much the more it would have, and grow every day greater: 
for neither the one nor the other can be limited, as do theſe anj- 
mals. Then by conſequent it muſt net beput in their ranke ; 
So that themotion of tire ſhould rather be called generation, 
then nouriſhment or growth 3 for there is but that one element, 
that nouriſheth and increaſeth it,In the others,that which ſaper- 
abounds therein is by appoſition, as if you would joine water 
to Water, or earth to earth ; you ſhall never do the ſame to fire, 
to thinke to make it greater by joining thercunto other fire, buc 
by the appoſition ofmatter, upon which it may bite and exerciſe 
its ation, as wood and other like things, which perforce mult 
turne into its nature, and ſo it augments it ſelfe. The Poeti- 
call ftions relate that Prometbeus went into Heaven to ſteale it 
to accommodate mortals 7 for which he was ſo grievouſlly ar 
nilhe 
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niſhed by the Gods, as to remaine 3o. yeares bound to a Rocke 
in Mount Cavceſus, where a Vulter dayly eate up his entrails 


which did grow againe in courſe, Burt it is to bee beleeved that Autor d: 
the Gods that are ſo watchfull, and ſo affeRionate towards man- 7997 p 6r. 


kinde, would not deny this ſo neceſſary a portion of Nature, 
without which the condition of their life were worſe then that 
of beaſts, as well for the boyling of their meats, as to warme 
them, and dry them, and infinite other neceſſary commodities. 
Beſides of that which ſoares alwayes upwards, being of one ce- 
leftial original, whither he aſpircsto returne, it ſeemes that this 
belongs properly ro man. 
Sith other thingt Iookes dorene rnto the earth 
It gave man a face, tolooke up, and ſee the bexvens, 
T o ereC(t his connten ance unto the Stars. 
Almoſt all other animals do ſhun the fire, whence L1&antins 
to ſhew that man was a divine Animal, alledgeth for one of his 
molt pregnant reaſons, that hee onely among others uſed fire. 
And Vitravius in his ſecond booke, (ets downe that the firſt ac- 
quaintances of men, were contratted by comming to mzete, to 
warme themſelves at common fires; So that the cauſe why God 
ſ-nt fire downe to men mult bee, that by the meanes thereof, they 
are come to penetrate into the profound and hidden ſecrets of 
Nature:whereof they could not well diſtover,& know the man- 
ner of proceeding, for that ſhee workes 1o rarely: but by his 


countertoote, which the Greeks call 94vzc the reſolution and ®*v"* 


ſeparation of the Elementary parts, which are made by fire, 
whereof proceeds the execution almoſt of all Artifices, that the 
ſpirit of man hath invented, So that if the firſt had no other 
' Inſtrument, and coole, then the fire, as we may lately ſeeby the 
diſcoveries of the Veſt Indies ; Homer in the Song of Valcan ſets 
downe that hee aſſiſted with 1Zmerva, taught men their Arts and 
brave Workmanſhip; having formerly bezene accuitomed to 
dwel in Caves and hollow Rockes, after the faſhion of wilde 
beaſts; willing to inferre by Mirerva the Goddelle of Arts, 
and Sciences, the underſtanding and induffry, anl bz the fire, Vul- 
can,that puts them in execntion ; wherefore the Egyptians were accu- 
ſtomed to marry theſe two Deities together, willing thereby to declare ne» 
tbing elſe but that from the und:rſtanding proceeds the invention of all 
Hts and Sciences, which fire afterwards effeGed, and brougbs from 
| power. 
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power to/afFion, forthe Agent inall this world is nothing <lſc 
bur fire _ heat, ſaith Foh.anwicizs, and Homer, 
. Whom Vulcan and Minerva knew, 

Which was the cauſe (as may bee ſeen in Phil:ſtratus by the 
birth of Adinerva) that ſhee forſooke the Rhod:ars, for that they 
ſacrificed unto her without fire, to goe to the Athenians, More- 
over Vulcan, according t» Diadvrus, was a man, who from an acci= 
dent by a clap of Lightning, whereby a Tree was ſet on fire, firſt revea- 
led to the FExyptians the commed.ty and uſe of Fire : . for being there= 
withall overcome, all joyful of bis ligbt and beate z be therenunto added 
other matter to keepe it, whil-ſt hee went to ſceke the people, who after= 
ward for this, deified b.m. Whereto Lacretis agrees, © 

Do not in theſe things tacitely and by chance require, 

Lightning brought fire on earth to mortals 

Firſt ; tbenCe all beate of flame was giten, 

"The Greekes attribute it to Phorowerws, and put it, that it was 
neareto Argor. That fire being fallen from heaven there-abour, 
jt was afterward there kept within the Temple of ApoYo; which 
if by chance ic came to extinguiſh,they lighted it againe anew 
by the Sunnebeames; as alſo they did at Rome that of the Vee 
ſtals. And in Per-ſ7a their ſacred fire which they carried ordina- 
rily where the King marcht in perſon ſingularly reverencing it, 
for their reſpe& to the Sunne, which they adored above all o- 
ther Deities; for they eſteemed it herefbclow, their Image. 
They caryed it (I fay) in great pompe and ſolemnity on a mag- 
nificent Chariot drawne by four great Courſers, and followed 
by 355 young Miniſters, for as much as there are ſo many dayes 
in the yeare, which deſcribe the Sunne by its courſe, clad with 
yellow guilded, the colour conformable to the Sunne, and 
fire, ſinging hymnes to their praiſe. And there was amongſt 
them, nocrime more capital] and irremiſfible, then to caſt any 
dead carkafſlſe or other uncleanneſſe therein, or toblow ict with 
your breath, for feare to infett it, but they did ic to giveit aire, 
for inall this they hazxarded no leſle then life; as to quench 
it otherwiſe in water 2 So that if any one had perpetrated 
any grievous forfeit, to obtaine grace and pardon therein; 
the beſt expedientthen was, as Plxtarchputs in his firſt Treatiſe 
of the firſt cold, to put himſelfe in running water with fire in 
the hand, threatning to quench it in the water it they did 

| | not 
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not grant his requeſt; but aſter hee had obtained it hee was not 
left unpuniſhed tor his offence, but for the impiety that hee had 
forethought to commit. And from thence it became a common 
proverbe mentioned in Suidas : Iam a Perfian, borne of Perſian 
parents, what a ſtrange Perfean? yea Sir, for us to pollute fire, it 
is ſharper then cryel death. But all this which may bee ſaid of 
fire, and by the meanes thereof, hath not yet been revealed, nor 
knowneby men: Is there any thing more admirable then Sun- 
powder, ſo ealyto make, and conlifting of ſo few ingredients; 
and ſo common Sulphur, Saltpeter and coale? which ſeeme. to 
have been myltically deſigned by the MAigyptians, by the three 
Celeſtial powers, whence they alledge Thunder, Lightning, 
Tempeſts, to be conduted and governed, Jupiter, Veſta, and Vu 
can, By Vulcan, Sulphur; by Fxpiter, Saltpeter, tull of aire and 
winde, as Raynwnd Lullius puts it, who well knew it, and its 
nature, and its, effe&ts if he would have diſcovered them; and 
by Veſta Coale; as well for the Terreſtreicy that is in it, as for 
that it is incorruptible, being able to keepe it many thouſands of 
yeares within the ground, without alteration or ſpoiling,which 
was the cauſe that they made a place and ſtage for it,in the foun- 
dation of the Temple of Dianaat Epheſis : Saltpeter is- appro- 
priated to the Aire, becaulce it is as of a meane diſpoſition of 
nature, betwixt Sea water, and the Fire, or Sulphur, whereof ic 
participates, for that it is ſo inflamable, and faltiſh, on the other 
fide, reſolving it ſelfe into moiſture, and water, as the Salts do; 
from whence it hath bitternefſe and acuity ; and as the incloſed 
and retained aire, within the clouds,doth breake and lighten 
by the impetuofity of Thunder, the ſame doth Saltpeter : But 
this will come to b<tter-purpoſe hereafter in Salts. Moreover 
hee that can make powder compoſed of certaine proportions of 
Sulphur and Saltpeter, and in ſtead of Coale, with the Terre- 
ſtrial ſcurf of Antimony, which muſt be ſeparated by frequent 
and reiterated ablutions of lukewarme water; may come to an 
artificiall fire, not to bee diſdained ; of a powder,that will give 
a ſmallreport 3 *tis true that it is not ſo impetuous and full of 
force, as the common. Tn regard of the invention of Gunpow- 
der, the relations of China do cary, that by their ancient Chro- 
aicles it is found out, that they have had the uſe of it more then 


£500 yeares; as allo of printing. Roger Bacer, the famous 1500 years. 
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Engliſh Philoſopher, who writ above zoo yeares agoe, in his 
booke of the admirable power of Nature and Art, ſets downe, 
that with a certaine compoſition imitating lightning and thun« 
der, Gideon was wont to feare his Enemies with. And yet that 
it is not formally as it is written in the 7 of Fadges, yet it is faid 
nevertheleſſe more then ſixſcore yeares before the divulgation 
of Gun-powder; ſee his word : furthermore there may bee 
made perpetual! lights and bathes, burning without end, for we 
have knowne many things that are notburned,butpurified ; but 
beſides theſe, there are other ſtupendious things of Nature and 
Art; for ſounds may be made inthe aire, like thunder, and of 
greater horror then ſuch as are made by nature. And a little 
matter adapted to the quantity of a thumb, makes a horrib!e 
ſound, and ſhewes a vehement coruſcation ; and this may bee 
done many wayes, by which every City and Army may bee de- 
ftroyed ; after themanner of Gideons Artifice, who with broken 
pitchers and lamps, fire breaking out with ineffable fragor, de- 
ſtroyed the H:d;anitiſh Army, with only 300 men. Theſe may 
be Granadoes and fire pots, And to be ſhort,nothing could bet- 
teragree on all points to Gan-powder ; but theſe good men 
foreleeing the ruine that ſach things might bring, made too 
great conſcience to reveale it. To the purpoſe of perpetuall 
fires, by meanes of moſt long durance; Hermolaw Barbarus in 
his notes upon Ply, relates thot in his time there was an' old 
Sepulchre opened in the Territory of Padowa, and therein found 
a little Coffer, where there was a Lampe yet burning, although 
that according to the inſcription it muft have beene more then 
gOO yeares ſince it was lighted, So that by this reckoning, it 
ſhould not bee altogether impoſſible ro make fires, that will nor 
be put outs for wee ſeerhe famein many forts of that which 
men call Grec; whereof Ariſtotle as it is reported heretofore 
compoſed a Treatiſe, which could noe bee quenched with water, 
chietiy Sea water, by reaſon of the fatry and unftuous Sale min= 
gled therewith, but they grow worſer, and waxe more fiery. 
But what hurt were there to ftay thereon alittle, ſince likewiſe 
it is a queſtion of Fire : Of Acornes teeped in wine, afterward 
dryed and putin a mill fo long till the liquor come forth, which 
afterwards \accompanied with other oyles beftneared upon 
quicke chalc, Pumice tone, ſpeRacle glaffe, and Alum calci- 
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ned together with Soap, and other the like things, that hold 
theic aduſtible impurities in the bottome of a veſſe], whileſt that 
the oile by diſtillation mounts cleare, neat, and purified, and 
lefle inflamable; but this requireth a ſafficient good fire ; for the 
matches correſponding thereto, make them of corten yearne 
beſmeared wichin theLee: then bath them in the oile?, or li- 
quor of Tartar, Saltpetring them over Alum plumed, intermin- 
gled with pitch, rozin finely bruiſe and beaten, or of Colephen, 
Theſe fires of ſo long duration would ſeeme to us a thing tabu- 
lous, it wee were not aſcertained by anthentique Authors of 
that ſo famous a Lampe hung ina certaine Temple of Venw, : 
where there burned without cealing the Stone called A:beſtus, 
which being once ſet on fire, never goes out. But ſome will ſay 
that that isalſo a fable ; | will leave others to decide ic, and [ 
will tell you what befell mee, ſeeking nothing lefſe then that, 
to meet with a ſybſtance, condutted thereunto, by graduall ar- 
. tifices offire z which being bound faſt within a Viall of glafſe 
and fealed with Hermes his Sealc, that no aire could any way en- 
ter in, might ——_ x000 yeares (after themanner of ſpeech) 
in the bottome of theSea:and opening it at the termination of ſo 
long a ſeaſon, or when you ſhall pleaſe, you ſhall therein finde a 
ſuddaine fire, (which when it ſents the aire) will light matches. 
We readein the ſecond booke of the Maceabees, chap. 1. verſ.20. 
that at the tranſmigration of Babylon, the Levizes having hid 
their ſacred fire inthe bottome of a well or pit, 70 yeares, after 
they found there a thicke water and whitiſh, who aſſoone as e- 
ver the Sunbeames gavethereon, tooke fire. 

Theſe two Deities aforeſaid, Pals and Feſts, one and the o- 
ther, chaſte Virgins, asis alſo Fire; repreſent unto us the two 
fires of the Senſible world; that is to ſay, Pallas, the Celeſtiall; 
and Fefts, the Elementary here below, the which notwithſtand- 
ing it bee more groſle and materiall, then that above, tends ne- 
verthelefſe alwayes upward, as if it endeavoured to unmingle 
it ſelfe from a corruptible ſubſtance, where it remaineth fixed, 
toreturne free and exempt from all theſe hinderances to its firlt 
Original from whence it came, as an impriſoned ſqule, 

T here & in them fiery vigor and celeſtial Origin, , 

In ſteds as much at our barmeleſſe bodies lay them, 

And our terrene joints dull them, and onr dying members, Th 
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The other on the contrary, though more ſubtill and eſſentia] 
ruſheth out here below toward the earth, as if theſe two aſpired | 
inceſſantly to encounter each other, and to face each other, in | 
the faſhion of two Pyramides , whereof that above ihould have 
its baſis planted in the Zodiack, where the Sunne perfe&s his 
annuall courſe through the 12 Signs; from the point of which 
Pyramis, comes tocaſt here below all that which is here procre- 
ated, and hath being,according to the Aſtologers of Fgypt, that 
there is nothing produced in the earth, and in the water, which 
was not firſt ſowed in heaven, which is there, as a labourer to 
cultivatc it, and by his heate, impregned here below, with the 
efficacy of his influences, condufts the whole to its complear 
perfe&ion and maturity, which 4riftotle alſo confirmes in his 
bookes'of Beginning and Ending. But the fire here below on 
the contrary at the baſis of his Pyrami, faſtned to the earth, 
making one of fix faces of the Cube, whereof the Pyrhagereaus 
give him the forme and figure, becauſe of its forme, and invari- 
able ſtability; and from the point of this Pyramis the ſubtill 
vapours mount upwards, which ſerve asnouriſh ment to the Sun, 
and toall the reſt of the Celeſtiall bodies, according as Phaurn- 
£45 writeth after others. Men attribute ( faith hee ) inextingui- 
ſhed fireunto Peſts, peradventure for that the power of fire that 
is in the world, takes ic nouriſhment from thence, and that from 
thence the Sunne.is maintained andconfiſteth. This is that al- 
fo, that Hermes would inferre in his Table of Emerandes : That 
which is below, isas that which is above, and contrarywiſe, to 
perpetrate miracles of one thing. And Rabbi Foſephthe fonne of 
Carnitol in his ports of Juſtice, the foundation of all. the inferior 
zdifices is placed above, and their heap or top here below as a 
Tree inyerted. So that a man is but as a ſpirituall tree planted 
in the Paradiſe of delights, which is theearth of the living, by 
theroorts of his haires; following thae'which is written in the 
Canticles 7. The haire of thy head like purple, the King is band in the 
Galleries, | | 

Theſe two fires'then, the high and the low, who do know 
themſelves, and ſo one another, have beene no lefſe unknowne 
to the Poets, for Homer in the 18 of his Iliads, having placed 
Fulcant forge in the eighth ſtarry heaven,where he is accompani- 
ed with his Artiſans endowed with fiagular prudence, _— 

now 
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know two ſorts of workes, which were taught.them by the im- 
mortall Gods, wherein they libour in his prefencey Virgil in 
his 8 of the Aineads hath ſutfteced him to fer hisfhop here be» 
low in theearth; in an Iflandcatled YVulcenton. : 
Vulcans bouſe, and by name, Vulcans earth, 

To ſhew that there is fire in the one, andthe other Region, 
the Celeſtial, and Elementary ; butdiverily : Men make more- 
over four ſorts offire; that of the intelligible world, which is 
all light, the Celeſtiall participates of heate and light , the E- 
lementary of light, heate, and ardour ; And the infernall op- 
poſite to the intelligible, with ardor and burning without lighr, 
we ſee Lanthornes npon Mountaines that burne on the infide, 
and otherlike called Yilcans. And ir is athing very admirable, as 
oe of the Rebbixs quoteth,that Sulphur & Pitch that are ſv rea- 
dy and.caſy to take fire,and contipue lo lictle in their combuſtion 
being expoſed to the aire, reſtrpined nevertheleſſe within the 
Earths intrails, it ſeemes they thepe renew themſelves, and multi- 
ply by theic owne conſumption, although their heat and burn- 
ing. bee there much more violent without compariſon, then 
hece above. According as wee may ſee-in Monntaines that burn 
for ſo many continued ages, and hot Bathes. This ſeemes to 
emancipate from the common order of Nature bya ſecret diſps- 
ſition of Divine providence, who will have them continue ſo ; 
eill the ſcurk and impurity of this. inferiour world be extermi- 
nate , with this infe&ted ttinking and corruptible odor ;- and 
to baniſhit from hence andſend it backe to hell for the: puniſh- 
ment and torment ofthe damned ; whereof it-is wcicten in Pal. 
1+, 6. Upon the wicked hee ſhall raine ſnares, fire and brine 
ffone , and an borrible tempeſt , this ſhall bee the portion of theiy 
Cup, This fire there, which is blacke, obſcure, thicke, and dark, 
the more devouring and burning it is, reſembles thar of ſome 
gceat coales of. ſtone,. which- conceive a moſt ſtrong ignition, 
whereof it is ſpoken inthe 20 of Fob 26, A fire ſhall devour them 
which it not kindled, And more particularly in the 4 of Barzch 26, 
Fire ſhall com: pon them from the everlaſting to continu? many dayes, 
_ and Devilt ſhall a long time dwell there. 

There where theCeleſtial fire is all clear and ſhining as a lamp, 
whoſe flame ſhould bee nouriſhed with water of Life, mingled 
with a certaine compoſition of Campbire, Sg/nizre, and other in- 
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flamative matters. So that theſe combuſtible ſubſtances, where. 
of thereare infinite varieties, may endure very long, but it is 
erue that it will bee but a gentle and weak flame. And of the 
like, but more ſubtill without compariſon, the Celeſtiall bodies 
are nouriſhed and fed, that need bur little nouriſhment, as aps 
proaching from ſpirituality. 1 can tell you, being at any o- 
ther time brought, to make che faſhion of a ſhining Sunne, in 
the darke, (itwas afire of a Lampe) fo glite ing, that a whole 
great Hall might bee therewith rather dazled , then lightened; 
for this did more effe& then two or three dozem of great Torches, and 
yet in 24. howr etmſed no more ile then 1pgave it, with matches corre- 
ſponding therenato, which held no more then a nut ſhell, for this was x 
L ampe of Glaſſe, plunged or dipped within aGlobe of Cryſtall & great 
4 a bead filled with vinegar, diftilled three or fowre times; for there 
nothing move tranſparent, nor more ſpiendent. Sea water us alſo good 
thereto, aud much better then frefb watcr, how pure ſorver t may bee; 
1: 3s the Salt mingled among that pives'it this luminow bright- 
aetjes » 
Bat to returne to our diſcourſe, ſome have thought that ith 
the Starres receive nouriſhment, they ſhould alſo vaniſh in cer- 
taine periods of time, and others come in their ſtead, which 
were no other thing thera ſeparation of their clearnefle and 
light, with their Globe of Wbſtance more groſle and material], 
by which they come to diſſipatethemſelves, and to vaniſh with- 
inthe heaven ; as virall ſpirits within the aire : whileft they are 
abſented from ſome animated body, and leave ic void of life. 
So that by this meanes, their Globe from this time forward 
would remaine darke as a Lampe, whereby light, which before 
gave it light, ſhould bee quenched for lacke of nouriſhment, or 
other accident. This light or luminous fire is in the Starres, as 
the bloud is in animals, or jutce in vegetables, whereto Homer 
ſcemes willing to grant in thes . of his Iliads,where heputs, that 
for as much as the Gods do not live by bread and wine, as mor- 
talls, but by Ambroſia and Near, 1a they have no bloud, but 
in lieu thereof, a ſubſtance which they call ;zv# which is as ic 
werea ſubtill faltiſh wateriſhneſfſe: hindering corruption in ani- 
mals,and all other compoſed Elements ; but wee muſt herea 
little better cleare this, for the great affinity that the Sunne and 
Fire have together $3 Wee muſt then underſtand, that the Sunne 
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ariſmeg by its attra&ion elevates the ſpirits of the earth, which 


are of two natures, (a moiſt vapour including, and a dry vapour 


included) are together exalted, (ſaith the Philoſopher in the 5. 
of his Meteors) the one hot and moiſt, asis the Aire and Water, 
potentially ; this which is properly called Vapour; the other 
hot an.{dry, of the nature and power of fire, called Exhalation. 
The firſt refolves into water, as raines, ſnowes, hailes, miſts, 
fogges, andother ſuch moiſt imprefhons as are formed of this 
vapour, in the middle Region of the Aire, for being groſle and 
heavy, theycannotmount higher, but afterwards being thick- 
ned, and congealed by the cold that reſides there, they fall backe 
here below, more materiall then thoſe which werenot mounted 
from thence, and at laſt, all do reſolve into water. The ſecond, 
called Exhalation, is ſubdivided into three kindes; the firſt, 
more viſcous, groſſe, and heavy, is that whereof your fires are 
formed, which are called Caſtor and Polux, otherwiſe Saint 
Herme ; the foole fires, and the like, which cannot mount higher 
then theJow Region of the Aire; theſecond is alittle lighter, 
more ſubtill, and depured, penetrating even to the middle Re» 
gion, where thunders and lightnings are formed, the wandring 
ſtarres, barres of fire, ebew/0n;, and other ſuch inflamations. 
The third, fs yet more dry and light, and more free from un» 
Auofity, almolt of the narure of that Quintellence, which we ob» 
ſervein Aqua vite ſoveraignly depured: therefore ie may mount 
not onely to the higheſt Region of the Aire, and that. of Fire 
contiguous ; but eſcape yet whole and ſafe higher then the 
Heaven, with which, for its greateſt ſubtilry and depnration 


whigh it hath gotten in this long way, it hath a great conformi- 


ry:For being come to theGlobe of the Sun, it'is there perfe&t:d to 


conco&and to digeſt into a pure andcleare light; for the nou- 


riſhment, as well of it (ele, as of other ſtarres; the ſame that 


Pliny roucheth in the 8 and 9 chapters of bis ſecond booke : So- 


that the Starres receive all their light and nouriſhment from the 
Sunne, after that it hath been there concoted and fitted, and 
not by the forme of reflexion,as from irs raies, which would lef> 
ſen themſelves either in water, or ina looking Glaſſe ; for all 
that which participates of fire, hath need of nouriſhment. This 
. Isdone as in the Animall, where the moſt pure bloud, comes 


from the Liver to empty it felfe throngh the Arteries _ the 
earc 
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Heart which condudts itto ics laſt perfe&ion for the nouriſh- 
ment of Spirits. But this muſt be underſtood, it theſe Exhalati- 
ons and vapours finde iflue atwhart the pores and ſpongioſtties | 
Tuffe p. of the Earth , to evaporate upwards. But if peradventure ic 
-5. a kind Mect with Tuffe,. or Sand, or the like lets, and hindrances, 
of whits Which docontradid them, or let them, they ſtay there and wax 
Sand, or thicke, for procreation of minerals: that is to ſay, a hot and a 
A fr and qryexhalation, inthe nature of Brimſtone, and a moiſt vapour 
rictle . 4 
Stons, inthe nature of Quickſilver; not —_— but a ſubſtance yee 
ſpirituall and full of fume, from the aſſembling of which two, 
in a ſabtill vapour,they come to procreate in themſelves after- 
wards by a long continuanceot time, metals, and meane _mine- 
rals, according to the purity or impurity of their coagulated 
ſubltances; and the temperature, defe&, or exceſle of the heat 
that recoRts them in the entrails of the earth. Without going 
from my intention of the foreſaid exhalations, I thought fit to 
touch a litcle upon an experiment whereuntoT arrived by my 
induſtry, which I thinke will not be diſagreeable. Take good 
old Wine, and put therein acertaine quantity of Salnitre, and 
Cawphire, in a Platter upon a fice pan, within a Cloſet well 
firmed, that aire cannot enter, and make it evaporate therein, 
and that there be no more covering then the thickneſle of the 
backe of a knife, to give it ſo much aire as it muſt have, to make 
it burne. This being done, ſhut well your lirtle window, thar 
nothing may vapour out after you have withdrawne the difh, or 
platter, fromthence to 10. 20. or Zo. yeares; provided that 
the aire do not enter, and that the winde blow notin; bring- 
ing inthithera lighted waxe candle, you;ſhall ſee infinite litcle 
fires capring as lightnings inthe great heat? of Summer, which 
are not accompanied with thunders and Iightnings, nor with 
ſtormee, windes, and raines, having nothing but an inflamation 
of Aire, by reaſon of Saltpeter, and Sulphur, which are eleva- 


ted fromthe Earth, 


Before wee paſſefcom our intention of vapours and exhala- 
tions, that no. mandoubts but do proceed from heat introduced 
within the earth by the continuall motion of the heaven ronnd 
about, and of the Celeſtial bodics, whence light is accompani- 
ed with ſome heatthat.it darrs thereinto; Let ns come to the 
experiments next approaching toour ſenſible knowledge 3 wo 

We | ce 


"of Fired Salk," 4s 
fee, that the fire leaves'two ſorts of excrements, the one proficrs 
namely, Afthes x ay che bottome of its aduſtion, that 
containeth'Salt and Glafſe'; and- the 'two'fixed.and ſolid Ele- 
-ments,Fire and Eatth': The other'tnore light, and fiibrill,which 
the fame carries apwards; that's; the Soote, wherein. are con- 
tained the two'volarill and liquid Elements, called by the Chy- 
- miſts, Mercury and Sulphur, and bythe Nateralifts » Vapour, 
and Exhalation, By - Hercary, is defigned Warer, or Vapour, 
and by S»/phar,Oile, ahd Exhalacionz Of Salt and. of Eatths 
therein, there are found a. yery ſmall quantity, yer ſafficlent, 
thereby to perceive how the four Elemeny are tound out in the 
refolucion of all the curnpoſed Elementaries':' Take "then the 
Soote of Thimney, but of that which ſhall monnt higheſt in 
a very. long $7066” 7 com in the very top, where i tmulſt bee 


<a 
*o water ought'in orderto iſſue out firſt, After that, all theſe 
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| hereafter. in its owne place, when we ſhall ſpeake of Salt. Of 
Earthes wee need not take much care, for wee nuft ſecke for the 
beſt in the Aſhes, as alſo fixed Salt. . So by the meanes of Water, 
-extrated out of aſhes (we will herea littlepaſle from Soote, a 
little better to declare the ſubje& of Earthes.) __ 
 InthisElement the more groſle and materiall of all, which 
wee call Earth, we muſtconfeder three ſubſtances; the Hebrewes 
' alſo have better diſtinguiſhed them then we, by giving them 3 
names, Erebs, Adameb, and Fabaſſah, Erehr is properly duct or 
mud, Febafſsb ſandy. and Adamab clay, waſh, of the common 
' earth with water, and powre it, ſuddainly iato another veſlell, 
with the ſlime that it hath gathered ; reiterate .it ſo long, thac 
. thereremaine no more in the bottome but Sand, in the Scripture 
Called Aride : 4nd bz bands laid the foundation of theearth, Pſal. - 
94. where heproperly uſeth the, yord of laying a foundaticn, 
becauſe that Sand ig the ſubliftencs, and recention'of the earth, 
where it is mingled with ſlime by acertaine providence. of na- 
ture to ſtrepgthen.it againſt the moiſture of water, as wee ſee in 
 Morter, where wee adjoine ſand-with. chalke, for feareJeft it 
melt, anddifſolve into moiſture... It ſerves alſo, to give itcoun- 
terpgilſe, for that Sand is very heavy, A. ſtone 31 beavy, and ſand 
burdenſome, oy wei Fr Frey. 27. But. the lime is lighter, where- 


in minerals, vegetables, -ariimals, are procreated, as wee ſee by 


experience, by puttir 6 pure lime to the Erthree; for inlefle then 
three weekes, you will finde therein ſmall ſtones, herbs,wormesr, 


and ſnailes, and other little beaſts, produfted therefrom. Of the 
nouriſhmenrremginin that theſ individuals ſhall bee,.. as that 
of Sand, deprived of al bnoideys . accordng to what wee ſec 
in Earths, which baving beege too much cultivated, and ſowed, 
without bgtering of them, are reducegl from being fertill, as for- 


profitable labour s 


opertoit, and the 


other appropriated ; Drynelle js the | Proper. quality of the 
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is more wateriſh, for ofthe groſſeneſs of the water, earth was, 
made, faith Hermes; as wee may ſee in ſhow, in hail, in raine, 
or with water ſo condenſed, there is much flime mingled, of 
which (as aforeſaid). every thing bereinthe earth below ispro- 
duced, Man himfelfe” according to his body,” was formed of 
chisflime; and from thence it followeth that all che fertility of 
the earth comes from Water. God created all the budge of the earth 
before they grew, and all tbe herbes of the field before they brought forth 
ſeed; for the Lord God had wot yet made it to raine wpon theearth, but 
a miſt went up thereſrom, that watered the whole face thereof; Or as 
the Chaldaick, Paraphraſt turneth it;Onkelos,in ſtead of ſource and 
fountaine, vapour and clouds, which are engendred from the 
vapours that the Sunne elevates here below'eo the height in the 
middle Region of the Aire, from thence to water the earth. 
But neither the flime, nor the ſand, nor the clay onthe other 
ſide, are not each by it felfe, nor reduced together, are this 
virgin and pure earth, that is ſhut up in the Center of all the 
compoſed Elements, thatis to ſay, inthe bottome of them, for 
that produceth nothing, becauſe it is incorruptible : and that 
which cannot corrupt, cannot produce ahy thing that ſhould 
be ſubjetHtorruprion ; as welee in Fire, Sale,ahad Sand,which 
areof the nature of Glafſe, all ſubltances not onely incorrupti- _ 
ble for their reſpe&, but which preſerves from” corruption, that 
wherewith they are mingled; witneſſe herbs, fruits, fleſh, fiſh, 
and other the like, which 'b:ing ſalted or buried in Sand are 
| thereby kept the longer. And in CIummies, of thoſe that re- 
maine choked and buried in the Sands paſſing the Deſerts, 
which are preſerved whole many ſuits of yeares, cven as well, 
nay better then if they had been enbalmed. So that this earth 
is formed of two incorruptible ſubſtances, Salt, and Sand, by 
meanes of the water whch is thereapon congealed; as wee fee 
in this faire Cryſtalline Glaſſe, made of Salt, of glaſſe wort, a- 
monglt which they mingle ſand to retaine it ; otherwiſe, in the 
great ſharpnefſle of fire that it muſt indure, to worke therewith, 
it would all vaniſh into ſmoake ; wee depure and refine it after- 
wards in cleare Cryſtalline, joining thereunto ptrigers, or f:nople 
made of Lead, | 

Their are ſome that carry their Sand with them, as Foulgere, 
Ebarme, or Fouteaw, firebrakes, charme, or beech, and ſome 0- 
thers. | H 2 Bae 
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But this cones better to our diſcourſe, of Gold andGlafſe,and: 
me others upon the 2$. of Tb, where ſpeaking of Sapience, 
hee ſaith. that nothing can compare with -iv,: nor Cold it felf,... 
nar ſe, This Eaiththen, fa excellent,. and incorryptible, | 
4s. not. this vile. and grofiq Blement;. that: we trample on, . and: | 
cultivateto draw there hence our nutrieume:and ſuſtercation;buc 
that whereof ic is ſpoken in.the 21. of the Rexel. ol ar, and tran(- 
parcnt.; 1 faw s new. Heavnn.and a. new Earib,: and the boly City. 
ww. of: ture Gold, like. unto. pure Glaſſe, andthe ſtreets. thereof were: 
q ſoining and. reſylendent Gold; See. haw--hce doth: liken more- 
then onceGoldand Glaſſe,' which-is.prodaced: by. the depura» 
tions.of Fire:: for thatis the aſt aRtion thereof, haviag therein. 
no power but to-refine-andidepure, as hedoth Gold, Which - 
the. Sun, praduceth;in long millions of years: To the imitation . 
of. that » the ſpeculativeunderſtandings are forced by means. of 
fires. £o.extraibout of thecorruption of theſe inferiorelements, 
and their, compounds and: incorruptible ſubſtance, which was- 
9, them. @ .madcll and pattern of that, whercto the whole uni- 
verſe ſhould. atlaſt bee reduced : from hencewe here draw from 
Saor. a repreſearation; and image: of: the works of nature,upon 
vapaues:and exbalations:;.whence Meteors are f$rmcd, and 
impreſſions, from the middlg Region: of the Air, Water: hold-. 
iog.-placs of the wateriſh;and; ail; of the fiery, and inflamable , 
whica, oil is alcogetber impure; to: bec-aduſtible and unprofi- . 
tabſe:to.the procreatian of- this Virgin Earth: called by ſome 
the. Philofophers Stane, which::fa: many ignorant avaricious = 
men _-haveſought for, bug could not findbicieſe they ſought it 
with, blind.epes,. darkened: with:a ſordid defire of 'unlawſull 
- ph to makethemſclyes. on a ſadain-richer they another 24;- . 
#., Who at laſt got.nought, butthe.cars of an Aﬀe, and did -- 
not cheriſh it. to praiſe and: admire; God' in his admirable 
workes following thatwhick. is ſaid-inthe37. of. Fobzconfider. 
| the wondrquswarks:af God, far we cannor doe a:greater plea» 
faxe-to a workmay, then.to, mark: attentively, to admire and 
magnifie-his:works,nor.a greater reproch-then to. ſcorn and ſlighs 
them : Andof: ſuch the Apoſtle:inthe 4. to. the Epbeſ. ſpeaketh 
thus, T bey bave thetr thoughts obſcnred with darkeeſſe, being aliena- 
12d from he life of God, becauſe of the, ignorance-that is in them, in 


reſpect of the blindneſs of th4ir-beart: Take then this Oil. fo cx- 
| | traftcd 
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trated from Soot, and repaſſe it three or four times upon. 
Sand, forit is one of thoſe, that laſteth very long. Andaf- - 
ter the extration of: the Water and Oil, and the Calcination 
of the  carths,. that ſhall remain in the bottome of the veſfell; _ 
caſt your water thereon, ard: pat the matter to putrifie ten or 
twelve. dayes.in dung: then draw back the water by diſtillati- 
on calcining at tlie end. thereof the Earths- ſeven or cighe 
houres by the fires flame. Put again the water vpen the Earths, 
putrified, diſtilled, and calcined, reiterating as aboveſaid, For 
by m2ans of water and fire, the Earths will be calcined, untill 
they have drunk up an1 retained all-thcirwater : or the great- 
eſtpart : Which will be done at the fix- or feventh reiteration, 
This done, give ic, the fire of ſublimation, and'it will cevate_ 
it.ſelfa pure earth , clearand' Cryſtalline faſtened in the Cen- | 
ter. The water hath great proprieties and vertues, but this 
Earth hath yet more, whereof L will endeavour to ſpeak more. 
at large, There may be alto Salt extrated by thedifſoluti- 
ons of its waterand glaſfe, of the Earthis that ſhall remain af 
ter the elevation of the ſaid. Virgin Earth. For every private 
thing by.ies propzr humidity doth periorm. nothing but-vitrifi- - 
catory fuſion, faith Geber, And there are herethreey two vo-. - 
latiles, water, and oil;arid the third 6x'd and permanentzwhick -- 
is congealed,namely Salt : which beyondall other moiftares EX.” 
pets the conflit of fire , faith the laid Geber, . Forthere is:no- 
thing more moiſt, and more unRaous then Saltz nor that better - 
eadures fires -Alſo all metals are nought *elfe burfuſible ſalts, 
whcreunta they arecaſily.reſolved: common Sat melreth alſo, ; 
after ig-hath been recalcined,- and difſolved, +theee or foore; 
times, whereof wee will ſpeake- mare plainly in its place. 
I have here alittle extended. my felt upon Soot,es upon a Sub-'\ 
3e&, where rare ſec:ets-appear remarkable, & theſame upon char» --- 
cole,made of ſtone,aud of that vitrification?ofsky colourgthae 
remains: of Iron whereof wee {ee great. heaps in furnaces and' 
forges,and being ſo dry,. yet there may be water, and oil drawn: 
therefrom ; wee will yer ſay the ſame concerning Soot: Fire 
burning wood, or other- aduſtible matter, chafeth away the 
wateriſh humidity , thetein contained, and feeds it felfe with-.- 
oil, or aereall ſubſtance. The terreſtriall part, which are the -. 


aſhes, remaining in the bottom calcined, where the Salt refides, 
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which thereby being ſeparated by the waſhings, and diſſolu- 
tions Of the water, the remainder is nought but {lime, which 
is drawn away by frequent ablutions, and the Sand remains 
at the laſt proper to be virrified; obſerve in reſpeX' of one of 
the excrements of fire, which is not contented therewith, buc 
by its. imp*tuolity, and heat tending naturally upwards,carries 
on high with violencea part of cthe-fubtiliated ſubſtances.Let us 
adapt this to the Coupeles. en 1 
Wee ſec that part of the lead, from thetice goes away in ſmoak 
as in the fire, whence, Soot is pracreated,, @ part thereof is 
burned y- namely its ſulphurous part, and part grows tough. 
within the conpe#es almoit in the manner 6f Glafſe or v2raiſh.OFf 
the two firſt volatils, there is no account to .bemade thereof, - 
for they goe and diſperſe themſelves. Burt bray©-the Conpelles 
where this vitrification is as 'it were baked, waſh them well 
with warm waterzto depurethem from their groſneffe and un- 
cleanneſſe,then put them into a deſcenſory with a ftrong expreſ- 
fion of a bellows fire with the Salt of T artar and Salnitre, and. 
there will fall down through a eta/line: which being reconpled 
with new lead you will fiad more fine, without compariſon 
then at firft, and ever from that time forward, more'and more, 
by reiteration as aboveſaid. So that hee, that would take the 
patience to boil the Tead on a regulated and continuall fire, that 
ſhould not exceed its fuſion, | that is to ſay, that” the lead 
ſhould therein remain alwayes melted and no' more, puttirig 
thereto a ſmall portion of quicklilver or ſublimate to keepe it 
from Calcination, and to reduce it to powder ; attheend of a 
certain time, you ſhall find that Lawwel hath not ſpoken frivo- 


 louſly to ſay that the fix grain is contained in power with'lead, 
. (tbar is.to ſay Jeold and ſilver, would multiply and. increaſe 


themſelves as the-fruitupon atreedoth. | 
But to return to theſe oils of long durance, whereof he might 
make a large volume that would run through not all bur a 


: part: Let him draw from the Tartar of wine, of which the 


beit comes from Xfompebier, even that which adheres unto 
the Tun. One which is very-important, Tartar is one of the. 
ſubje&s, where thoſe who praftife jn the fire, do find ſo 
many bloxs10 caſt, Take of this Tartac beaten into ſmall 
powder and put it in a leaded earthen pot with clear fouritain 
| water 
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water, upon a Trevet or furnace,making it boil eafily and ſcum 
the villanies and filtyinefſe-off with a feather : the lilver Cruſt 
that (ball afterwatds atiſe, gather them with a bead of Glaſſe; 
where theſe groſſe monle; d:ſteng, of mudd,ſo long till they riſe 
no' more,renewing the water by meaſure when it comes to di- 
miniſh, Tura ic by Inclination, and put a part, that which 
refts in the bottom in the ſhape of Sand. Pur again the Crafts 
| In, new water, make them boil genely as before, and gather 
together the Crufts that ſhall riſe up more clear and Jucent 
then theficlt, ſeparating cheir dregs and impurities, if there be 
any preſented,. and reiterate this tx or ſeven times, till your 
Crults be clear and ſhining as falver or pearls. Dry them in the 
Sun,or before the fireupen a linnen,and put them in-a cornue 
with an. open breech, and: a graduate fire-reinforcing. it by 
ſmalls:-and through:the beak of the Cornue, there will iſfire 


as a ſmal rivolet of milk,that will reſolve into oil with the Recj- 


pient- Paſſe it once again, or twice upon Sand,or ſalt of Tar« 
tar: which is done by calcining of Tartar, within a pot of 
Earth of Par, not leaded ina fire of reverberation , 'or in 
Gharcoles ; afterwards difſolve it,- with -hot water: and filter, 
and congeal it, and there will remain white Salt whick 


will reſolve it (elf into aliquor called the oil of Tartar;or ofttr ie 


3: well calcined let #t reſolve to it ſelf in moiſture. This Liquor 5 of 


great efficacy to quenob and root oxt all forts of wildfires. But of the ſands 


that remain m the bottom, without being unwilling to riſe in Cruſtt> -. 


there wil} be extraFitd another more exquiſite oil. andlefſe aduſtible..... 
Tartar tay:be governed after anothet faſhion... "4ST? 


Wee infift therein in this reſpeR, -becauſe-it.{hews'to-have-I * 
know not what agreement wich Soot: : for as Soot is an ex- + 
crement of fire, ſoare Tattarand [ces, the ſame of wine, that . - 


have great afhnity with. fire. Takethen of Tartar. in Powder 
within aleaded ecarthenveſſe]l, and caſt hot water there on ftir= 
ring. it ſtrongly with a ſtick , and lettingit reſt a: litele, put ous 
the water, with that which it: hath-gotten from the Tartar: 
which is after the form of ſlime - within. another diſh :. and put 
new luke warm water upen the Tartar:reiterating as aforeſaid fo 
_ many. times thas:the water may come forth neat & clear;which 
: will be perfe&ed. at the fifth or fixth time. And in thebottom 
there will remain the: forclaid ſand, which being. dryed dif- 


% 


folves. 
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olves it elf within the diſtilled vinegar, andnotinto.common 
water. Aquavite likewiſe diſlolvesin a little ſpace, when the 
one and the other would take-no.more. Waſh that which re- 
maines, with common water, then dryit-flowly, 'and having 
put it into a Cornue with a ſufficient good expreſſion of fire gras 
duating ix by ſmall pieces, there wHl be extraQted an odoriterous 
l Oil,as of #{pic. one of Raimond Lalljus his fecrets: which is one 
of his principall keyes, /andentrics into Metallick difſolutions. 
Takethe forelaid evacuations, andelevate'the Crufts as aforeſaic, 
There are too manythingstofpeak of Tarear, and that which 
i _ weehave now ſet downs notwulgar; but the rareſt of our ex- 
b periments; Of vinegar, -after that the clear ſhall beediſtilled, 
3 and that the white fumes ſhall begin to appear, which is his 
it adaſtible:oilyneſfſe ; put the dregs that ſhall remain ( for you 
if -- muſt have agreatquantity)ia a cel/ar or: other feefh-place,and in 

five: br fix ayes there. will be procreated (mall Cryſtalline lic of 

tle ſtones; ſeparate: them from their refidences, by ablutions 
of commonwater;and drythem , and you ſhall draw thereouc 
an oil of no ſmallimportance, fo great certainly and admira- 
_— IC the art of Fire extraits from 

"RYE; onde nin 1 Fe 's &> 
-* 'The*meftpartof the oils that:wee have touched on, hereto- 
"fore, beiagaduſtible, - are by conſequent -of a firong and crou- 
*bleſome odonr, asſmelling the buenr, when they burn, you 
malt therefore ſer-theny in rhe $Sun-'terrain dayes, that & to 
ſay,:to'drythem:inithe'Sun,- and: in the Air, to take away 
from them thisfiery ſmell : -forrecormpence we' willhere treat 
of :ſome: rare ones'and: of (good agreeable ': otutr> And 
-in the firſt thac of -Breny' which prefumers uſe, hath neither 
colour , odour; ner favour; 'andrhetefore it is fukkeprible of 
all choſe which you ſhall apply:thereanto. : Being: repiſſed up- 
| on:Said-to'taks away the fatneffe,” jc would :bee of long da- 
i rance; and wickoutan'ill fent, butit'iisxvo deari:. As for oijs 
it of Qlive,. rapes or loog turneps; «bzrevy, ſefamum, but: is rarc 
ta theſe quarters:andotherthe like which aredruwnbythe pref, 
by meansof the hear: of fire: what repalſes' ſoever:there may 
*bze, yet they neverdzlilt cobe of :agood odbary, 'bay-ifo' much 
| lefe., according as they :ſhall bee: depured and dy:the Gime 

y Means of: longer durance ; Oilviof Sage; Thbymir,i Pipper and 


| | other ' 


of Fire and Salt, 57 
other the like, drawn by an inſtrument proper thereunto, ſuch 
actifices, are 1o divulged even unto Chamber maids, that f 
ſhuuld bee aſhamed to ſpeak of: That of Benzoine is more 
race, and leflſe known, and more Jaborious to make. Take 
Benzoin througbly beaten to groſſe powder , and put it into a 
Cornue wich fine Aqua v.te,which ſwimmetlr thereover three or 
four fingers, and leave them ſo for two or three daies upon a 
moderate fire of a{hes, that the Aqua viie way notdiſtill,remo- 
ving them every houre 3 this done, accommodate the Cornwe 
upon the furnace-with an earthen veile}l full of Sand, Diftill 
the Aquavite, with a gentle fie, afterwards increaſing it by des 
grees,there will appear infinite litcle aigzi/tes and filamerts, ſuch - 
as in thediſſolutions of lead- and quickiilver. . The which ſhew- 
ceth ſufficiently that Benzoin participates thereof 3 It whitens 


Copper,quickens Gold,and put in decotion of gajs:;doth adm j ;ouun nite 


rableeffcRts, as allo Tartar,which containetir much quick-fi' ver. 
When then theſe veins or little argnilles-fhall ſhew themſclves; 
continue this degree of fire, and Tet them play within the Cor- - 
nue a certain ſpace, ſo.long that all vaniſh away. Inthe interim 
have in a readinefſe a little flick which may: enter within + 
the neck of the Cornue-for theſe aigrilles will come thither. 
to bringagainasin an wmoxelle, and it you take them not away 
ſpeedily the veſlell willbreak when this Gumme or Mouelle ſhall 
bee all paſt,wieh a certain form of butter, which will caſt it lelf - 
afterwards within the Recipienr, the- oi will begia-to diſtill 
fair and clear, of an.hyaciath colour, and fragrant odour : af+ 
ter which reinforcing thefire, there will ifſue out:another more - 
thick anddark, which you muſt receive :apart; : This Gumme 
or white marrow, which you ſhall -have drawn -out of 
the neck of the Co:nue, waſh it with the- 4quz2vite which you :. 
diltilled thereſrom, in ihebeginn ing, which thall extra there» - 

from a tin&aure or Citrine colour, as Saffron, and ſhall leave the - 
Gurnme very white, and of a muvlt.agreeable ſmel],--fic ro make = 

Pater Nſters of ſents, of ſuch a colous av you will leaſe to + 
give it; withdraw your. Aque viteby. a bath, and in- the bot> - 
tome. there will remain a yellow TinGure of a good ſent likes | 

wiſe, which hath great proprietics and vertres, -- The black oil 
is, a ſoveraign balm againſt all: hurts:. and of the remain» 
ing earths a Salt. of great .efficacy. Thus you- have of 


Bcnzoin five or, fix — » a white Gomme,. with its ao 
: We 
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' low TinQuregthe two oils and Salt. | 
Aquz vite which is its principall manifeſtation, and without 
which nothing would bee done therein, there is alſo Storax, 
Calamint, Ladznum, Myrrh, and the like Gums, out of which 
Qil is extra&2d by the means of the carriage of Aqua vite,” and 
therein you muſt proceed as in Benzoin: But theremre not (o 
many things to mingle together :. Out of Myrrh there is. like- 
wiſeextrattcd a liquor, very proper totake away all-ſpots and 
marks remaining of ſcabs,arpox and other-like accidents. Take 
hard Egs; and cleaverhem in themiddle,take away the ye]low, 
then-fil-che hollows with grains of Myrra , and cover them a« 
gain with the other half : Leave them chree or four dayes inthe 
ckar and in theair, where the Sun comes not: and they will re- 
ſalve themſelves into a liquor like unto hony,or thick dew, fran- 
kincenſe likewiſe doth the ſame. 

Cut of Sulphure: alforchere may bee drawn an adaſiible oil 
by opening ir, with Aqz# 27te, and allo by other wayes. For 
Sulphur hath in-it.two ſi:bſtances,the one inflammative,the other 
not, butalaminousand vicriolique:whence proceeds this liquor 
which is.called ot of Salphur : which hath yet greater proper- 
ticsand vermrs then theoil of vicriol, which is more carttick 
and burniag: as well againlb -evill inward affeftions, as in 
Cankers and ulcers of the month,tooth ach, cank:rs, and other 
thelike,whereit works more moderately, 

. Take then fitſtia match of Cotren yarn of the bigneffe of your 
lictlefinger and 1wo els Jong,which you (hall beſmear wich mo]- 
4er was and with Turpentine,as (o'niake waxe Lights. 

Take an the other fidea por of Paris earth leaded;wherein yog 
ſhall put ab:d of ſulphur enough groflcly beaten, #nd thereups» 

_ on.laya round of your foreſaid matches, untill the pot be full, 
_ onthetapwheteof, you' ſhailleaveaftetie'end of your March 
66 Jight 102: (fine mutker march is very good alfo). Pur your 
potunder a, chimney and hang' thereupon an Alembic Cap, 
awhats mouth ſhank relate :othatof che por. ' Bur yon muſt 
ficlibeilmear andccrult overthe cſay'to thie thickneffs ofarhumbe: © 
pou mult nor join icjaff roche poegbut ehaethete may be an inch 
lopeningberviixt them;Light che'Match and mzke the Sulphie 
_ -burn;. whiets will calt from ic-a ſmall” whitefonnie, which will 

adhere within the Cap and from- thence it will reſolve into a 
| x Tiqour 
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[iquor of peach color,that will fall into the Recipient, when you. 
have to ſuch anend,applyed it tothe beak of the Cap : But this 
wili do beter in ſoftweather with ſouth winds and eval, and 
not in dry weather. pc 8r:ft ; EP 

Wee have long inſiſted on-theſe cils, »5s well for that they are 
produced for the moſt part out of the ation of fire, of which 
there is here a queſtion as for that nothing is nearer of Kin to fire, 
then fatty oils, untuolities,picch rezin, and blackTarpentines, 
Gums , and other like Inflammarive 1ubliarices, that are the 
trae food, and nouriſtment thereof: And for'thatwe are fo far- 
enbarked therein, there will beno hurt, here in onetrain to pro= 
ſecute ſomething of the Artifices which are commonly called 
Grecian fires, whereot there are many ſorts, that cannot bee 

nenched with water. | 
The foundation ofthem are Sulphur and Bitumen,black pitch, 

and roſin, Turpentine, Colophone, Sarcoco)l, oils of Lin. pe- 
troll, and Lanrel}, Salc-Peter, Camphere, Tallow, Greafe and 
other unCtaoſicies facil to conceive flame:Of theſe Greek fires P/1s 
7erch ſpeiketh in his Treatiſe of not lending upon ufary : &1tore 
Jately-by Zonazn, in his 3. Tome in the life of Conſtantive the 
P. grate v;here itis aid thatin the year of our Lotd 67S. tbe 84. 
racens being come tobelige Conſtantinpk, an Ingenierby name 
Callinizzs brought an Artifice of certain fire, by means whereof 
the Saracens Fleet was d:feated: But Gunpowder, and the at- 
rifices that may bee made thereby, hath ſlubbered themalI 3 
whence conliiteth the moſt part -of curartificiall firee,pots,and ' 
ice pikes, circles,granadoes, fauciges; petards, fuſes, 2nd infinite . 
other the like,which we pretend not hereto ſpecific in particular, 

Take then a pound: of Salt-Perer, 3, ounces of Sulphur, 
6. ounces of Gunpowder, incorporate them together for Gras 
nadocs,and fire-pots, which make great 'noiſe in the breaking, 
But totye fire to wood, and other infla mmative matters,minglte 
a pound of pitch, rofin, a quartern of-black. pitch, 3. ounces 
of Colophon, and 5. of Sulphur, bruiſe the Gums, and caſt into 
the melted Su'phurs,when it is cold beat them again,and moiſten 
them with oil of Bayes;or linnen, There is another compotition 
mu-h more violent,but more dangerous. * 

Melt a pound of Salphur within aleaded earthen pot,and put. 


thereinby little and little, but diſcreetly, a quartern of powder 
9" A greils 
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grolle grained, with as much falt Peter, ſtirring them ofcen with 
a rod of Iron.Take them off the fireand let them dry. This ming- 
Jcd with the aforeſaid Artifices wil work wondrous effefts. Some 
mingle alſo a little beaten glaſſe, which coming to be warmed, 
rewarms conſequently the matter, when ic comes to-flame : 
whoſe heat makes it ſtronger, and of longer durance. Camphere 
ſerves to make ic burn in the water, as likewiſe all other greaſes 
do, and above all oil of brimſtone, drawn by a bath,then which 
there is nothing more ſubtible or inflameable. But it would 
bee too tedious to penetrate into the ruins of mankind, of 
which there would becnoend. if a man ſhoalde unne through 
them all. 

Therefore let us return to our left purpoſe, of two fires. That 
above, defigned by Pall and Minerva, and that below by Peſta. 
W hich alchough they be ſo far diſtant, yetfail nor to have ſuch 
an affinity togethergthat they eaſily tranſmute one into the other: 
for the Sun beams are illightned by fire, by reaſon of a vio!l 
filled wich water, as P.*terch relate in the life of Nams.Where 
from a burning looking glafſe, of which I remember that 1 ſaw 
one ſo puiſſanr, in the States of Orleans, thatin lefſe then no- 
thing, and yetin the moneth of Tamary,'t ſer a tire the ſtaffe of 
a torch, and the fire contrariwiſe by many conveyances and con- 
triviogs from the top to the bottom , and {through the lides in 
many circular reyolutions, a i1 thoſe of a Labyrinth, and in 
furnaces which they call a Tower, its heat comes to be ſo mo- 
derated, that itpaſſeth intoa naturall hat, vivifying, and nou- 
riſking in ſtead of burning,baking or conſuming: An with ſach 
a fire I can ſay that there, were hatched at Ryme,at one time more 
then 100, or 120. Chickens, the Egs being therein couved and 
fetled as under a Hen. Sas | 

The Perſiav! and Veftalls fire at Rome reverenced as well by 
the one, as by the other, as very holy, was very carefiilly enter- 
tained. Touching the Pe:fien',Strabo in his 15. Book writeth 
that the Magi had acuſtome to conſerve itunder aſhes, before 
which they went every day to make their prayers and devoti- 
one, which is not without ſome myſtery. ' The aſhes denoting 
the ſenfivle worid anJ the body of man which it repreſents : 
being nothing elſe but aſhes: and the fire therein incloſed and 
covered, the ſparkle of life,wherewith it is animated and vivie 


fied 
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fied. Theſc-afhes farthermore, maſt be of ſome gummy trees, to Coal: kept i 
make it of longer durance: nam:ly, of Juriper, wherein | here-' Junipe: for th 


tofore have kept living coals, more than a year, keaping up bed (Pa<< of a4 
i | 


upon b:d wichin the aſhes, being all lock'c faſt within alittle bar- 
re!l that no air may enter z and this is that which is meant in 
the 120. Pſalm, 4. ver. with Jzniper coals, according to the He- 
brew, in place of uncomfortable. With theſe burning coals the 
Perſiant came to light the laminaries of their Temples when they 
came to be extinguiſhed. But che Veltals in caſe their fire ſhoul i 
' extinguiſh, as-it ſometimes happened, it was not lawſull for 
them to light it again, but muſt draw it from the Sun beams: 
Anddid notonly attend that it ſhould quench of it ſelfe, or by 
ſome caſuall accident, but they renewed ir yearly, the firſt day of 
AM irch from that of heaven , as Ovidize obſerves tertis Fofts- 
rum. 

Ada: that new fire was mad: inthe ſecret hauſe 

#nd the renewed fire took, force. 

Which Macrobirs allo toucheth in his ſccond of Saturnals, x2. 
chap, The firit day of 1darch the.Veſtals lighted a new fire on the 
Altar of the Goddeſſe ; that by the renewing of the year, they 
ſhould renew in themſelves their care of keeping it from golng 
out. Saint Auguſtin? in his third Book of tbe City of God, 18 ch. 
In what reputation (faich he) this ſacged fire was at Rowe , men 
may know by ehis, that when the City was a fire, the grand Pon- 
tifex MeteJus, for fear that this ſtrange fice ſhould not mingle 
with the other, put himſelfe in danger to be conſumed by the 
flames, to make it retire. So that chere is nothing more confor- 
mable to the tenth of Levi##icxs, That if theſe poor blind: people, 
which cook the Symbols and Mylteries of Religion but ſauperfi- 
cially, and from the bark, as do alſo the Jewes, from whom they 
borrowed all their important Traditions, had known chat which 
was covered and prefigured chereunder,what arcompe is there to 
bzleeve that they made thereof? Some doalledge that this fa- 
cred fire of the Veſtals, was illuminated by means of fuſtl, brui- 
ſing two pieces of wood one againſt another, or in piercing 
them with a borrier as Feftus would have it, and Simpliciue upon 
the third Book of Heaven, according to Ariſtotle, Plinje in the 
16. Book, 4. chap. Men rub two woods one againſt another, 


from whence fice is forced; which is received in by abait made of 
I3 dryed 


= Ht - > mm 
i ne -- 22. S220 


£ 
| 


'S| 


UEFA LOS 3h, h; nn > FINS IF! aan pro GD ee” " - 
- 


62 An excellent Treatiſe 


dryed leaves andputin powder, orin the match of the touck- 
wood ofa tree. But there is nothing, which doth better con- 
dac? thereunto, then Ivy beaten or bruiſed with Laurel! ; the 
ſame is of late more praiſed by the Savages of the Wett Indies, 
28 Gonzale @Ovidiedo in his naturalHiſtory of thoſe quarters, /b. 
6.c#þ.5. binding (ſich he) wo dry ſticks hard oneapainit anc- 
ther, and putting betwixc their junRaure the point of a rod well 
rounded, which they rub thick and thin betwixt the hands, (6 
long till the fire by rutbing, and the raretaCtion of the ajr that 
followes them may lighten thery. Of chis new relighrning, to 
ſbew us, that we mult renew and be botne again toa betrer and 
more praiſable life, not farie different from the Ceremonies of 
th? Chriſtian Church,when on the Eves of Ealter,and Whicfon- 
tide,at the BenediQtion of- Springs and Fountains, they make 
a new great wax Taper, wherewith all the cther Jamina! jes are 
ſet on hire. | | 

Touching Moſes fire, it was firſt ſent from Heaven, and Jaficd 
to the conſtruftion of Solomons Temple, which was again re- 
newed from Heaven, and maintained to King 4/anzſſes his tinie, 
when the Jewes were cartyed captives into Babjhz, which' the 
Levites kept in the bottome of a Well, Where it was found again 
at their return 70. years after, in the form of a gluith and white 


water, as hath been ſaid heretofore, Pauſanizs to the Corinthians, 


ſets down, that in the dayes of Ar:igonut fon of Demetrim, there 
appeareda fountain of warni water near to the City of athanz, 
but from the beginning it appeared not in water, but in great 
games of Fire which were refvIved into hot and alt water, Saint 
eAmbriſeytt diſcourſing upon this:water of the Leyites, in the. 
third of his offices, ſets down, that thisdoth ſufficientiy demon- 
ſtrare, that this was a perpetual fire which couldnor be taken from 
another place,to ſhew that they muſt not acknowledgeany other 
God.,or vther religion, and cetemonies then thoſe that were eſt a- 
bliſhed by the inſpiration ofthe holySpirie deſigned byfire;for we 
may ſic what the clithdren of Azrovs, Nadsb and Abiku, found in 
the 16 of Leviticws, being willing to take tpon them to offer . 
ſtrange fire unto God. Then all fafle dofirine, idolatry, hereſie, 
and ithptctyy may be called ſtrange hire, that devours the foul as 
a feaver doth the body, with the life that maintains it ; there 
where this trac fite ſent from Heaven, is that of the holy _ 
which. 
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which ſalteth our hearts and confriences, that js to ſay, preſtrves 
them from corruption, according whereunco the Propher Fere- 
mie ſpake in his 20. chapter when he had received it. Then ir 
was made as a burning fire in my beart,- and fhnt np in my botes, aud x 
was weary in forbearing and eneld wy That the Holy Spirir 
ſhould not beonly light, butvery fire, E/ay doth maniteſt chap; 
10.17. And the light of Iſrael ſhall be for a fire, and by bly one for & 
flam:, Foreven foas the burnings, which are a portetitiall fire 
compoled of igneal and burning ſa'ts, work not upon a dead 
part, infenſfible,and deprived of Natureshrar; fo the holy Spirit 
do:hnotexerciſe its ations upon cold Tangtiiſhing heatts, thar 
make no accotint of its cicklings,and invitations; but ſhew ther» 
{clves contumactous and refrafary, juſt fo as the heat of the 
Sun, and of the fire, butmore and mote hardens earth, and clay, 
in ſtead of ſoftning it, and melts it as they do wax, butter, and 
greaſe. For the afts of Atives are in the difpofition of the Pati- 
ent, where we ſee fire does divers effe&s in difagreeable ſubje&s, 
but not wholly contrary,and dire&ly eppofite;as wheti it blacks 
a coal, and whitechalk where its yertue is, impririted, bat all ts 
the contrary 3 for fire by caſtomeis cxtinpaiſhed by water, it is 
it, thac in thisreſpe& inflames and ceriewes that which was in- 
printed abd hidden in thechalk: whence 4 fair meditatiof is pre- 
ſented; that as fire is the ſymbol! of life, water (that is Its coft- 
trary }) 2ndextinguiſheth ic, muſt beof confe: uence the ſymboll 
of death ; water naturally tetiding downwards, and fire ups- 
wards, wherein conliſteth life. nr TE 

Srrabs to this purpoſe in his t5. Book, ſpeaking of the Brach- 
mns, ſets down, that which we call death,to be renewing of life, 
and that this temporallis buta conception as it were, ahd a car- 
ridge Which comes about the end of its'tertn, - to: bring forth, to 
deatY; to paſſe from thence to eternal[ life. Which Sentca imi> 
rate$in the 103 Epiſtle, Theday that we fear ſo mich, as the laſt 
of our life, is a renaſcence of an eternall day y let us then chear- 
| fully leave behind that which ſerves for nothing but a tedious 

cfiarfe. Why do we ſo much turn our backs, as if we hd -NOE 

been beforerhis firſt frail bady, in which weremainigchu ed end 
; Ja? we (traggle and temporize therein, tothe beſt af our power, 
"and not withoutcauſe, for we hayeb:en- forced out by a endea- 
[vor of our motherin bearingus; and we weep and fament when 
we 
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we arrive to this, which we thiok to be the laſt day, but to com- 
plaine, cry, and weep, are they notmartks and tokens of one that 
15 to be boxyet:Anda little more Chriltian- like, althcugh alitcle 
before, I will lay down this body where I have fourd ir, and 
clothedit, and will render my ſelf above to the immortall Gods, 
although I am not without - fra at this preſent, by whileſt I am 
detained here within this grievous maſſeofcarth, inthe low a- 


' bodeof mortality, my ſenſuality will fight and combat.againſt 


this other better and longer life. Now as we have been for nine 
or ten months, ſhut up within our mothers belly, not. to prepare 
therein for it ſelfe, but. at Jaſt, to come to this place, whither we 
ought to be ſent, when we ſhould be perfealy accampliſhed and 
made fit to breath, and remain openly out of.chis cloſer, where 
we were formed. In like manner duting the ſpace that we have 
run through from our.infancy ta old age, we dye to-go. whither 
another originall attends us, and a new ſtate of things.. AH this 
doth innodiog derogate from the Tradicions of our Church, 
wha celebrated for the nativity of Martyrs the day of thcir death 
and martyrdom, . | 

To conelude then,that which 'was heretofore ſaid of fire, and 
of the four worlds; that of the Intclligible is all lumincus;, of the 
Ccleſtiall, ſhining, and hot, by reaſon of. its motion , of the E- 
lementary here below, ſhining, hor, and. burning; and of Hell 
nothing (x burning. So theſe three proprictics of fire,to light, 
to warm, andto burn, though the cffe&s be divers and ſtrange, 
and the operations almoſt infinite, only of the elementary to be- 
gin with that which-is neareſt.co our ſenſes. Rabbi.Elbana great- 
ly honoured amongſt the Hebrewes, ſets forth, that out' of the 
10. fingers of the hand, being addrefſed and conduR.d, by the 
underſtanding, may proceed morediffcrent forts of works then 
there arc ſtars in Heaven .the moſt part whereof cowe from the 
ation of fire, on which a/maftall labouring inſtruments do'de- 


| pend: Fire principally ſerved the firſt men, who had nothing 


cit for all working inſtramerts. In regard of its motion,we 


. may ſufficieatly ſee, thac there is nothing more gliftring and 


moying then the fire, which is the very cauſe of all motio! 
Take away heat, there will be no motion, ſaith 'the Ch micſl 


Philoſopher Alpbidime, and this motion is' accompar.icd wit 


depuration, for fire will have none but purethings, according to - 
|  Raymund. 
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Raymond Lullius, For it is not only the pureſubftance of a]l o- 
thers, but it purgeth, mundifieth, and cleanieth all that, upon 
which it can have Attion , of that which therein may becorrup» 
tible, The Lord will waſb away the filth of the children of Thr ael, by 
the ſpirit of burning, Eſay.4..4- wheretfore the Greeks call it 23 r159722F, 
Purging. Sothat the KaSzpwes or Kevngns purifying, was not 
made but by fire, as the ſolemn annuall feaſt of Candlemaſle 
witneſſeth. Andin alltheEaftern Churches, when they would ſay 
the Evangel they burn great Tapers, as we do upon theday of 
Purification, and that for token. of joy and rejoicing, whereof 
fireisaſymbole ; and according to thar; we make twotires upon 
the fealt of Saint John Baprift,conformable co thar, in the firlt of 
Luk.14. Many fball rejoyce at hi birth, and fires of joy,:in ſome 
happy ſucceſles of vitories, at the birth of Kings children "and 
the like occafions of alacrity. - 
We have alledged heretofore, out of the 31. of Numbers 23 
that which is ſaid of fire and water,the two purifying 'Elements, 
whereby in our baptiſms weare accaſtomed to put alittle piece 
of wax light or match, which they make the Creature to hold 
when they hold itover the font, the Church being thereby -re- 
gulated by the pillar of fire which garded the Iſraelites, and the 
cloud ap 9 mall water) by day, whereunto ſutes that of Saint 
Fobn, inthe 3. of 2fatthew, That in reſpe& of himſelfe he bapti- 
zed with Water nnto repentance, but he that commeth after, 
ſhall baptize you with the HolyGbift, and with Fire, to' the re- 
miſſion of linnes, 'for fire is a mark of the Holy Spirit, by which 
graceis conferred , and deſcended upon the Apoſtles on the 
day of Pentecoſt, ir: the form of fiery tongues, AF.2.3. The Sto- 
icks, although too fuperſtitious therein, made great account of 
this Element, which they ſaid, was I know not what living 

thing, the moſt wiſe Fabricator of the whole univerſe, and of al 
that which is contained therein, ro which purpoſe, as I alledged 
before out of the 7. of Fiſdome 24. that Wiſdome the Artilt of 
all things taughe me, that it is more movingthen motion, for 
ſhe paſſeth through all things by her artveſe, . Wherein two 
properties of fire are attributed ro Wiſdome, Motion, and Puri- 
ty : And in ſummeeclteemed it ro be a God, according to which 
Saint Anguſtine in his 8. Book of the City of God, 5. chapter ſets 
down Zoher according to his high elevated contemplations al- 
K ledging, 
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ledging upon Exod: this paſſage of the 7. of Daniel9, The 
Throneot the ancient ry was flames of fire, anda River of 


fire running lightly iſſued from his face, bis veſtment white as 
ſnow ; ſaith. Far within this (bining river of fie, were waſhefl 
the veſtments of the ſouls that mounted on high,. and repurged 
themſelves there from the old ſcum of the Serpent without con- 
ſuming it ſelſe, which did but clear it ſelf from.the 01d filth that it 
þad there gathered. And this is very properly ſaid becauſe we fee - 
by experietce, that greaſes are not cleanſed,but by other greaſe, - 
which carries one the other, as doth Soapand Lecs, which con- 
filts all of groſſe and un&uous ſalts; for if thoſe were not, they 
would not bite upon unfuolity and fatneſle ; witneſſe {imple 
water,which duth nothing,by reaſon of the contrarieties of their 
natures, which do not ſuffer them to be able ro joine and unite. 
And where there is no mixtion, there is alſo no alteration, be-/ 
cauſe that which dath not enter, doth not change (ſaith Gee: ) 
$9 that Salts being in the nature of Fires, have from them their 
proprieties and effects, that is to ſay, to puritie and cleanſe all 
ordures anduncleanneſs, Foras Salt. (the ſame Zohar purſues. 
it) hinders putrefa&tion,to which every cotruptible thing is ſub-- 
je&;. ſo the Fire of Gods love, and of Geds knowledge, which 
is.illightned in the ſoul,repurging ic from all corporall coinqui- 
nations,cauſeth,that afcer it hath been duly purged and cleanſcd, 
it remaines forever in ics purity, for as much as fire devours and 
conſumes the filchy ſcumme thereunto faſtned, cloathing it ſelfe- 
with a new and pure fire, which it could nat otherwiſe do. For 
if jt were not ſo aſfiſted with this purefire,theCherubin which is 
committed to the Keeping ofthe Gate uf the City. of Delices, with. - 
a fiery ſword, to forbid the approach to.the tree of Life, would - 
nat permit it to.enter therein ; from whence the curioſity of ta- 
ſting of the knowledg of good andevill excluded our forefathers, 
and us with them hereditarily, _ : 
_ Hitherto Zobar , then which nothing could: ſeem more con- 
formable, nor which carryed it felfe betcer to,our ſibje&. Every 
man ſball be ſalted with Fire, and every Sacrifice: with Salt. For to 
ſalt, in this regard, to cleanſe, and purifie, are but one thing, as 
alſo to ſalt, and to burn, becauſe of their conſemblable effe&s, 
Burne my reines and my beart ; where burning , is put for repur- 
ging and cleanſing, according to the Hebrew, andthe Chaldee; 
and in the 13 of Zachary 9. 1 will burn them, a ſilver is burned. To 
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which ſutes alſo'that which the Apoſtle wric in the 1 Cor.3.12, 
If any mm build upm this foundation, gold, ſilver, pretions 
ſtoner, or wood, bay, ffubble; Every mats work ſhall be made ma- 
wifeft, for the day ſþ.ll declare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by fire, and 
the fire ſballtry every mant work of what ſor! it js. If any mans work, 
abide, which be hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward. If any 
mans work (bl be burnt, he[{þall ſuffer loſe, but he himſelf ſhall be ſa- 
ved, yct ſo, # by fire. Saint Angyſtize, citing this place throughs 
out the whole ſcope of his works interpreteth it in the 21.0f the 
Cty of God, 26, chap. for the vanities which men have too nar- 
rowly embraced in this age, which we ſhall not enjoy in ano- 
ther, but they mult be aboliſhed and defaced by the repurgation 
of fire ; for that which he had not without provoking love, he 
ſhall not loſe without burning grief. And at length {hall be ſaved 
as by fire, becauſe nothing ſhall be able to remove it from this 
foundation upon which it ſhall be buile, S. Ambro/e to the ſame 
purpoſe,in his third Sermon npon the 118. P/a/. As good gold, 
even the very Charch when jr is burnt, receives not detriment, 
bur its luſtre and reſplendency encreaſe more and more. ThePerſe- 
ens eſteemed that when they voluntarily burned themſ:lver, the 
ſoul remained thereby repurged from all iniquities & miſdoings, 
which conſumed by the flames as touching the body, which had 
-Power to move the Indian Calauws and ſome others to come 
from thence, (for God would not that we ſhould advance our 
dayes by one moment) who, at the time they receive him, he wa- 
ſheth us, and cleanferh us from all preceding faults. Whereby 
ſome abuſing themſelyes thereby, attended to receive it as ſlowly 
asthey could; and others baptized chemſelves for thoſe which 
were already deceaſed. In Ztbiopia one who had conſpired a- 
' gainſt theproper perſon of their Negsz, or Emperour, by bapti- 
zing himſelfrhereupsn,before he was impriſoned, remained quit, 

So the proprieties of fire, are in the firſt place to ſhine and 
Tighten, and thar is, by it, common to the Sanne, bur it is theres 

much ſurmounted. And afterwards to warm,digett and bake, 
which this Jluminary doth alſo primicively, as we may fee in 
that the Earth produceth, but for that the naturall heat doth 
not bring them wholly for our uſe, to the laſt and perfe& degree 
of matariry, fire for the moſt part ſupplyes its'wants, and de- 


faults; for the regard of the concoQing of what we cat, for we 
K2 hardly 
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hardly thereby make our profic being raw, there where it is ba- 
ked in the fire, it becomes of more facil digeſiion, andlefle cor- 
ruptible, as having lefle of cruditics, afterwards the fire ſeparates 
ſtrange things, and not alike, and after, having taken away the 
corrupting ſuperfluities, namely the wateriſh humidity, which 
it d:iveth out, andthe oily unQuoſity, which it burns and con» 
ſumes with the terreſtricties that remain, at laſt it doth gather 
together in a new compoſure, the pure homogenealities ; which 
compoſure, then confiſteth of ſoul, body, and ſpirit, from now 
forwards inſeparable, and incorruptible, which relates to the 
three worlds, the ſou! to the intelligible, the ſpiric to the cele- 
ſtiall, and the body to the elementary; but this is not a reaſon- 
able ſoul, or ſenſitive, nor a vitall ſpirit, ſuch. as-is in animals, 
but ſubltances equipollent unto them : which may be fcen.in 
glaſs, which is an image of the Bhiloſophicall Stone... Where- 
upon Raymond Lallims enquiring; of the confetion of the ſaid 
Stone, and how men may.attain thereunto, made anſwer, hee 
that knoweth to make glaſſe, becauſe their manner of procecd- 
ing are alike; and ſuch ought that pretious ſubllance to be, 
which Hermo/aus Barbarws in his Annotations upon Plinze, and 
Appian, in hisdiſquiſition of antiquities, alledgeth to have been 
found in an-old Sepulchre, in the Territory of Padea, not above 
a-hundred years lince, having this Diſtique with two others. 
For be ſot-in with great labour, tbe digeſted Elements 
 nuder this ſmall veſſel; greateſt Olybius.. 

The Roman Horienes to Calid King of Xzypt on his Treatiſe of - 
Metallick-tranſmutation. Whoſoever ſhall know well how to . 
neatify, and whiten the ſou), and make it mount. on. high, and 
can well preſerve its body, and take therefrom all obſcurity and 
blackneflc,with the evill imel},ſhe may then replace ir in its body. + 
and inthe hour of their rejunRipon great marvels will appear: yet 
Rhaſes in his Epiſtle. Soevery-ſopl doth reconjoin to its firſt bo- 
dy: which in any other manner cannot be reunited to. another, _ 
#nd.from thence forwards ſhall. never ſeparate; for then the bo= 
dy ſhall be glorified, and reduced to incorcupticn, and toa ſub-. 
titry and brig htneſſc unſpeakable. So.that it will penetratea]l ſo- 
lid things what ſcever they be.z becauſe its nature ſhall be.ſuch, 
as of a Spirit : that which he borrowed out of Hermey, it. ſhall 


penetrate every ſubtill thing. An admirable thing. that theſe 
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Chymicall Philoſophers under the vaile and curtain of this Art, 
creating wholly about things ſo materiall as are metals, and 
that which depends thereon, with their cranſmutations by fire, 
have comprized themoſt high ſecrets of Intelligibles and even 
of the refucre&ion,whereunto it ſeems this would ſeem to ſtrike, 
wherein boJyes ſhall be glorified and reduced as into a fſpirituall 
Nature,againſt which no ſpirituall obſtacle can contradi&, nor 
hinder its ations; fromthis the Apolilz in the 15, ofthe 1. to 
the Corinthiansdoth not much vary,l: x ſown a natur all body, it 3s 
raiſed a ſpiriteall body. There 35 a naturall body, and there is a ſpi- 
ritzall body 3: how beit, that was not firſt which 14 ſpiritual, but that 
which 3s- natural/, and afterwards that which i ſpirituall. I know 
moreover, an Artifice whereuntoI have obtained in divers ſub- 
jecs, that burning an herb, the ſalt excraRed from thele aſhes and 
ſowed in the earth,alike herb will grow therefrom. But this burn- 
ing muſt be made in a: very cloſe veſſe],wherein welhall ſay more 
hereafter about Salt, and yet we will-yet bring further another of 
our expsrimentswhich ought not bee diſregarded. Of three li- 
quors ſwimming oneabove another without either mingling or 
confounding together, what mingling ſoever they be; that they 
may notTetuen into their reſidence and ſeparated: to-repreſent 
the four Elements in a little veſſel of glaſs, or alittle black enam- - 
mill groff. ly beaten-will hold place of earch in the bottom, wa- 
ter will do thus, Take calcined Tartar, or gravelled aſhes, which 
is almoſt the very ſame thing, and I:tthem go tothe moilt air ta- 
Eing the diſſolution that ſhall be madethereof, the cleareſt that 
you cat, and mingle therewith a little blew ſione, to give it. the 
colour of Sea water. . Note here a maxim, and let this be ſaid by 
the by, for thoſe that exerciſe themſelves in the Spagirique, that 
. in one of theſe reſolutions-into moiſture, which are made by 
themſelyes, all ſalts and alums, do depure and ſubtiliate, more - 
then 12,07 15..difſolutions made. with vineger. and. other like : 
diſlolvants. | 
Every thing that difſolveth is ſelfe, is of the nature of Salt and 
Alum, as Geber faith, For air;take fine aque vite which you ſhall 
turn into a Celeſtiall blew, with a little- turnſolz and for fire, 
the oil of Been, but forthat it is more rare, take of-Turpentine 
oil, which is made thus, Diſtill common Turpentine in Bales 


Arie, there will. mount up together both water and 0jl,fo white 
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and tranſparent, the one asthe other: but the oil will ſwim a- 
bove the water; ſeparate them by a glaſſe fonnell, and dye this 
oil, inco a fire colour, with Orchanet and with Saffern. The three 
liquors will never miogſe,what ever trouble you uſe to them ; 
but will ſeparate themſelves diſtin@ly, into lefle then nothing, 
by ſwimming one above another : Of the Tarpentinexthat re- 
mains in the Alembique, you ſhall extra&icby Sand, in a Cornue 
with a fironger fire, then by the bath, a thick red oil, which is 
molt excellent balm: water and oil-excrafted by the bath are very 
ſerviceable alſo,in many accidents'of Medicine and Chirurgery; 
only the white oil will make ſcars quickly fall away withour 
pain, or evill impreffion. But if with the water of the ſaid Tur- 
pentine, you difſolye ſalt of lead, you ſhall have yet a more So- 
veraign balm. But we muſt a lictle better clear this : for {ith we 
treat here of fire, and of its effe&s, what hinders but that we way 
extend our ſelves at length upon many things which our long 
labour and experiencebave acquired? This oll of lead, was 
one of Raymond Lullius,his great ſecrets : & of many other excel- 
lent perſonages,who have as it were made conſcience to remem- 
becit: for this hath been to them an entry of more admirable 


works. Somegas Riply,8& others, have taken the mimizm of lead,but 
-It is toocafle, 8 of an uneafie reſoluticn,asalſo ceruſe & calcined 
' trad. For my part I have found licharge,which is nothing elſebut 
 Jead,for a pound of litharge,you ſhall extra&14-or 15.0unces of 


lead ; purtthem into powder,andpoure thereon diſtilled boiling 


: Vinegar, ſtirring it tronely with aſtaffe,and ſodainly the vinegar 


will chargeitfelf, with the diſſolution of ltharge: Evacuarte 
the clear, and reiterate with new vinegar, ſo long till all the li- 
tharge bediſſolved : Evaporatethe vinegar, which hal! beun- 


-favory asthe water,untill the ſalt ſhall remain congealed in the 


bottom. Take thei eot a good quanticy,and put thereof with- 
in.your Cormve,; as much as it wiil hold halt full : aud put it on 
the furnace with an open breech : in the beginning with aneaſje 
fire | chafing away that which therein may appear a remainder of 
ſtrange humidity : And when the white fames {ball begin to 
appear apply thereantoa Recipient big enough, and Jute it well 
inthe Jointures;after reinforcing your fire by little and liccle un- 
till it become a very:great one, and the Corave buried in the aſhes, 
you thal ſee iflye asa lirtle continued torrent after the faſhion - a 

' flee 
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filet of oil, but white as milk, andcouldas ice, which will come 
within the Recipient to reſolye into an oil ut the coleur of an 


Hja:inth, and odoriferous, as that of Afpic, Continue the bre 
till there comes no more out of the { orzne, ard leave it there to 


| ſattlezal the night long.Sonow this ſecret oil, whereof that which 


Raimond Lullins never more expreſly faid was towards the end 
of, his ſhort Epiſtle,in theſe very terms. Ot of black lead is ex- 
trated the Philoſophers oil,of a golden color,or as it were: and 


know that there is nothing in the worid more fecret then it. That 


which remains in the Cornxe, put burning charcoals npon it,and 
that will take fire as the match of a fulee: whence you may 
draw a fair ſecret; for as long asie feels not theair , it will nor 
flame, and it may diſfolve againe with vinegar,to doeas before. 
Bat ſalt of lead difſolved in water, and yet better then Turpen- 
tine, oil will reſolve to a greater quantity of oil, and thereof 
may ſee more ample marvailes. Take this oll, which Raimmd 
Labinus calleth his wine,and put it into a ſmall Alembie of glaſfe,. 
in Balzes Marie, and diftill tkerctn aq#s ite, which will come 


in vyains even as that of wine, Drawall out fo long till the. 
dropsand'tears come to appear in the Chap, whichis a ſigne 


that there is no more flegm-: which being out in the bottome, 
there will remain a pretious ot that diſſolves gold and is admi- 
rable againſt wounds, and great accidents, from within, for ie 
holds the ſame nip potable gold: Lead having: great af- 
finity with gold, as Geber faith, with which jtagrees in Surdi- 
ety, in weight, and in that iecannot ruſt z And George Riplay 


the moſt learned Ezglifh Philoſopher, in his book of” the . 


12, portes. | 
T bere 3s extraGed oil of golden colour, 


Or like it, 0#4t of our fubiill red lead : 

When Raimond ſaid,when be wat old, 

Was mech more pretions then go!d, 

For when through age he was near deatb, . 

He thereof made, his potable Gold, 

Which revived hims as may bee ſeen. «.. 

Th u that oil and vegetable Menftrunm,evc.- 


Fn regard of the burning water therout extrafted,more inflame-- - 


ablethen the moſt finepowder of a harguebuze, it diffolves fil- 
ver into ſubrill Cryſtalline flaker, which melt atche fireofa 


RR 


lampe: . 


. 
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lampe, as eaſily as butter, and are fix as ſilver in the ſame proofs 
of fire : ſurther ſee that which the ſaid Riplay ſets down in his 
marrow of Alc:ym:/e : The body being prepared, putupon this 


water to the thickneſs of your thumb which wil ſtraight boila- 


bove chalks of the body, wichour other external fire,by diſſolving 
the body, and by elevating it, in the ſhape of ice, with the dry- 
ing of the ſaid water : and ſo let itbee reiterated , by removing 
that which was elevated. Burt to abbridge(for this 4x2 vite is in 
very ſmall quantity and very uneaſy co make) it you paſſe rwo 
parties of water of the the departure, that diſſolves the filver 
upon one party of the ſalt of lead, this will do the ſame effe& 
for. the tranſmutation of matals, but nor, within a mans body, 
where it muſtnotin any caſe bee applyed, except after grear 
{weetning,that is to ſay,a demi ſextier of the diflolution of ſtrong 
water, to make eyaporatethree or four pails of water, running 
down within by a filter to the meaſare that elevates the ftrong 
water with the ſpirits and malignity of this fire againſt Nature, 
Think not that | would ſtay my ſelf here ſo preciſely, nor re- 
firain to the Text of Saint rk, nor upon that, which de- 
pendeth upon the religion in this regard, although our pr inci- 
pall aim tendsthitherward, that wee would not enlarge b y the 
ſame means to the works and progreſle of nature, whoſe. prin- 
cipall key is Alchymie, to mount from thence to the Arcbitype the 
Creator by means of the Cabele.But we would not likewiſe here 
ſo reveal occaſions to abuſe this divine Art, to the ill tifrnings 
of perverſe ignorants,whoto gain apiece of filver would make 
no. difficalty to.deccive the world one way or other, as wee 
could do in revealing unto the means of blanching c-pper, to 
the likeneſle of filver, with Iſcicles accompanied with a Metalline 
of (fcpiment, the which,as yellow gilded as ic is, and its red ele- 
vations as rubies, being notwichita"nding bruiſed in a cop- 
per morter, and ſublimed upon burned brafſe, paſſeth within 
the head of the Cornwe,white as hlver; Bur it it be well governed, 
with the foreſaid Ificles would make indeed great alterations 
upon the Copper which nzen may wel miluſe,wherefore we will 


forbear to ſpeak thereof any furcher. We may too well ſay, 


that the preparation of this body, that Riplay tatends falver, is 
ro-calcine-and reduce it into ſalt, which'is done after this man- 
ncr-But if in the. difſolving there be 4qua forris,it lufficerh to cal» 
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cine it. Take then filver plates ofthe bigneſſe and thickneſſe of 
a riall and patthem ina Crafet, or a lietle = of Paris earth, 
/ not leaded, bed upon bed, with prepared Salt, tha is to ſay, diſ- 
ſolved in common water, afterwards filtred, congealed, and de- 
crepirted, and leaveit 10. or 12. houres with burning coals, (it 
would be better in an oven of reverberation) drawit from the 
fire ard calt it yct all hot into an earthen veſlell, leaded, full of 
water,ſa't will di{ſolve it eff therein,and that of the ſilver Which 
ſhall be calcined will goe to the botrome : Let chem reſide well, 
and ſeparate them warily, by taclination : after put again the 
plates to bee recakcined with new faſt, and reiterated as before, 
. evaporate the water, or the ſalt if it be diſſolved, and that which 
remains {hall be as good as new, tothe third or fourth reicera- 
tion, all your plates will find themſelves reduced into chalk : 
which you ſhall eafily difſolve in diftitled vinegar, for lilver, lead, 
and iron, are not of ard refolation, nor alſo Copper to take 
it in Reche of azw#r: Tin much more,and Gold more then all the 
ret, for that ics calcination, is very uneatie. Which Geber 
knew very well : the compleat calcination of Sol, is moſt diffi- 
cnlt : Herend. r; the cauſes thereof. But it would be too long 
todilace upon alltheſe things: wee will content our felyes,to 
trace ſome ſhadows of that which our perquifition and labour 
hath enabled us to acquire, by the ſpace of 50. years of one 
ſide, and another, and proved more then once, not to ſpeake un- 
adviſedly: All which ſecrets are revealed as is ſaid; by the 
Fire. And not ky mervails, ſince it analogically diſcovers 
the ſpirituall : Thou bef tried me with fire, endin mce, there 3 
Found no iniquity, ſaid the Prophet, Pſal. 16. There where you 
ſee, how hee couples fire with iniquities, as if it were ie, that 
revealed them as well as hee did the impurities of mctcalls, 
where it doth the ſame operation, and effe&, as ſalt doth, in 
corruptible things; for although metalls , bee thepermanene 
ſubſtance of all others,by reaſon of their moſt firong compoſiti- 
on which doth not permit them eafily to caſt away out of their 
radicall form any alteration which men may make them indure 
in powder, chalk, (alt, water, ot), glafſe, Hicles, and infinite o- 
ethers : which h:peneth not to one of the other elementaries, 
Minerals, Vegetables, Animals ; the which being once changed 
from their primitive form, they cannor again rote or be 
pat together. By means whereof, to hom of fire without me- 
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Lals, which are its true ſabje&, it would becasto propoſe to an 
Artiſt furniſhed with neceflaries and inſtruments, but had no 
fluffes proper to imploy them, ſo that would remain to him. 
unprofitable. In metalls then there may be revealed and con- 
fidered the faireſt ſecrets of nature, by the help of fires ation. 
Which ifin fome more particularly then in orbers,ſhe harh (tew- 
eda will to recreatr, yea to put in evidence her greater know » 
Idge. Ir ſeems this was in ſtones and and metals, then which 
nothing could be prefented more fair or agreeable to the fight, 
nor more profitable and neceſſary, at lealt in regard of Tron 
without which manslife would irkſomely paſſe away, (tee re- 
ceiving ſo many commodities thereby, Put pretious ftoncs be- 
yond the ſimple contentment and pleaſure of the eye, have no- 
thing wherewich men may know to draw out profit or ſyccours - 
in any one of our buiinefſes. And if they be oncedeprived of their 
naturall ſhiuving form, they never returnthereto again, as met- 
tals doe,. ſo puiſſant and indifſoJuble is the aſſembling of their e- 
lementarie parties, and their mixtion one with another. Where- 
fore wee mult not marvail if ſo many good ſpirits bave tra- 
yelled all their time to meditate upon this ſubj«&,and their di- 


, vers tranſmutations, having been there unto drawn raithee out 


of thole fair conliderations which they found therein tor their 


| ſpirits contentation, then for any ſordid and greedy delire of 


gain, which hath made the ignorant (o obſtinat-, who bave 
{o cried dawn this divine Arc, liſter germane to the Cabale; for 
that which the Cgballe js divine and intelligible things, into the 
profound ſecrets whereof,ſhee penetrates, Alchymze is bn naturall 
and elementary , which ſhee reveals unto us. Geber ſaiih ſome 
man cannot know the compolition of a thing, that is jgno= 
rant of its deftrugion, which ceftcuttion is pertc&ed by the te= 
paratiqns cauſed by fire, | 

Natwe then taketh great pains, care, and pleaſure, to labour 
in metals, and puts in them a very great |cngthof Timcy to 
bring them to the Jaft degree of perfeQtion, which fertlcs in 
Gold, the moſt perfect and incorruptible ſubſtance of all other s, 
and the homogeneall andequall in all his parties : whence it is 
taken for diſtributivejuſiice, for mingle a party of Gold with 
3.0r 4- hundreds of filver, or Copper, leaving them melted to- 


gether to ſport never fo litcle wihina Jitle Crufer,every portion 
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how ſmall ſoever It may be,of ſilver or copper, will ſick np jrs 
equill part avd portion of gaid. I: is moreover fo (xa@ty de- 
pured, that it cannct bz altered or corrupted by any thing,thar 
18 cicher in the carth, water,air, or fire, nor by any corrotive or 
poyſon that you can apply trereunto, Iris not corrupted by 
clay, nor burnt with any burning thing : nor mortified or 
devonred, by any green colouring, or dividing water , there is 
nothing in it ſaperfluous or defeCive': There are ( ſaith Hermes) 
ſzyen M:tallick bodirs, of which the moſt worthy and princi- 
pall is gold, attributed unto the Sun : from whence it hath its 
name, for the ſame that che Sun is to the ſtars, gold is toward 
the elementary bodies, whatthing ſoever burning it can bee, 
cannot barne it, the earth cannot corruptir, - nor the water 
deſtroy nor alter, bzcanſe its complexion is tempered in heat, 
moiſture, coldnelſe an4drineſſe,and there is nothing in itſuper- 
fluous or deficient. By reaſon whereof, I finde that thole are 
farre wide of th:ir accompr, which to keep themſelves from 
poyſoning, would {:rve themlelves with veilells of gold to eat 
and drink in; for gold reipets no more poiſons nor venomes, 
then ic would doe of capon broth : So do ſilver, pewter, copper, 
lead & iron,waich would therewith change immediately -.Even 
as a fearful 1nan,and of ſmall reſoJution,who at the encounter of 
a Serpent or other venemous beaſt, would grow ſuddainly pale, 
and cometo change colour : The care, curioſity, and afſiduors 
rravell of infinice, rare, and meditating ſpirits,by the ſpace of 4, 
or 5000 years, have found in metals ſecrets without number , 
and yet knew not to do fo well, but that they have left much 
more to enquire into, and to ſearch after : although there be bu 
ſey:nin all, comprehending therein running quick-filyer. © 
Wherein itis wondzriull, that Nature ſo copious and abun- 
dant in all her procreations, which are divers, is pleaſed in this 
reſpe& with ſo [mall a number. Metals then, being fuch whoſe 
regimentdepends on fire; which is one of the proper vilible 
ſymboles to repreſentthe moſt hidden ſecrets, and myſteries of 
Divinity, inviſible, and imperceptible to our (enſes. | 
The Prophets alfo, were willing to ſerve theraſelves for the 
molt part of their parables, and fimilitudes, znigmaes, allego« 
ries and figures; where they have covered and hid 
which they would not ſo epenly declare, for they have 
very ſeldome expreſſed rg nn did Eſap in his 5 Cham 4 
| 2 wut a. 
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where he interprets that the vifion of the Lord of Hofts, whereof 
he there brought a parable, was the people of 1/ee/,and the men 
of Fudsb his deleRable plant. And in another paſſage many w3- 
ters, are many nations. Moreover Exekze!, 23, having ſpoken of 
the two filters Abs ab and Abslibab, he {et downe that this was 
Samaria and that Ferwfslem. God by the mouth of Moſes, in the 
28. of Leviticus, and in the 28. of Dexterozomy, threatned the I(- 
raclites,faid.if they come to mif-know him,and do not keep well 
his commandements, that he wonld makethe heaven over their 
head braffe, and thejearth under them jron, which are the two 
moſt terreſtriall metals, and moſt hard and rebellious to melrand 
to handle, oppoling them tothe durity of this people, as iris 
there ſaid. / wil bruiſe the pride of your bardneſſe,aud will make bea- 
ex aver you 4s ivon, and earth at byafſe, your labour ſball conſume unyro- 
fitably, your earth ſhall net bring forth its ſeed, nor the tree yeld any frujs. 
For metals produce nothing, bur are barren 3 the Pocts of their 
{ide have uſed many forts of Metaphores, and figures, as in the 
6. of the ZEneid. an iron voice, for a ſtrong and reſounding voice, 
and Hef6ed calleth the infernall dog Cerberus, #<axuew © a yoice 
of brafſe, becauſe it is the moſt founding metall ; His woice ſpall 
ſand a5 brofſe, Fer. 16. and Origen upon the 25. et Exod Bratle js 
taken for a ifirongand thundering voice, becauſe -of its reſoun- 
ding. Al;hough I ſhould ſpeake with the tongue of Angels, and 
. kavenot charity in me, Fam as ſounding brafſe, and as a tin- 
Kling cymball, Pinder hath appropriated ro Heaven the Epi- 
thet of yam? 52125, Heaven of brafſe, in the 10. ofthe P) 1bi- 
43s; becauſe of the firme folidity of the firmament, as the word 
importech. Homer doththe ſameiin the 2. of his Odes, calleth 
it mWyam©, molt brafle, as Ewrip:des and Anaxagors, make the 
Sanne afired iron ; for the Greek Poets ordinarily doe put. fire 
andbrafle one for another; the farne doth Homer in meny pla- 
ces, a$ in the 4. of the 1liads, where Hpollo to encourage the Tro- 
Jan?, remoulirates unto thers, that the Greeks have nor impenc- 
trable bodies, of ltone, or of iron, that they ſhould be able to 
reſiſt blowes of cutting braffe, without hurting them, Theſe are 
manners af ſpeech, whichare not very firangeam the Pro- 
'phets, who haxe thereby figured'out the molt part of their ſolu- 
tians, under which. ſome myſtetico were ſhadowed; which if men 
take altogether Faw according to the Jetter, without alle- 
Fe  gormng 


of Fir2 and Salt, 7 of 

£orizing thereupon, they would find themſelves farre from their 
reckoning, as the Martyr P amphilw ſaid well inthe defence of 
Origen, ſpeaking of thofe who to ſhanne allegories were con- 
ſtrained to ſtumble at groſs impertinencics. They think it of this 
fort, ſaid he, for that they would not admit of altegories inthe 
holy writ, by reaſon whereof, alſubjeRing themſelves to the 1j- 
terall ſenſe, they imagineand invent ta themſelves fine fables, 
and k&ions. And indeed how could a man take according to 
the lette= that of the 33, of Dext. ſpeaking of Afer ? Thy foes 
ſpall be iron and hrafſe, tor he would not fay that Fſer was ſhod 
with icon and brafſe, but he would underſtand thereby his force 
and power, denoted as well by the two metals, as by thethoe, I 
will extend my fore againſt Idnmes, ſtrangers are my ſubjefFs; Theſe 
are all allegories and figures, as alſo inthe 60. of Eſay, For breſ# 
T bring thee gold, and falver in ftead of Iron, braſſe for wood, and firg for 

foxes, Marke well howthe Prophet obſerves the relations op- 
poling brafle to gold, and iron to ſilver 3 and againe, brafle to 

wood, and iron to ſtones ; for as gold excelleth filver, and 

trees ſtones, it is the ſame in the metallique order, brafſe 
is more pretious then iron. But all tends to denote that 
the heavenly myſticall Fern/alem, which is rhe Church trjum- 

phanr, ſo much moreexcellent then the Jewiſh Synagogue,ywhich 

was but a figure thereof. And ccrtainely hee that would looke 

more narrowly thereinto, the Prophets never ſpake apy thing 

improperly, even tothe leaſt trade or mechanick arts; for in their 

raviſhments they ſaw things in their realf being, within the Z6- 

pheret or ſaperceleſtiall Sanne, which is a clear ſbinlog looking- 
glaſſe,a living ſource of all Idea's,as Idea's are of formes. This is 


furthermore well to beobferved, for the regard of metals, which - 


they aſſociate commonly iron and copper for their affinitygwill 
iron make a.covenant with/iron from the North? and br ? for 
iron jiscalily changed into copper, by means of vitriolf, by pur- 
ting them bed upon bed in a defcenſory with a ftrong bee of 
bellowes, fo long cill she iron growliquid and melc into copper, 
having. firlt moitined then with alittle vineger, wherein there 
ſhould be diſſolved fal nicer, or falt peter, fat alcalt, and fale of 
tartar, with werdigreaſe, Otherwiſe put of vicriol in powder, 


and diltilt the water ina cornue, that which ſhall remaine calci- 


nedin the bogaome, impolt it with its' water, and therein quench 


the glowing gads of iron, or mm of iron, you ſhall find a 
3 
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by little and liale reduced into copper : Otherwiſe yer, diſſolve 
vitriollio common water, evaporate the water, and calcine the 
congelation that (hall reit in chebottome, Qi{lulve thar jn the. 
like water, and it will. become green , evapurate a part thereof, 
and-pur the ret. in a cave for a night, .and you ſhilk-ſke greene 
flakes, Make them red in the fice, atter ditſolve them three cr touc 
times with diſtilled vincgar, drying them every time, and the 
Qlakes will become red, difſolve them againein the ſame vinegar, 
and therein quench the gads or other iron wotk, as above laid. 
In briefe, that by the meas of vitrio},iron is conve: ted into cop- 
per, as we may ſce in penknifes iteeped in inke made of copperas 
or vitriol. 

Theſe flakes here are an entry t9a higher work, and of more 
things for Chicurgery and Medicine. But all thele praftiſes 
"(you may ſay) arelong and troubleſome and rather cha:geable 

then gainfull, agd profitable. Allo our intention here, is not to 
ſtretch to gaine, this booke is not to get bread, but to penetrate 
into the ſecrets of nature : from thence to mount and elevate his 
ſpiric to ſpirituall chings, wherero ſenlible do ſerve as aſtair or 
-as Facohs tadder ; and there are no rarer conliderations and ob- 
ſeryanices, then in fire, and metallique tranſmutations ; Copper 
on the other ſide, is changed into ftcele, if it bee true 
that ſome Rabbines quote, upon that pa flage lately alledged out 
of the 15. of Feremiab 12, Iron and Braſs, the Prophet(fay they) 
calleth Iron mixed with Braſle, Steel, which ſheweth (for we 
muſt diſdain nothing of theirs) that Damake Steel was compo= 
Ted of Tron and Copper, that is to ſay, of Iron halfe covered 
in Copper, and ſoftned to reſtengthen it the more by means of 
lead. Whereupon make what Abuhali ſets downe ina Book of 
the nature of things. 

Make a little long trench within a barre of iron , and caſt 
thereinto melted lead, then make it evaporate with a ſtrong fire 
as ofacoupelle. Put againe therein new lead four or five times, 
and the iron will grow ſoft, which you may afte. wards make 
hard againequenching itin forge water, to make lancets, and 
other br cutting irons, yea thatſhall cut other iron, with= 
out ſplinters qr gapping. And indeed we have found by expe- 
rience, that to temper well a harneſſe againſt the ſhot of harque- 
buſe, wefirſt ſweeten it with oils and gums, with wax and the 
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likeincerative things; and after we harden them by frequent 
extin&ions, in waters that make it faitagaine. Jobn the Gram- 
marian expounding this place of Heſiod, they wrought in 
braſle, for iron wasnot yer knowne, was forced: to relate the 
word x\:& to the people Chahb: in Sqythia, who (faith he); 
firlt found out the uſe of iron and ſicel.: the Poet Lucretiny in his 
5. booke imitates Hefiod in this kinde, 

Antient arms were hands aud nails, 

Stoxes aud fragments of tree bougher, 

And flames and fires, were firſt knowne, 

Afterwards the force of Iron and Brafſe, 

. But theuſe of Braſſe, before Tron, 

Steel furthermore is made of the moſt pure and ſubtiliate iron 5 
forthar it participates leſſe of the earthineſſe, then iron. The 
artifice of it, is ſufficiently knowne, and is common' in forges. 
But co come co that of Damas, you muſt firſt relweeten it of its 
too much bitt-r tartnefſe , and atter it is reduced into filings to 
makeitred in a cruſet, and quench it many times with oil of O- 
lives, where there hath often times been quenched molten lead, 
ſuddenly covering the veſſcl], for fear leſt the oil take flame. 
There are yet other ſecret ob2rvations, which our intention; js 
not to reveal all; it is enou; h to have attained to--the ma- 
xims. | | 
Now for that there is ſuch an affinity between irgn, and:cop- 
per,'that they may eaſily be converted one into the other ; the 
lame may likewiſe be done with lead,and tinne, by means of Sal 
Armonaick, and of certaine incerative powders of Borax, Salt 
peter, ſalt of Tartar, Salalchali, and other. the like, which are 
called Atincars. Panthze in his Voarchadumie, oil of glafſe,Quick- 
filver alſo, is changed into lead or tinne, according as it iscon- 
gealedtoan imperceprible vapour, either of the ane, or of the 0- 
ther, in this manner. Melt lead or tinne- in ng then lec 
them a litcle cool, ſo long that they may be taken, bur yet hot, 
or with a ſtaffe of a torch, or the like, -make a trench therein, 
wherein you ſhall put quickfilver which will be ſuddainly. con- 
gealed, but bruiſcable imo powder. Reiterate that two or three 
times, and make it afterwards boil in the juice of Mercariale,and 
will convect.jeſelfe into! metall according to the odour of, that 
it was congealedy there is |offe therein and that no a listle : bus 
is yet 
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yet atleaſt,'we may thereby ſec a poſlibiticy of tranſmnutations 
of metals : Inthis reſpe&, furthermore of lead, and tinne,there 
preſents a very fair contideration;, very uncafie to comprehend, 
and doth merit, that the cauſe thereof ſhould bee ſoughe after. 
We fee by experience, that theſe ewo metals, each apart, are 
very (oft, and of a tender fuſion, yetb ing mingled they grow 
hard, and become firm and folid, touching which ſee what Av-r- 
raes ers downe in his Book of Vapours. That which dct1 con- 
ſolide, and itrengchen tine, is lead; and reciprocally, lead tinne; 
for the glewiſh viſcoſity, which binds rheic partie*, maſt confiit 
of moiſture and drynefſe, this being done, there is no congluci- 
nation of tinne with tinne, therctore lead is mingled therewich, 
which is more moiſt, and evith lead, tinne, which is more dry : 
fo that thoſe two-mingled together, ſtrengthen one another, bec« 
ter then being ſeparated, and of their mingling, comes to pro- 
create a glewing viſcoficy,which cauſeth in them a greater durity 
then they had, and binds them more firmly , juſt as ſand, and 
chalke in the compoſition of Morter, which Albertus alſo con- 
firmes in his fourth and 6fth chapters of Minerals. But wee will 
put offall theſe mecralliqueparticuſarities, and their divers cran(- 
mutations, to our Treatiſe of Gold and Glafle, upon the 28, of 
Fobgwhere under gold we wil comprehend all that {h.] depend cn 
metals : and under glaffe, ſtones, as well naturall, as artificiall, 
and all vitrifications, and enamels. Here we will take but thar 
which will conduce to our ſubJe&, which is to treat of things 
I e,by the fenfible: after che imitation of the Prophets, 
and chiefly metals and fire, wkoſe operation is better known in 
metals , then inthe other compoſed elements. The Prophets 
then have wor no ow and braile _ i yes YI Ay 
flrength i not the ftrexgth of ſtones, nor 35 my fieſs Brafſe, Fob 6. and in 
the EU Ths rw gd my arms & a bow of brafſe. Furthermore 
inthe 4, of Adicah, 1 will make thy borne irow, and will wake thy hoof 
'Astouching iron, for a hard and rigorous opprefiion, accor- 
dingaz itis hardand inflexible of its nature, and which doth 
ſappeditate almolt all ; 1will rule them with a rod of iren inthe 
2. Palm. 'endin the q. of Det. I bave. brought thee aut of the von 
#hyypt:y there where iron denotes ſervitude; wherein 
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fire, was that of their ſouls and conſciences conſitated amidſt ſo 
many Idoletries and impieties, which muſt be unto them a ſervi- 
tude, more intolerable then all travails and afflifions; and the 
moſt ccue!l and. pitileſſe uſages of their bodies, for as much as 
the ſoul excels it, for the zeal which they carry to their God, with 
the ſame locution the Eccleliaſticke ſerved himſelfin his 28. ſpea- 
king of a wicked tongue; happy is hethat can ſave himſelf nat 
a wicked tongue, for the yoke thereof isas iron, and his band as 
the band of braffſe. But for affii ion and anguiſh, all openly in 
the 105. Pſal.v.18. Iron pierced his foul, ſpeaking of Foſeph a priſo- 
nerin Fgypr,untill his word came. To beſhort,tteceis not a point 
of locution figurative, more frequent in the Prophets, then thoſe 
that are drawn from metals ard from fire, which for the reaſon 
of its proprieties and effets, as it is one of the moſt commodi- 
ous and neceſſary things of all others, according as it is ſaid be- 
fore, for it bakes our viands, it warms us, and doth revigour us 
againſt thecolds; it clears'and lightens in the dacknels, in lieu of 
the ſuns brighenefſe, and other infinite uſages, and chiefly for the 
execution of arts and trades : Otherwiſe we may ſay that with- 
out iron, fire it ſe}fe would as it were be almoſt unprofitable for 
this reſpe&t. And Plate doth not exempt one onely art from fire, 
but the pottery of clay, inthe 3. of his Lawes, where he treats 
very excellently of the life of the firſt men; and although iron 
and copper had] brought them commodities to civilize themſelyes 
and ro poliſh them to a more humane life. So that not withous 
cauſe, theſe poor bealtly Sayages of the Veſt Tndier, did wonder 
in their groſſe underſtanding, how people in theſe parts, fo well 
adviſed and induftrious, j< a little piece of gold or filver 
unproficable to all uſes, ſhould offer them (o liberally hatchets, 
{ithes, reaphooks, and other iron work, commodious for all uſa- 
ges, and which they Could ſo ſhorten that which they had with 
ſo great pain perfeQed bur to the halfe wich fire, which was to 
to them for all inſtruments and tools, with ſome baſe pointed 
flints. But we may here likewiſe alledge to the contrarythe hurts 
and incommodities that iron bringeth, for of it, are forged all 
offenſive arme, wherewith men ſhorten their dayes by their reci- 
procall Maffacres : for that, it is Hors his true Minifter, and 
exterminator and ruine of mankinde,as Jupiter qualifies it in the 
5. of the Iliads, 
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Mars, Marizthe plague and ruine of men, contaminatcd 
with murders, overthrower of wal.. | 
Which he could not do, at the leaſt very uneaſily wichout the 
means and aid of fire.Alſo they give ic the name of Zar:.Burt let us 
here a little conſider a pleaſant allegory covered under the fiftion 
of Yen, Vudean, and Mars. Venus without doubt is mankiad, 
which is continued by venereal] propagation of linage. Its 
lawfull ſpouſe is V#leen, which by conjugall love, brings him all 
or the greateſt part of his neceſſary commodities, by reaſon of 
Meri, which is iron. But for thathe is his adultererer, he alſo 
deſiroyes the greateſt part of what ſhee procreates z; and rhe 
husband maintains iron for a double ule, good, and bad ; for 
we muſt not meaſure the works of the Creator by their apparent 
incommoditics or cvummodities. For God ſaw all that he had 
made, andthey were very good; for this goes according as the 
Creatures apply it. Isthere any thing more fair, more pleaſant 
or more deleable eo the ſight, then acteare ſhining flame ? any 
thing chat doth more rejoice then lighi? And on the other ſide, 
there is nothing more hurtfull, tujlec of damage, nor more dan- 
gerous then fire, which burneth and confumeth all that comes 
neafe it, A Satyre the firſt time he ſaw it, he rejoyced (t: angel y 
to ſee it ſo fair, ſo clear, but chinking to approach nearer, to 
embrace, and to careſſe it, when he perceived it ſo offended, 
with extreame priefe, hee was never after able to come 
near it. - We may alſo ſay the ſame of iron, as Plizie ca's it the 
bett and the work inſtrument of life; for therewith (faith he) we 
til che carth,graffe trecs, prune vines, with other intinite commo- 
dities and uſages, as chiefly to build houſes for ovr covert and 
ſafety. But on the other ide, we imploy ir no lefle, if rot more, 
in our mutual affaſlinates and maflacres to ſhorten our life; as if 
At were troubleſome to continue ſo long. Yet it is ſo ſhort with- 
; outtheinconveniencics thatſhorten it. and make of iron the moſt 
pernicious miniſter and inſtrument of all others. To which pur- 
poſe Ifloderis ſaid very well, 
. From when:e a long while agone earth was drawn 
from thence now blond 3 ſbed, 

Which proceedsrather from our maliceand depravation, then 
from the fau!r of this inanimate inſeafible ſubſtance, which nei- 
ther moves to good or tobad, butby our ſelyes. 
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Andyet, faith the ſame Pine, ic ſeemsthat nature was not 
willing wholly to excule it, but to puniſhit onely, rendring it 
ſubje&to r6ruſt, more then any other of the brother hood, aud 
principally by mans bloud , which it is ſo apt to fpill. 

The ſame natures benignity, exating puniſhment from very 
iron by ruſt, from whence humane bloud revengeth ic ſelfe, for 
being touched therewith it more ſpeedily draweth ruſt there- 
from. And indeed thereis nothing which ſooner rufteth iron 
then mans bloud. Bur this ruſt becauſe we are purpoſely falne 
upon it, it is not altogether unprofitable,though moit wholſome 
to many good effeAts,as well within as without the body,beyond 
that which it dothin tintures. Wherefore it will do no hure 
to touch ſome thing therein in this place, and therein to reveal 
that which experience hati manifeſted unto us to be moſt rare, 
and moſt important, but this is handled divers wayes. Take 
chen filings ot iron very clean, and belprink!e them with a lir- 
cle diſtilled vinegr,leaving ic ſo ina cave for two or three dayer 
or other freſh and moiſt place; and rhat will all convert inco 
ruſt, which you ſhall bruiſe very ſubtilly inan iron ora ſtone 
morter, Puticin aliccle pot, and put thereon boiling diſtilled 
vinepger, ſiirring it Juſtily with a ſtaffeor rod of iron, and the vi- 
neger will charge it ſclfe with the difſoluction of theruſt : wrne 
i by inclination, and pur therein oiher vineger, reiterating that 
ſolong,chat all the aluminolity and tinAure of the iron be dif- 
falved, and that nothing remaines but blacke and dead earths 
which you muſt caft away z cauſe the vineger to cyaporate very 
ſweetly, and there will remain a powder of Canneale colour , 
which chechymiſts call ſaffron of iron ; which is made al(o by 
patting of ſmall pieces of iron to calcinein Glaſſe makers Overg 
tor the {pace of three weeks or a month , and they will reduce 
themſelves to a ſmall and impalpable powder, as dough, red as 
blood, but it doth not diſſolve ic ſelfe in ſtrong waters. There 
is r:either Bole-armonaic,or Terre figilats, which can compare 
to them, who know we!l to praQile theic propricties and con- 
ſemblable effects. 

In regard ofthe former, take of the phlegme of Aqua vize, 
and Jo'upon allche {ame juſt that which youdid with the diftil- 
Id vineger upon the ruſt, it will difſolve more then the halfe: 
withdraw your phlegm by a light diſtillation, and upon the gum 
that ſhall reſt congealed, caſt a Aquavite, ſtirring ic ſtroogly 
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with a baſton. upon warme aſhes, but yg@b muſt not warme it ſo, 
much as the vineger and the phlegme, and when the aquzvae 
ſhall be well charged of its difſolucion, retire it by a flow diſtilla- 
tion in Belne Marie, ina limbeck ; for it will ſerve you agzine 
as before 3 and if that b2 very- proper forthe dyſenteries, and 
fluxes of the belly, with exalcerations and gangrens with ſmall 
ſhots av alſo is the ſecond Crocum drawne by the phlegme, of 
very great efficacy; and the third yetof moregdrawne by 4qua 
vie, which will remain in yellow powder the true eſſence of 
iron, which we have ſearchedeven:to the Center. Butin all dif 
ſolutions take heed toleave them well in repoſe, and not to re- 
ceive but the clear, pure,and-neat, without any feces or reſidences; 
rather put thea an houring warm bath to clarifie them, The 
vineger that remaines, and the phlegm, you may filcer, but net 
the aqua vite, becauſe of itsunfuolity : which makes it difficulc 
to ſeparate ic, from its reſidences wemuſt therefore atrend till ic 
be cleare. 

Behold theſe three earths, and the three difſolvants proceed- 
ing one and the other fromthe vegetable, that is co ſay, wine, 
the moſt excellent ſubſtance of all the vegetablce, which the Phi- 
loſopher Caliſtbenes called the blood of the earth. Now for the 
affinicy- that is betwixt icon and copper, we will here purſue jn 
one traine ſome experiments proceeding from the ſaid copper. 
Take (to ſhorten as much as may be) of the ſtone of Azzr, which 
13 a minerall of copper vhich will render you-meore then twelve 
ounces neat and liquid for a pound. 

But here we ſha]l be conſtrained to m3ke a lictle digreſſion to 
ſerve for advertiſement, In metallick diflolutions, (and let this 
be a maxim) we muſt rather take raw minerals, coming from the 
earth, and not the accompliſhed merals, and char for three rea- 
ſons. The firſt, for that excuſech you. of Jabour , and length of 
time, to calcine them, and make them difſoluble. The ſecong, 
that in the diſſolution of the minerall you ſhall find more of the 

falt, and ſhall extratt ic moreeafily, then in fix of one of their 
chalx. And the third, for that the ſpirics of metall, are not yer 
at firſt ſo impriſoned in their corporall maſſe, as in the ſuperficies 
within this minerall end in much greater aboundance : there 
when it hath paſſed the aſperity and rigour of the fire, to ſepa- 
ratethe-metal, molt pare of the ſpirits diſperſe themſelves and the 
reſt are drowned and barred faſt in the-bottome.-of the body 2 
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whence it is a difficulty to draw them ſo that afterwards the oil 
is worſeealie to extra&trom ſalc, in the diſſolution of chalkss» 
then of that which ſhall bz drawn from the minerals. Take then 
of this Azure ſtone for the ſhorter, or if you have it not of er x- 
ſine burned Braffſe, which we make conpellaxs of brafſe, in three 
parts of lead, (verdigreaſe is too gummy and unfic) cr making 
meal of the filings of copper, even as we ſaid heretofore of iron, 
putting thereunts a little ague fortzs, make it clear,which will be 
green, as an Emeraxd, and purſue it,in andthrough all as you did 
tron: till the falc or gum remain ia the bottome congealed, proper 
for to!lowulcers, and many other <ffe&s of chicurgery; you 
may yet governe this gum with phlegme and aquavite, as you 
did iron. An4 of the ficſt very gumme extrafted by the vineger, 
nay thence draw an oi), as it was faid of lead. In. regard of the 
earths that remain of the diſſolutions of the /aquavite, without 
any: further diſſolving of ic, nor leaving any tinRurechiereiti, nor 
to disjoin them which is hard to do,nor to clarifie the aqna'vire, 
but will remain impaſtced cogether as milk wich dongh, for they 
will be white, after you have dryed them well in the Sunne, or 
before a gentle fire. Put them upon a plate of iron, or of warmed 
copper: and jf they fume norgit is a ligne they are all deprived. of 
their ſpirits, . Yet pu: them in a cornue, with a naked bottome 
among coals, and perfe& the drying of them; thenat laſt givea 
fire of calcination, Calt aqua vite thereon to diffolve that which 
you.can; andevacuating the difſolution, perfe&to dry the moi- 
ſtore which may thereof remain giving againe fire of calcination 
.intheend: andagaine putting aque vite thereonto perfe the 
extraction of all the falt thereia remaining, which will be per- 
fe&:d in the third or fourth reiceration. I have put youto an 
addrefle of greateff:ts, where I do not pretend eo lead you by the 
hand any further,not to injure good and curious fpiries , that by 
long labonrs and perguilitions have travelled to obtaine that 
which others had better cheap,and alſo-to-that which we reſerve 
for 01r diſcourſe of Gold and Glafſe, where we will declarethat 
which ſhall here be left imperfe&, not having attained, but by 
the ewd of the lip : wherefore we will take but that which is neceſ- 
ſary toclear what the Prophets have thereupon touched in their 
parables and fimilitudes. In the firſt place of the two perfe& gold 
& ſilver, on which they have moſt infifted on the good part,for the 
1 mperfe&inne, copper, and iron, _ have ordinarily applyed 
3: eY 
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co the worſt part for vices and depravatiors,contumacies and du- 
ritiesz and lead for vexations and moleſtations. Gold for true 
belicte, faith, piety, and religion, and in ſum, all that which 
coneernes.the honour and ſervice of God ; Silver, for good and 
charitable works of mercy; due in reſpeR of our neighb»ur. So 
that theſe two metals repreſent the two tables of the Deca- 
logue, Andit would not be farre from the purpoſe to make a 
trimming of the Altar. The firſt of gold, containing four pre- 
cepts, in four azure letters, which lignificth heaven, and the 0- 
ther of filverin green letters, fignifying the earth. Origen $n the 
2. Homil. upon this text of the ficſt of Canticles (We will make thee 
borders of gold, with ſtxds of filver, ) triumpheth to allegorize the 
ſhape of gold, this (ſaith ke) holds the figure of the inviſible and 
incorporeall nature, (and this for that ir is of a ſubſtance ſo ho- 
D# pa ſubtill, chat nothing can extend tt ſelfe more fine) 
and filyer,repreſents the vertue of the Verb, following that which 
the Lord faid in the 2. of Hoſea, 1 have given ongold ond ſilver, and 
you have therewith made Idols to Baa!l. But we make the Holy Scri» 
pture [dols of gold and ilver, when we turne the ſenſe thereof to 
ſome perverted interpretation : or that we w: uld Pindarize it 
by elegances, as if vertue conſiſted on the vaine flowers of Rheto- 
ricke, for in doing this we open our mouth, as if we would (wal- 
low and ſack in heaven, whilſt our tangue licketh the earth, like 
as if the Prophet ſhould ſay, 1 have given yow ſenſe and reaſon, where- 
by you ought to acknowledge me for your God, and reverence mt; but you 
have turned th:m eſide, and therewith bave made Ido!r 5 By ſenſe are 
underſtood the internall cogitations which repreſents them, and 
by Reaſon, which is x%y©- the word, for ithgnifies the one and 
the other, as fiiver denotes, Pſa'. 12.6. the words of the Lord are 
pore word!, a4 ſilver proved in the fire, when they ſay, 01 bo'd, that ſilier 
rred is the fire, 14 the tongue of the juſt, are n0t my words a fire? Bur 
Ch:rubins are faid to be gold,becaule they interpret them for the 
plevirude of divine Science. And the Tabernacle of the aJliance 
is of Gold allo, becauſe it carries the t-pe and i1 age of the Jaw 
of nature, where conſilted the gold of ſcience; fo that Gold is 
refered to the conception and thought, and ſilver tothe word, 
according to which the wiſe man alludeth in the 25. of the Prc- 
verbs, As Golden apples ith filver nets, /o 1s he tbat (peaks word in a 
fu /e2,5n. Hitherto Origen. But will we hear what Zohar ſets down, 
from whence Origen hath fiſhed out the greateft part of his rare 
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and profound meditations and allegories, and to the purpoſe of 
thoſe apples of gold, enchaſed within the nets of filver. The 
gold from above is che gold ſagwr, incloſed or folded up ; that 
trom helow is more expoſed coour ſenſes, (nothing ſhould ber- 
rer agree to the H:ſſibe which is the true pure gold of Erthab, 
mentioned Gen,2. hee which is reincloſed within blyer,) namely 
his divini:y,and reſhut op with the humanity. Z»bar purſues it; 
In the Tabernacle there were-mingled gold, and filver, to afſem- 
ble the divine myftery above itrone ſubje&, where ſoveraigne per- 
feftion was found. :Buc the Cherabims were all of gold, thewing 
their Angelicall nature which doth not participate of any cor- 
poreity, without any flver or copper mingled therewith. Gold 
within filver exprefſeth mercy, by which the whole univerſe was 
builr, (the world was built in mercy,)upon which Gods. Throne 
is eſtabliſhed, H# Royal! ſeat ſpell be prepared in mircy. - But the 
rigour of judgement ir deligned by copper, which approacheth 
to the colour of bloud, without the akin whereof, allo there 
is no remiilion. ay 
And therefore it was ordained, that Hoſes ſhould ere a Ser- 

pent in the Wildernefſe to heale thoſe who were bitten by the 
vermine and caſt th-ir eyes upon it. Then gold, filver, and cop- 
per, are the three mecals that go together, the Chs/m#], or the 
elArum of Ezecbiel, And there is a faire meditation upon the 3 

colours, which are theſe, white, of 6lver, that repreſents water, 

is mercy, manifeſted by the particle F-b, aſſigned co the Father, 

which the Apoſtle cals the fatber of mereies, 1 Cor. 1.3, Copper 

that in redneſſe imitates fire , is the rigour and the ſeverity of 
jullice, which the Xgyprians call Din, attributed to the Holy 

Spirit, againit which if any blaſpheme, hee ſhall neither be pare 

doned in this world here, nor in the other. The third, in the 
middle of two, is the citrinity of the gold, compoſed of white 

and red, as we may ſee in ſaffron, bloud, vermillion, and other 
the like, tempered with water, which is white, for from thence is 

procreated a golden yellow; for Citrinity,ſaith Geber,is nothing 

elſe, but a determinate proportion of white and red. And this 

guilded citrinity is attributed to the Sonne, who participates of 
Mercy and Juſtice : in purſuance of that ſpoken in the 16.0f &ecl. 
11. becauſe mercy and wrath are with bim. But latten or copper, 
which in its exteriour hath 'ſome reſemblance with gold, ons 
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within all impure and corrupt, denoting hypocrifie, which un- 
der a maſque of pious zeale, and religion hatcherh its wicked 
defires,.anddeteſtable ambitions, impicties, erroneous opinions, 
luſts, animotitiss, revenges, and other unjutt and peryerſe inten- 
tions. The whiteneſlc of the filyer, on the one {1de,of which this 
letton participates, for it is but at 16 Carats being pallied by th: 

\ rodneth of copper, that cauſcth it cierinity, But this rednetle is 
bur cruelty, and malice, which corrupteth gentle 15cericy. IF 
your ſinner Were 41 red as ſcarlet, or vermillion , they ſpall bee a white 

« ſnow, Eſay 1.16, 

In regard. of lead, it is pat for vexations and molelſtations , * 
wherewith God doth vilitus; by means whereof, hee bringerh 
us unto repentance ; for as lead burneth, and exterminaterh all 
the imperte&ions of meta)l, which Buetizzs the Arab; 3n, calleth 
water of Sulphur ; ſo tribulation diveſteth us-here below, from 
many ſpots, which wee thereby have contracted, ſo that, Sr. 
Ambroſecalleth it, Heavens Key, following that which is written, 
AT. 1 £4.22. Through many temptations we muſt enter intothe King= 
dome of Heaven. The Apoſtle Kow.5. 3. and 4. &c, nſeth a very 
fine gradation, T ribu/ation b:g:ts patience tpatience experience, and 
experience bope, aud bepe maketh not afbamed, becauſe the love of God 
3 fſbed abroad in onr bearts by the holy ſpirit, that 3s given unto w. 
Fire denotes tribulation, whereupon the ſaid Saint Ambroſe up- 
on the ficit plalm,Fire faith he, burneth waxe, which melts it 
ſelf to bee purged, and wee are proved by fire, for God deſiring 
to converta linner chaſtiſeth him, and burnech him, to purge 
him: for fire is light to Beleeyers, and puniſhment, to the incrc- 
dulous. Said Saint ferome very wellupon Exzechie!. That fire 
illuminates Beleevers,and blinds Infidels,ſerving for nothing bus 
ſmoak which makes them weep, and darkneffe, as ſ\moak which 
is noxious to the eyes. With which fume the houſe of 1/rae/ was 
all filed and darkened; Let the juſt then rejoyce, when they 
ſhall find eheavſelves upon this text of the 50. Pal. 3. A fire (hall 
bura in his fight, for they ſhall be thereby hemlnaced, and ob- 
ſtinate linners burnt by the ſame, having the two properties to il- 
laminate, and byrn : for that icillaminates, it muſt bee the ho- 
ly Spirit, which is che true fire, that is kindled in our hearts, an 

not fooliſh and preverſe opinions, vain and erroneous, which 
would quickly draw us to thaaywhich the Prophet E/ay ſaith, 
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Chap. 50, 11.Bebold off yee that kindle a fire, and chat compaſſe your 
ſelver #bout with ſp arks,walk in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks 
that ye have hindled,and you fball flcep in ſorrow. From thence faich 
Origen, it ſeems that finners kindle themſelves a fire, wherewich 
they muſt be crucified. O 1/reel thox baſt deſiroyed thy ſelf, Hoſ. 13. 
And inthe 28. of Ezek, 18. I will bring forth « fire, from the midf 
of thee, it ſball dewoure thee, and I will briug thee to afbes pou 
Earth, The matter then which entertains it, are our iniqui- 
ties , and our offences, their iniquity ſpall burn « fire. Andin 
the 7. of Ecde/. 17.T he vengeance of the ungody #1 fire, and wormer, 
which toucheth upon that in the 9. of St. Mark. 44. alledzed 
out of the 66. of Eſ4ieh24. Wheſe worm ſhell not aye, nor their fire 
bee quenched: for the one and the other are endlefle, namely the 
fice that burns them, and the worm that gnawes their conſci- 
ences im this world, and in the other, torments them for ever. 
There where on the contrary, if God ſer it on fire, wee may ſay 
with one of our ancient fathers, O happy flame,but not burn- 
Ing, illuminating, but not conſuming : Thou doſt transform 
whom thou doſtrouch, fothat they, even merit to bee called 
Gods.Thou haſt warmed thy Apoſtles, who forſaking all things 
but thee, have been made Gods children: Thou haſt warmed 
the Martyrs, who have fpilc their bloud : Thou haſt warmed 
the Virgins, who by the fire of ;Divine Love, have quenched 
the heat of concupiicence. The Confeſſors likewiſe, that have 
ſeparated themlelves fromthe world, to join and to unite un- 
to thee. So thaterery creature, by the bencficence of this fire, 
repurgeth it ſelf, from its coinquinations,and ordures,and there 
is nothing exempted from its hear, if it would come to injoy 
the fellowſhip of God ; for itis this fire, that kindlcth in us by 
the illaminations of the holy Spirit, by means of our eorporall 
eribulations, which brings us ſooner to God, then any other 
thing,of which Leadis one of their ſymboler, working the ſame 
operations in mertals,as affliftions do in us. There is ſo gallant a 
pallage inthe 6. of Fer. under the figure ofa Coupelle, which I 
think, that there is nota Goldſmith, Refiner, or a Meeclemang 
which hath ſpoken more properly: T hey are of corrupters, 
ſpeaking of the F-wiſh people, then iron or copper. The bellows 
are burnt, the Lead is conſumed in the fire, the Fownder melteth in vsing 
for thelr wickednefſ.s are not plucked away, R:probate ſilver ſhall men cal 
them, for the Lord bath rejeGed oo ———_ Rab. Solis : lixle 
nter- 
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interveared for that hee doth not well undecitand the CoupeJey 
being willing to adjoin one of his own, The prophet ſpeaketh 
here (ſaith hee)of God as of a Goldſmith, who delirons to 
purge gold puts thereunto lead ortin, that the fire ſhould not 
conſumethe gold : for after the lead is conſumed, the fire hurts 
the gold by conſuming it, Mark what it is toſpezk unadviſed- 
ly of things wee doe not nanderſtand, for io doing we ſuffer our 
ſelves to fall cafily into groſk abſurdities : Thereare are heretwo 
faults ſo apparent, that eyen appr<ntices would mock at them : 
the oneto mixe Tin at the Conpete or alhes in ſtead of lead: for 
it would not bee fit: alſo the Prophet takes heed therein, See 
what Geber ſets down, in the Chap. of ſhes, Mcealls that partici- 
pate leaſt of the ſubſtance of quick-fi]v:r, 2nd more of Sulphur, 
ſeparate themſelves ſooner and moreealily from their mixtions. 
So'that lead, becanſe it hath more of the Sulphureall terceſtrejry, 
and lefle quick-filyer, ic is of more tenderand light fuſion, then 
any other : hardens [eſſe in the the coupple and ſeparates ſooneſt: 
therefore it is more ptoper to thisexamination,for that it carries 
away with lcfſe time and pains,the impu: iti-s ofimperfe&t metals, 
mingled with gold an.ifilver. Upon which there is no ation, 
and by conſcquentb-ings lefſe domage thereunto : the:e where 
becauſe the ſubſtance ot tin participates of much quick llver, and 
of little fujphurous earthineſſe,fo that teing more pure and ſubt:1, 
the more profoundly it ming]: s ic felt, 2nd adheres more firong- 
ly to gold and(i]ver, from which it is ſeparated more ſlowly and 
more unwillingly,wich ſo much of thcir loſſe and falling off: the 
other error is to think, that when the ]-ad in the Co:yell- hath ex» 
terminated the imperfeQ metals, and it elf is partly gone away 
in ſmoak, partly burned, and partly ingju:d, withinthe Compebe 
s in vitrified litarge, fire cannotin any thing burt gold, for be- 
ing fire and pure, ic would remain therea thouſind years with- 
out the lofle of one grain: ro which nothing of things is want- 
ing, itiseven ſafe in burnings, and great fires; the matter re- 
maining ſaid Pliny well,ſpeaking of gold in his 33. Book,chap.3. 
as wee may ſce by experience, The prophet ſaid then, and that 
ſoproperly as nothing more, that even as when there are more 
impurities mingled with gold and filver,ro repurge them we muſt 
put thereunto morelead at once. So the Jews iniquities were ſo 
greatthat it was needfull to viſit them with more afflitions one 

upon 
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upon another to make them know their offences and to forlake 

them: as Phylitians who redouble ofcentimcs their purgations 

and medicaments in thoie bodies, where the malady is contuma- 

cious and rebellious ; for tribulations and adverſities, are in 
us as fire, and as lead,in impure metals: As gold and filver are 
tryed by the fire, ſo the Lord tries our hearts, Prov. 2. and inthe 
2. of Eccieſ. 5. What ſoever 1s brought npon tee, take p 2tiently, for gold 
and ſilver, are tried by fire, and men by the furnace of tribulation, 
and anguiſh:;Saint Gregorie in his Paſtoralls upon this paſſage of the 
I 1. of Ez: kiel,who dilateth and infiſteth hacd upon this metaphor 
and fimilicude. The bouſe of Ijrael is to me become droſſe, a8 they are 
brafſe and tin, and jrow inth: midft of the furnace, and they are the 
droſſe of ſilver. and therefore ſaith the Lord, I wil gather you in the midff 
of leruſalem, as a maſſe of ſitver, braff, tin, and irox, and of lead, into 
the mids? of the furnace, to blow the fire upon 1hemto melt tbem, So 
I will gather them in mine anger,end in my fury, yea I will gather them 
and blow upon th:m, in the fire of my wrath, and hey ſhall be melted, in 
the midſt thereof, As ſilver is melted inthe midſt of the furnace, ſo 
ſhall they be melted in the midſ8 thereef, and they ſpall know, that I the 
Lord have poured my fury upem them. Saint Gregory, interprets 
this for the Fews, who intheic ſtrong adverſities would nor leave 
ro goout of the way of their vices, and depravations, and 
would receive no correftion but made themſelves worſe : Malae 
chy 3. 3. uſeth the ſame form of fpeech. The Lord ſhall fst to mele 
and prrge ſilver, bee ſhall purifie the Sonnet of Levi, and purge thene 
4 041d, and ſiluzr,and the; fp.ll offer tothe Lord an »fſcring of righteonſ= 
neſſe. See how hee there reſembleth very well, Gold to Faith, 
and Religion and Silver to works, for ii the oneand not the 0- 
ther be not very clean,in vain would we preſent them unto God, 
And all this mait bee perfected by fires according to which the 
Palmiſt ſpeaketh, Thm hiſt proved my heart, and baſt viſited me in 
the night, thou haſt examined mee by fire, andtbere is no iniquity found 
in mee, Pſal. 17.3. for (as St, Chryſoſtome ſaith) fire according to 
the will of God, doth divers operations. It did not burn the 
three children in the furnace, yet burned thoſe that were with- 
out: and as the $:a gave way to the Tſraeliter, to paſſe on dry 
foot, and drowned Pharaob, and all his that purſued them. 
There is a fire, ſaich St. Ambroſe, upon the 39. Pſal.verſe 3. which 
with its Ardor devonreth the tranſpreſſion, and bloneth ont bhe fin : But 
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nothing common here, with ſpiricualicy, but by way of analogy, 
and correſpondence ; there being a very greatdiſproportion be- 
wixc intelligible and ſenfible things, as in Fer. 20. 9. And there 
wa 4 barning fire in my bones. In ſum that the holy Scripeure 
is ſtuffed with theſe manner of ſpeeches drawn from fire and 
metals. Asin Heg. 2.8. T befilver is mine , and the gold 55 mine, 
faith 1be Lord of Hoſts, Gold,filver, and all metals, yea generally, 
all- things whatſoever, although they may bee ſaid to bee of 
God; as St. Ferome ſaid very well, foraſmuch as he created them, 
and gave them being, ſubfiſtance, and maintenance. The earth 
the Lord and v5e ſwineſſ: thereef : notwithſtanding this gold and 
filver, which God alleadgeth here wore particularly co bee his, 
muſt bee underſtood myftically. By filver, interpret the law of 
the mouth, T be words of the Lord are pure words, as filver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified ſeven timer. And by Gold (faith Zobar) 
the written Law, where there are many brave meditations to be 
conſidered; for there ia nota form of & letter, point nor accent, 
bat importeth ſome myſtery, as it is particularly ſpecified in Ghje 
nab Egoz in the garden of drowning of Rabbi Foſeph Caſtigo-. 
On the other ſidefilver is applyed to.the old Teſtament, gald to 
the New. O-igen confronts Faith to Gold , and the confeſſion 
and preaching thereof to ſilver. That chere, to the conceptions 
of the thoughc,and this here,to the word and enuntiation made 
by month which expreſſerhit, and puts it eur. The tongue of the 
jultis choſen ſilver. Of which two mctal:,nimely of right Faith 
and purity of conſcience,and of yerball confellion, the Temple, 
and Church of God in Chriſtianiſm,and the glory of him was 
greater then the Fewiſh Law,which was but a dark (ſhadow the re- 
of. Sothat gold, deſigns the heart,that correſponds co the Sun, 
and to fire: and filver words, with Salt wherewith they muſt be 
ſeaſoned : The word is near unto thee:.even im thy month, ard in 
#by beart that theu meiſt dee i1: which the Apoltle appropria- 
ting, If how confeſſe the Lord Teſws with thy month, and doſt bel:eve 
in thy beart, thet God bath raiſed him fromthe dead thon ſhalt be ſaved : 
for wee beleeve with the beart to Infliflegtion,and confeſſe with the month 
10 bave Salvation. It is gold and filver which hee would that 
wee ſhould build 'on his foundation: the gold jof Heavilab, that 
groweth within the terreftriall Paradiſe, with the Carbuncle and 
the Emrauld which the. Plalmiſt in the 67. Pſelm] calleth the 
Greens of Gold. Behold 
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- Behold herethe depurements that fire operates where it paſſeth * 
anJ chictly upon metale,which are of a moſt ſtrong and perſiſting 
compoſition, as any other Elementary ſubſtance, Faves wee 
have therein a little inſiſted, becauſe that the Prophets have 
therein founded the greatcit part of their Allegories : where wee 
mult note, that th:y have commonly put the imperfeR, lead, tin, 
icon, and copper, in the bad part, and ſometimes gold alſo: as 
in Fer.-5 1.7. Babylon is a golden Cup : and in the 2. of D.z, 32. 
ipeaking of Nebuchadaezar, Thou art the Golden head, more in 
the 31. of Exe. there are many chances in gold 3 Zober calls ir 
Satans dung, following the Text of the 37. of Fob 1 Gold comes 
from th- North: for the North is alwayes taken by the Cabaliſts 
inthe evil part, becauſe the Sun never paſſeth thereby, and ie 
relates to midnighe, where the hurtfull powers are in their greas 
reputation and vigour: as on the contrary, Noon in good part ; 
Wee :nuſt not then underſtand , that Job would ſay that gold 
came from the Northern parts, for it grows notthere by reaſon 
of their continuall colds: but in ſome certain place,where it pro- 4 
creates; this is more ordinarily cowards the North: againſt which 
the Sun, as againſt a But, darts ics beams, being to the Meridi-- 
onall part, as likewiſe all good wines, And to this purpoſe 
Franci/cus Oviedws in his 16. Book, Chap. 1. of his ane hiſto- 
ri of the Indies, ſpeaking ofthe Iſle of Borichew,puts this ,Bori- 
chtn,otherwiſe called Sc. Johns Ifland,. is very rich in gold, and- 
men draw it,in great quantity, even onthe Northern fide, as in 
the oppoſite part towards the South, it is very fruicfull of vieu- 
alls: theſamealſo is found even in Spain it ſelf, Goldthen is 
fometimes taken in the worler part, as in the golden Calf whick- 

the 1/r 2ebites melted in 4Zoſes his abſence, from whence one of 
their Rbbins ſaid, there had never befallen them any calamity 
and miſery, but there was anfounce of that Idol mingled there- 
with:Silver becauſe of its whiteneſſe;denotes Merey,is alwayes in- 
the good part, and firſt incſteem before gold, as it is Hag.the 2. 
Hine is the ſilver, and mine 34 the gold. The Onorocriter allo hold, . 
that to dream of gold preſageth ſome near aftii&tion, becaulc ir a- 
greeth-in colour with gall, and the _ in the cars, two ſubk- 
ences extreamly bitter:and bitternelle ſignifies, trouble,anguilh, ' 
and grief; as Pearls doe tears for their reſemblance : Bur filver 
expreſſeth joy and merriment. _— therefore ſaith the fame = 
| 3. 'X 
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har, Goldis attributed to Gabriel, and Silver co Hichael,which in 
order is his ſuperior, Braſle to Uriel,becauſe it repreſents him in 
colour of fire, faith to Vroithe Caldees,Gold, faith he, and fire 
macch together, and copper with them, where was builr the lice 
Altar without, where the blond of the Sicrifices was ſpilt, and 
that wichin was of gold, Exed. 38, and 39. Silver is the primary 
light ofthe day, and Fecob. And gold, that of the night, and 
Eſa or Edom red:Silver repreſents milk;and gold wine, alluding 
to craft and ſubcilty, where it is ſaid, in the 2. Eccleſs / 
ge to draw my fiſh with Wine, ts give myſelf unto Wiſes 
me. 

But to return to our principall purpoſe,fire amongſt cther ics 

. propertics and effeRts, iz very purging,and alſo in fleſh, and other 
corruptible jubſtances , Salt conſumes the greateſt part of their 
corrupting humors: fire aliodoth the ſame,and analogically ſpi- 
ritual fire, which is nothing but the-charitable ardor ot the Holy 
Spirit, that inflames us with Faich, Charity, Hope. Shakes off 
the impurities of our ſouls, as itis Eſa, 1.25. I will parely purge 
aws) thy droſſe, and take away all thy tin, for this place here in the 
10. of the ſame Prophet,verſ. 17. Azd the light of Iſracl,ſpaB be for a 
fore, and bis bol one for @ flame, (heweth ſuthciently that the Holy 
Spirit-is not only light, bur fire and flanic, which falteth 
and repurgeth our conſciences from corcuption, vices, and igi- 

aitics. 

A The Sun alſo, which is a viſible Image of the inviſible Divi- 
nity, as for light, fo for its vivifying heat, wherewith all ſenlible 
things are maintained,as the intelligible by che ſuperc. leſtial Sur, 
works the ſame effe& in caſe of purification,as fire. As we may fee 
by experience, as the places where the Sun-deams come not, are 
ever muſty and mouldy, and to puritie them wee open windowes 
to. admit light iato them: and there make great fires, which is 
very proper in the time of the Plague, for it chaſeth away ill air, 
as light doth darkneſſe. Alſo evill (picits, who have more re- 
putationin-:the dark, from plague walking in darkneſſe, the Hee 
brews call this Divell ravaging by right Peter, and from his vio= 
Jence and Mc:ridian Divell, chat of the 4zy Keteb; the Greeks 
Euwgera There is in the fire, faich Pliny, a certain faculty and 
medicinal} yertue againthe Plague. Who for the abſenceand 
hiding of the Sun, comes to form it felt : wherein wee find by 
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lightning ichere and there may bring great comfort and ſuccour 
in many kinds. As Empedocles and Hippocrates doe elſewhere 
ſufficiently demonſtrate. There was alſo a Phyſitian at Atbers 
that got mach reputation, by caufing them to kindle many fires 
ducing the Plague time. Sothat, the true Plague of the ſoul be- 
ing iniquitics and offences,which poiſon it, its theriac or counter=: 
poyſon, cannot bee better found then in the fire of contrition 
that the Holy Spirit kindles therein : Aly heart was hot within mee, 
whil: 1 was mnſing,the fire burned, Pſal.39.3. There is allo a fire of 
Tribulation which was ſpoken of betore, that conſumes our va- 
nities, and unruly concupiſcences 3 and makes us retun to God, 
whereupon one ofthe ancient Fathers ſaid, it was a happy tri- 
bulation that forceth co repentance. And St. Grezery, the evils 
that preſſe us here, doe compell us the ſooner ta come to God. 
Ard-that for cuc greater good, that God:doth thus burn us by 
the fice of tribuation ; rhat which:was ſaid by the P/almift 26.3. 
Prove me O Lord,ond examine mee, try my reins, and my keart:And in 
the 13.0f Zach.verſ. g. I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
I will refine them as ſilver 3 refﬀued, and I will try them as Gold us zried: 
F-r fire hatha double propzrty, as hath been (aid, che one to 
{cparatethe pure fromthe impure, and the other to perfe& that 
which remains of the pure. Takeaway ruſt from hlver, and 
icwillgo forth a moit pure ve]:1Il; But the propricty of theſe 
{igaitications is bctrec kept inthe Hebrew, then in any other 
tongue. Where the verb Szareph is joined and attributed unto 
filver, which fagnities, to melt, and to refine, ani1ro{Gold Baban 
to prove. The one denotes Gods in Ele an holy purity of con= 
{cience by filver, the other by gold a perfection of conſtancy, 
which wee cannot know berter then by proof: and from thence 
comes dignity andeternall glory;the one and the other acquired 
by thefire of Examination and of probation ; for, as ſaith St. 
Chryſoſtome,that which fire is towards gold and filver, the ſame 
is tribulation in our ſoules from which fire cleanſeth the impn- 
rities and uncleannefle, and makes them near ſhining : follow- 
ing that which is ſaidinthe 17, of Prov. «A's filver 5s tried by 
fire, im the furnace, fo God proveth the bearts of bicCreaturer, and in the 
27. of Eccleſ. ver. 5.T be flernace mynb the Potters weſſe, and tents- 
tion of tribulation, trieth good men. There are many, ſaith one of 
the Fathers,who whilcft they are red in the fire of adverſity, _— 
cthem- 
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chemſelves flexible, and malleable, bur departing therefrom, 
of they harden themſelves again as before, making chem(elves unfi 
I for converſion or;amendment; Origen in bis 5, Homi.ie upon 
||| the 3. Chap. of beg N ave, they that draw near unto me, draw 
it near unto fire : If you bee(faith hee there) Gold or filver, the 
| nearer youcome to the fice, the more you will become reſplen- 
If dant: but if you build with wood, ſtraw, or chaffe, upon the 
if foundation of Faith, and come near the fice, you ſhall be con- 
| ſumed : very happy then are :hoſe that drawing near the fire, are 
| therewith lightned and not burnt. According as it is written 
FI88 In the 3. of al. The, Lord| will ſanGifi: thee in burning fire. 
St. Awgaſtine, upon a verſe of the 45. P/olm Fee bave Lia b 
Pater, and fire; Fire burneth (ſaith hee) and water corrupteth: 
When adverfity comes upon us, it is as it werefire unto us: and 
worldly proſpericies on the contrary are as water. Theearthen 
veſſel] that is well hardened in the fire, tears neither water nor 
| * fire. Let asthenſtudy to ameridour felves by the fire of tibu- 
iF lation, by bearing it patiently , for it tae pottery be noe firmly 
Krengthened by fire, the water oftempora!l vanity will ſoften it 
If and mingle it as durt. And therciore wee mutt paiſe through 
| the fire, to come to the water of Mercy, and Grace, whereof 
Sc. Fobn ſpeaketh in the 3. of S. Hat. I Baptize you with ater unto 
', repentanes,but bee that comes after mee is ftronger then 1.aud be will B:p= 
| 8i&e you with the boly Spirtt, and with fire, Of which fire we may lee 
inthe 16. of W;ſdeme, 17. for it is wo::derfull,th:t in the water 

i ehat quencheth all chings, fire ſhould be moit powertul). That 
i which made St. Augrifiine himiclf (ay; that in the Sacrament of 
; Baptiſm, which they exerciſe and Catechile, they firlt came to 
fire, and afterto the Baptiſm of water : where the ſame comes to 
the cemptations of this age, where in the anguiſh which oppreſ- 
ſeth us, the firefirit preſents it (elf, but when the fear therein 
is ouc, it is to bee feared that a wind of vain glory proceeding 
from temporall felicity, diſſolve ic not into rain, which will 
.come to quench the fire of heat and Charity, which affiiftion 
hath taken within our Souls. To this purpoſe, trom fire to 
bapeiſmall water, deſigned by the aforeſaid pallage, wee have 
paſſed through water and fire, this b-ats upon thc 31. of Namb. 
' of clenfingby fire, and b water, according as the chings may 
ſuffer : for viſible baþtiſm, it wade by viſible water, and _ 
tac 
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the water conſiſts in parts which is nothing clſc birt congealed 
watcr, bythe a cuity of fire thruſt thereinmto : with which fais 
every Sacrilice mult bee ſalted, that is toſay, theexternall man), 
and the inviſible baptiſm of the intgrnall fpiricuall man is 
wroughe by the Grace of the holy Spirit repreſented by fire 
which of ic ſelfis inviſible, and unperceivable, except it bee atta- 
ched to ſome matter,as the ſoul is in the body : This fire there 
burneth inus mortall fins, and the water waſheth away Veniall 
and Originall. DS 

But ſome wil demand, Whatis that fire, from whence comes it, 
that ſo purities cur ſouls, and warms them in the Love of Gods 
andillightens chem with his knowledge? for wee love nothing 
but whac weeknow: and wee cannot know God, nor fee his 
light, bue by his light (1s tby /3ght ave ſpall ſee lig bt:) that is to 
ſay,by hisword and parol who hath youchſated to revelt us with 
our fleſh. Thy word is a ficry word, and thy ſervant loveth it. 
Ic this fire then which our Saviour faith, hee wes come to ſend 
into the earth: and what will I, if it bie already kindled ? For 
as Prometheus brought fire here below, which hee had lighted,in 
one of the wheels of the Suns Chariot : The word hath ren» 
died, lightened in the Mercavab Chariot or throne ot God, 
which is all officeg as alſo in the 17. of Dan. verſ. g. Origen in 
his 13. Homil. upon the 25, of Exodws. Jacinth, Purple, double 
Scarlet, and Silk : fets down, that theſe four repreſented the four” 
Elements, Silk or Linnen, the Earth from whence ic came; Pur-: 
ple, Water, becauſe extraed from bloud with the ſhell or cockle 
of the ſea; Jacinth in Hebrew Tecbekh,the Air, for ic'is withoue 
ni and Scarlet, fire,by reaſon of its red enflamed co- 
Jour. But wherefore is itthere ſaid, that Hoſes redoubled the- 
fire; and not one of the reſt? Becauſe that fire hath a double 
propriety, the one to ſhine, and to bee bright, and the other' to 
burn ; wee muſt underſtand corruptible things, for upon the jn- 
corruptible, wee muſt look upon for this regard, to refine chem 
and amend more and more, Did net onr haorts burn withiv ns: while 
he talked with us by the way, and whzle beegpentd 10 15 the Seripturt fl” 
Luke 24. 32+ laid the Pilgrims of Emer, And this is it wheres' 
fore it is commanded in the Law to offer double Scarlet. to a- 
dorn the Tabernacle. But how can this bee? Aske Origen, a 
DoRor inſtru&ing people in the _— of God, deligned by 
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the Tabernacle, if hee did but cry after the viees, blaſphem, and 
reprove them, without bringing inſtruion and conſolation to 
the people, explaining to them the Scriptures, and the obſcure 
fenſe therein concealed, wherein conſifteth the internall Do&rin, 
and the myſticallunderſtanding : hee well offers Scarlet, but 
fimple and not double, becauſe tharrhis fire doth not bun burn 
and not lighten.But on the other (ide, if they doe but clear and 
Interpret Scripture without reprehenlion of vice and fin, and to 
ſhew requilite ſeverity to a declarer of the Word of God, wee 
offer as it-were fimple Scarlet:for this fire there, doth not but 11- 
laminate & doth not enflame perſons to repentance of their mi{- 
doings, correftion and amendment of lite : wherennto coope- 
rates the Grace ofthe Holy Spirit, which is domeſtique tire, with 
which wee-muſt ſalt our ſouls to preſerve them trom corruption: 
for there is nothing that deth more ſymbolize to the nature of 
the {oul then fire:becauſe it is that of al things ſenlible, which ap= 
proacheth more to ſpirituality, as well for its continuall and 
ligh: motion which ſoars alwayes upwards, as for its light, 
which Phtiz ſaich muſt properly be attributed co the intelligible 
world, heat to the Celeftiall, and burning, to the Elementary. 
And for as much as it participates more of light then any of the 
other Elements : that likewiſe acquires unto it a precellency a- 
bove the relt ; for the Earth being a body wholly without mo» 
tion, dark and duskiſh; is by continent leflein dignity, as the 
ſettlement and lees of all others. Water becanie it is clearer, is 
more worthy, and the Air yet more - Butfire is that which ſure 
pafſeth all, thereforeit is lodged in a higher place, and nearer to 
the Region of the air: It is that, which Yrcent no deſpicable 
Author, was pleaſcd to ſay in his Philoſophicall Mirror, 2.Book, 
33.chap.Every-thing for as muck as it participates more of light, 
ſo. much the more it approacheth nearer to the Divine Effence, 
which is perfe& light, by which God began the Creaticn cf the 
Llaiverſe, or the firſtthing that hee ordained to bee made, was 
light ; and to fhewus, that wee muſt alwayes walk in light and 
no$-in darkneſſe. And on the contrary, how much more the Ele- 
ments arediltanc from lightzby fo much they approach to their 
difſemblarice and deformity, which is a token of corruption. For 
asmuch as the parties ofthe compoſed Elements are homogeneall 
and hamomaternal!,orlike one r another, ſo much leffe are they 
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corruptible and ſeparable, as wee may ſee in gold, the moſt pro- 
portionate ſubſtance ofall,and which approacheth neareſt to fire: 
that which moved Pindarus from the beginning of his firſt O- 
Iympian, to join theſe three, water, fire and gold together, water 
13 beft, gold, and ſhining fire, &c. | 
Doe wee not ſee that atevery endof a field almoſt that the 
Earth doth change nature and quality, and that there are infinite 
ſorts of them? Not ſo many of Water, Air is molt like unto it 
ſelf: but ifthere bee any changes or alteration therein it is by 
accident, as if (ome maladies ſhould fall thereupon : which doe 
more readily adhere ther2unto, becauſe of its rarity of ſubſtance 
then to any others. Fireis altogether exempt therefrom,being 
alwayes one,and in its al like to his parts, which are like to thern- 
ſelyes, except the matter to which ie doth adhere makes it vary. 
And this ieisin which it comes nearc{ to the Celeftiall nature 
which is all Uniform in ic ſelf,and fo well regulated,that ic hath 
nothing unlike: which maketh that the fire is repurgative above 
che reft of his fellow Element:,to clear them and pur in evidence. 
In che x2, of St:iL«ke our Sayigur warneth his Diſdplescq.have 
their Lampes burning in their hands, that their light might come to ſhine 
among ſt men, that tbeir good workes may bee ſeen, 10 glorifie their Father 
which is in beaven,for bee that dath ill hates tbe light, which Fob Caith 
is worſe to. Malefa&ors, then tbe ſhadow of death, Ir is the ſame 
alſo that Moſes would ſecretly infer in the 3. of Gen, where hee 
makes God to walk at nov, which is the cloarelt light of the 
day, And the Apoſtle inthe 1. of T 24.6. 16. faith that be dwells 
mn light in acceſſible, without which all would be confuſedly folded 
up in hideous darknefſe. Let us then take heed, thae the lighe 
which hee hatb pleaſed to pur into our ſoul, benot obfulcateand 
conveited intoblack obſcurity:and that on this ſolid foundation 
which hee hath granted us of his knowledge, wee build not hay, 
wood, and chaffe, all things of themſclves obſcure and dark: in 
lieu of golJ, filver,pretious ſtones,ſo clear, ſhining and bright. Lee 
us hear again that which Zeber divinely diſcourſeth of, about fire 
and light, upon the Text of the 4. of Levir., Thy Lord Ged 34-8 con« 
ſming fie, That there is one fire which devoures anotherbeing 
the ſtronger, as wee may ſce in ſome. burning firebrand; ortorch, 
that which proceeds therefrom is of two forts : the one. blew, 
attached toablack march, which retaineth it ſelf there nouriſh» 
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ing ie ſelf from corruption. The other flame proceeding from 
the red inflamed Match is white, and the blew is white inthe 
kigheſt , asto return tothe firſt originall: this Homer was not 


tghorantof, when in the 6. of his Ozyſſes hee attribated to the 


Olympus a pure and bright ſplendor. 
Nothing ſhould bercer repreſent unto us the four words name- 
ly the white which is ſuperceleſtial,the blew celeſtia)l,the match 
fired, the Elemetitary, and the burning darkneſfle, Hell: which 
abundantly fhews us the body. Rednes,the vitall ſpiritzrefidenc 
in the bloud; the blew, the ſoul; che white; the intelle&, and the 
divine charafter imprinted in the ſoul:and as che blew light doth 
quickly change into yellow, quickly into white, the ſoul alſo 
can doethe ſame according as ic ſhall incline ic felt ro hood or to 
evill : or whether thee follows the provocations of the fleth or 
the invitations andexhorrations of the intelle&, following that 
which is written in the 4. Gew. 7. If chon die well, altth)n noe bee 
acttpted? anal if thou doft not well, ſen lieth at the dove. And unto thee (ball 
bie bis Beftre, and thou fbatt rule ruey bim. The white flame is alwayes 
the farne; withourvariation or change,as doth the blew: . So the 
fire it rhis Feſpeft is fourfold, Black in the lower part of its 
weik, where the flame that is faſtened toit, isblew. Red in the 
top of the weik, and theflame whire. This which relates alſc, 
to the four Elements, black, matetiall, ro the Earth $ Blew more 
fpiricaall to the air, Red tofice,and white to water. For heaven 
is compoſed of fire and water, which is above the heavens. Lee 
the watersthat are abovethe beavens praiſe the Lord, Yet neverthe- 
teffe all this is but fire, as oſerthe ſon of Hzynom declares very 
well i the ſecond Book of his Hfor.chap.31.where he ſaith thae 
nader the narne of Earth are compriſed the four Elements, and 
by darkneffe was underſtood the firſt fire: for it is faid in the 
of Dext, You Bave heard bis words out of the midſt of fire,and then he 
adds of a ſodain, Touhave heard bis woice out of darkyefſe: This fire 
moreover, was called the firlt fire, becauſe that is not it which is 
fitaiag andclear, bus it is only, fo tranſparent{tothe light, as is 
the _ and'contd not comprehend ir elf cherewith, for if it 
were fhining wee ſhould in the night fee all che air ſhine as fire, 
And forthatthedarknefſe, which was firſt named, denoted fire, 
nattiely thatwhereof it is ſaid,that Jarkefſe was r-pon tbe Face of the 
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Abyſſet becauſe the fire was under the three Elements , compri- 
ſ:d under this word Abyſms There are other darkriefſes which 
follow after; then when the ſeparation of things 'was made,and- 
the Darkneſſes he called Night. All this, © the forelaid Robben 
put out, To which that would touch, which the A'coran car- 
ries in Azoare.55, I will fend you achear aud beamtifull fire. All this 
which adheres then to the low black part, is therwith conſamed & 
deſtroyed ,and holdeth place ofdeath: after which,cometh true 
life : the blueflame likewiſe if it therein degenerate,and lets it pre- 
dominatezbur the white doth not endeavor but to uncover it ſetf 
herebelow to tranſport it ſelf upwards : and not ſuffer it ſelf ro 
bee over maltered by others, Anddoth fiot devoure nor deftroy, 
nor is not thereby devoured,nor his clear ſhining ſplendor alter- 
ed, -as are thoſe of the others ; By reaſon whereof wee muſt .ad-- 
here and let oarfſelves be ſalted with this white fire, and bee il- 
luminated with this fair whit light chat never varies, following 
that which is ſaid in the 4. of Dext, Tow whieh adbere 10 the Lordyour 
God,you are all living alſo,s5 at this day.Bur if our blew light the f u), 
adhere to the black, and tothe red, which are our ſenfinalities and 
concupilcences, the ſtrange fire will force it ſelfe into us, and will 
devoure and confume us» This knowledge of che Elements,and 
of their colours, doth not inſiſt only in compoſed bodies, 
here below, but thereby wee may rhount'as oy #cobs Ladder, 
the hejght of this celeſtiall wortd, where the Elements arealſo, 
yet of another fort, more fimpleand depured : and from thence 
e2 palle beyon1 into the intelligible world, where they are 
in their true eſſence, for all confiſts in the four Elements. Sons 
of wiſdomeunderftand(faith Hermes in his Tra&of 7. chapters) 
not: only corporally, but alſo ſpiritually, the ſcience of the four 
Elements, whoſe ſecret apparition is in no wiſe fignified, except 
they bee firſt compounded, becauſe of the Elements, there is no- 
thing made without their compoſition and Regiment... Will we 
dive more deeply into the ſecrets of this Caball? This Compo= 
ficion and Regiment of the Elements ,. is no other thing then the 
Sacroſand3. four-lettered incffable Febovab: which comprehends 
all that which is, was, and ſhall bee : where tbe lietle and finall. 
f} notes the body and matter, or other the like, where the Fire 
cleaveth or faftenerh unto: The 3 v8 or cloud copulative which 
O 3 alſembles- 
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-afſembles theewo 1 the intelligible and che ſenſible, are the ſpi- 
rizschatjoin'the Soul with the Body : thered inflammation of 
ithe coalor weik,with the azure flame, doe fignifie the foul « and 
the. Jod is the white anchangeable -and permanent flame of the 
intelle&, where allat length comes to terminate, which white- 
neſſe is rhe ſeat of the true ſpiritual] hidden light, which is not 
ſeen nor known, bue by itſelf : for indeed our nature to take it 
in itſelf, is buta dark ſubſtance; right reſembling the Moon, 
"Which hath no light but what it receives from the Sun, which ſhe 
18 apt to receive, as our ſoul is tha: of the intelleAuall light: And 
there is not a creature whatſoever, which is of itſelf a ſubſtanti- 
alllight z bur only a participation of the only true light,which 
'fhineth in all, and through all, plainly and ſentibly, It is the 
Cheoſmall of Exechiel according to Zober, whence proceeds fire or 
light aſſembled of two, which are yetbut one thing: the white 
light, namely which mounteth and cleareth that, which no mor- 
tall eye could ſuffer, that of which is wricten in 46. Pal, Light is 
riſen tothe juſt , and gladnefſe to the upright in: heart; which corre- 
*ſponds+0 the intelligible world, and the inward man. The 0- 
ther is a twinckling and flaming light, of a red fiery colour, 
joined and united to a coal, ora weik, lignifying the ſenſible 
world, and the ontward corporall man. The ſoul is placed in 
'the middle, namely the blew light, part whereof, is faſtened to 
the weik,and partto the white flame, quickly adhering to one, 
and quickly to another, whence accordingas ſhee applies it felt 
it comes to bee either burned or i[luminated, following that 
which Origen ſets down upon the 14. of fer. That God is a red 
burning fire, conſuming awd deſtroying, as concerning ſsuners,and ts holy 
end perſons, @ white rejozsirg and vivifying light ; Jamblicns, 
that doth not foar ſo high as Zohar, being not affiited but by the 
light and inſtin& of nature,ſaid very well, but aſterwards the Pbe- 
nician Theologie,that al which we can perceive of goodnefle and 
contentment - in this ſenſible world, comes from tie light which 
x jryparted tq us from the Sun, and Stars illuſtrated with ic. And 
IF rhe Sun imparts bis light to the Moon, to the Stars,and to the 
| Heavens : ſo God (communicates his tothe intelligible world: ) 
the lively Fountain of all others, to his bleſſed Intelligences:So 
that,a!] what our ſouls can have of good, of joy, . of beatitude, 
'bs ic whileſt they are annexed to the bodies, or ſeparated chere- 
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from,comes from this primordiall light, which ſhineth in them | 
by retlexion, as the Sun beams in a baſin, a concave looking 
gfafſe,or in water,or twhart a Jooking glaſr,according asSt.Denys 
ſets it down,in bis 4.chapter of divine names © which proceeding 
from the Soveraign good,carries.therewith the ſame appellation. 
And Rabbi Eliezer in his chapters ſets down, that the heavens 
were created with the light of the'Creators veſiment,grounding 
himſelf upon the Plalmiſt, 204. 2. Clad-with light a with a veſt= 
went, and the Earth wit ſnow, which was under the throne of bis glg- 
ry. All Rabinique Allegories, may men fay,. but whered-e the 
great mylteries conlilt, from which St. Denys doth not ſtraddle 
far in theplace alledged ? for. even as this fair great and clear 
ſhining Sun,that hath in ieſelf ſuch a manifeſt repreſentation and 
image of Soveraigngood, extends it light throughout the Uni- 
vers, and doth communicate it to all that are capable to-receive 
it. Sothat there is nothing, which doth nox participate of his 
light, and vivifying heat: there is nothing, that can hide ic felf 
from the heat thereof. In the ſame manner this Ecernall ſuper- 
celeſtial] light,illaſtrates,vivifies,and perfeCts alkchat which hath 
being, and baniſherh darknefles and all ſofening/hoarineſſe, that 
may-bee brought thereinto, lightning our ſouls wich a deſire al+ 
wayes to participate more and more of this lights for when jſhe 
comes to prove itby little and lictle, and by degrees that helpsic 
and condu@s to the joy and fruition of a Soveraign good, which 
is the light of the Soul, namely the Intelle& that clears it, tobea» 
ble to apprehend the living ſpring from whence itcame; for light 
is not ſcen,but by her ſelf:the moit worthy and excellent property 
of fire, with which ithath this in particalar and proper,that. ſhee 
makes her {elf to ſee, as it doth, and by her means mantfefteth: all 
that which our ſight may apprehend, Yet there is nothing har- 
der to comprehend,then that wi:ich is either of the one or of the 
other,for in ſhewing us,and revealing us all it is then, when -ſhee 
hides her ſelf moſt from us, even to blinde us and to reduce our 
| brightnefſe into darknefle; As is his darkneſfe, ſo is his lighe. 
Wee muſt then not ſpeak of God without light, becauſe he 
is the crae light becauſe; O Lord, thou art my Lantern: 
which doth enlighten-us, by thy word, Thy words a Lantern to 
my feet, the ſplendor of the Father,and the living fountain of life: 
as holy St. Auguſtine after St. Fobn. In him was liſe, and the life 
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w41 the light of men,end light fhined in darkaefſe, and the darkaeſſe com 
prebended it net, Sothar from this light, wee have double com- 
modity : the one, ther life, by which wee live,the other the light 
by which wee ſee, that which enlightens us, The ſpirituall man, 
the crue man enjoyes the one and the other : the Carnall inan, 
life onely : for touching the reli, bee & in darkyeſſe, bis «uſe they bave 
been rebells to light, Caith Job, becanſe they bave not hey wajzes. Even 
as if one ſhovuid incloie a to:ch within a Lantern of cut-ſtone,or 
thelike obſcure anddark matter, where its light would remain 
as quenched and buried, without ability ro extend ir ſelf abroad 
for the obſtacle thathinders it. And it we want light ( faith 
St, Ambroſe) there would bee no more comelineſle, be. uty, or 
pleaſure in our houſe: forit is ic which makes all ſeem agree- 
able ; which he borrowed from Homer according to what was at- 
tributed in Suidas, who through an uanſea{onabletime of cold, 
andrain having been receiv:d. inco an Inne, where they made 
him a fire, hee ſodainly made verſes containing in ſubſtance, that 
children were the ornament and Crown of the Father ; Towers, 
of walls; horſes, of the ficids; ſhips, of the Sea ; Magiſtrates, of 
the places of the Aſſembly, where they adminittced juſtice to the 
people; and a fair burning and lighted fire, the comelinefle and 
rejoicing of an houſe, which renders it lo much the more hono- 
rable. To ſee a burning fire in an old kuuſe. Some attribute 
them to, Heſfted T riſwegiſivs among li the ri cals light the father 
of all, who hath procreated man like unto i:, participant of 
light, and of life depending thereon : and life was the light of 
men. The Father is as the Sun in bis Eiſence: from whence comes 
ſplendor and heat, which three are not ſeparated one from ano- 
ther,but remain united togecher,..lchough they arediltinAtin this 
Kee then our ſouls are warmed in the Love and fear of God, and 
lightened in his knowledge. Whereupon Pope Inn:cnt the 2. 
in a Sermon uponthe Holy Spirit ſets down, that hee was ſent 
to the Diſciples in ſhape of fire, to m«ke them ſhine by wildome, 
and to warm themby charity, that which regulates and forms 
life, -and wid om: forms do&rine, and as this fire hath life, and 
heat by which it purifech and cleanſeth : ſo the Holy Ghoſt by 
«s lightilluminates the ſpirit of man by wiſdome, and repurgeth 
K by its ardentcharicy. This is the fire with which the inner 
Wan, (hould be ſalted, foro ſalt, bake, and burma, doe communi- 
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catetheir appellations and fignifications, by their conſemblable 
propricties and cffeQts :; becauſe that Salt boils in the taftes by 
reaſon of its acrimony,and fire the ſenſe when it burnes, anda 
thing ſalted is half boiled,as is before ſaid : as well co tnake it of 
more eafie digeſtion,as to conſerve it longer, which are the pro- 
prieties and cffe&s of fire. bh 
Bue to mount from fire here below tothe Celeſtiall, which js 

the Sunne, the eye and heart of the ſenſible world, and the viſible 
Image of the inviſible God. Saint Dex cals it an all-apparent 
andcleare Statue vf God; and [emblichw the Image of Divinein- 
telligence, the father of lite, the Imape apd portrait of the Prince, 
and Soyeraigne Dominator of all the univerſe, thelighe of the 
one, andthe other world, the Celeſtiall and Elementary. Burt 
may we not here alledge at oncethis brave authority of Plutarch 
on the interpretation of the word E!, where after he had turned 
| it, and returned itabout a pot by many diſcourſes, which at aft 

concluding nothing, vanified away inſmeak : heconecludes that 
this word, as indeed it is, would ſay nothing elſe, burthou are? 
which hath been drawn from the two firlt letters of the holy four 
lettered word FEHOV AH, tranſpoſed the one before the other, 
in the Greek E.L. which ſheweth that they have all drunke of this 
Caballine or Moſaicall fountaine. And at laſt come to lay, 
We worſhip God in his-cfſence, by our thoughts, and reverence 
the Sun, which is its Image, for the vertue which it hath given it, 
to proJuce things here below 3 only repreſenting by its ſplen- 
dor,which he communicates toal!,1 know not what appearance, 
or rather ſkadow of beatitude and mercy, ſo much as it is poſi= 
ble for a viſible Nature to repreſent an Intelligible, anda movin 
co that which is immoveable and ſtable. We ſee the Sunne; a#'y 
as tice, but not ſo neare, to be able ſo exaRtly to marke it; we'ſball 
very well conjeftare in our ſpirit of that which we may well ap- 
prehend by fight, that this muſt be the molt admirable peece' of 
worke of all vifible Creatures. For although ic appears unto us 
little bizger then 8 diſh or vlatter ,- in! regard of 'the great di- 
ſtance betwixt us andit, ſo that T tremble to conceive it, afcer the 
very demonſtrations Mathematicall, which are certaine and in- 
fallible, yet it is many times greater then the Globe of the Earth 
and Water joined together, which containeth more then 6000 
miles about, an apparent —_ of the wiſlomeand _ 
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ofitefArchiteft,; Of which Kedkſtaſtiows in the 43. chaprer makes 
this hae Epiphonema, Whois he that can ever latisfic himſelf vo 
contemplate thegloryofthe Creator? che Firmramenc in its heights 
which:compryhends all things underic, ſo pare and cleare? and 
the forme of this vaſt and immen hollow of Heaven fo faire and 
admirable to the fight? Is not this an apparent viſion |ot his 
orious and triumphant Majeſty ? The Sunne at kis ring ſhew- 
ingtbe light oftheday (an admirable veſſel!) arrived in the miid- 
dle of his dayly Garreer, itburns and rofteththe earch, and who 
Is itthac can ſubſiſt before irs extreame heat ? 4z durnerh thrice 
double the mountains, morethen the fiery furnaces the potrery 
which they put co ſcum off, exhaling from it1elfe flaming vapors, 
and a (plendor which darkens the mott itrong aſuredſight. Sure. 
4 the Lord which hath made and formed it of nothing fo fair, 
0 great; and admirable, may well fay ir to be greater then his 
owne worke, and which haſteth it ſo ſpeedily, as to mealtre this 
incomprebenfible ſpace in 24 hours, With the ſarplus of this dis 
courſe, which refers ic ſelfe, andis as Paraphraſe upon the 19. 
P/al. where in few termes, there are touched three principall 
points of che Sunnes Its beauty compared ta {ſpouſe comming 
due of his bed chamber, and he as a Bridegroome comming out 
of his chamber, his force and impetgolity as a Giant to runne his 
courle : nor.is there anything that can hide bimfelfe from the 
heat thereof, Andiitsexcream celerity, his going forth is from 
theend of the Heaven, and hiscircuit tothe ends of ic. - So that 
a3.Saint Azguſtine in his third S:rmon apon Advent, there are 
theee things inthe Sunne, ies courte, its ſplendor, and ics hear; rhe 
hent Arleayche ſplendorillaminates, and ics courſe runs through 
e,univerle.- And asim/man, which 1s the [ictle world, the heart 
þ She cheſs {at of life, fickt living, and laſt dying : So the 
anne, in .the great man, which is the World; is che 
Efing, chelighe and heat which vivifeth all things which im- 
eth.to, the Starres and to the Moone the light by which 
they.ſbine; even as Chriſt, which isthe Suanc of Righteonſneffe, 
and che Right of our Souls, 'which withoucit, would:remaine ba- 
ryed inablindeoblcneicy, He the foilowes meſhall tot walke 
1 darknefic, butftall have the light of life, which conferves it 
I rgpadnadatingeilicns icdehe againſtche wicked wit- 
nelle, Zob 18. Tie light of +he Wicked fball be put ens. Where Tight 
K is 


is ſuch, that ſometimes the evill Ange!s trandform themftives eo 
deceive usz for in aslittle as we can blow it backe beliinde us, it 
dead and diflipates. Buc the trucand righe light dorh t- 
Notes ns without variation as well in the knowledge of God, 
in this which dependeth on our Salvation, as of things ſenſible 
and naturall ; whereuntothe clearnefle of the Sunne and of Fire, 
and their effefts do guide us more then ay other thing, to ap= 
prehend ſome fparkle of this foveraigne Wifdome, wherewith 
God built this great All by his Word. For every ſcience to which 
we may attaineby our ratiocination and diſcourſe,proceeds from 
the knowledge of ſenſible things, (for thereis nothing in the in» 
telle&, but was firftin the ſenſe) but incertaine and variable, to be 
in continuall variation and viciſlitude, So that the knowledge 
that comes from the lightof Nature, is very weake, and full of 
doubts, and incertitades, if it bee not il uftrated by - Divine 
Revelation , which makes us ſee all as it is inits true and reall 
eſſence, as the light of the Sunne doth all things corporall. So 
that the moſt part of heathen Philoſophers, after they havealem- 
beck'c their ſpirit to the perquitition of naturall cauſes, they finde 
themſelves ſo confounded, that they are forced co avow that 
the only way of ratiocination you cannot dravy truth therefrom. 
As Ariſtotle diſcourſeth thereupon well at large, in the 4, of the 
Metaphyſichse Prolomie allo, that we muſt not ground and rule 
our conceptions for regard of corporall things above ſpirituall, 
for they are fire diſtant each from other, and chere is much diſ- 
parity and diſproportion between them. But yet lefle berween 
intelligible above fenfible ; although they ſerve as herein as a 
ladder, following that which the Apoſile ſaith, That the inviſible 
things of God are ſeen by the Creation of the world, by things 
made, alſo his eternal} power and divinity. We muſt cherefore't 
back to this ſpiritual Wght,which holdeth che higheft & ſoveraign 
place in the knowledge of the underſtanding; So that light is 
more properly of chings fpirienal.then corporal,and more certain 
and true are the invifible then the vifible;for as much as God only 
is a true light in'his effence from whence hedetives into or fpirts 
light of our ejcl rom he betyhde of Sryor of Lentthing 
ighe of our cycis from the erſefsof the San,or of tot p. 
artificial, traverfing the tranſparence of the air,the _ of which 
eyethe foul holds in - mma ar og divincIntelligence —_— 
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 thatoftheSun,which is a repreſentation and image thereof, 


-. Byreaſon whereof, ſa long as our underſtanding ſhall Jeave ic 
felfe to be cleanſed by the fire of Divine love, he will ever-keep irs 
living and luminous brigheneſſe, But if it ſuffer ic ſelfe fooliſhly 
to go after exterior light, it ſhall be allo obſcured and extinguithed 
with the interiour which domineers over it, even as a ſmall can- 
dle or wax taper with the twinckling beames of a cleare ſhining 
Sammer Sunne. Sith then this ſenfible light, ſaich Saint T h3nras 
upon the 36. of Fob, by the abſolute Omnipotency of God, who 
diſpoſeth it as he pleaſcth, ir is ſometimes hid to mortals, ſome- 
times communicated ; from whence we may gather that there is 
another light more yo_ and excellent, namely the {piritual, 
which God reſerves fora recompence of good works, following * 
that which Jeb ſets downe, God covereth the light in his hands, 
and ordaineth it that ic ſhould returne againe and wanifeſt ir ſelf, 
He fheweth itto thoſe he loveth, that they may well mount unto 
ic. Whereto that of Zoroaſtres word for word was conformable. 
You muſt mount upto the true light and tothe bright brams of 
your father, from whom the ſoul was ſent you, reveſted with 
much intelle&. Behold the relations of theſe Sunnes'the ſerfi>le 
and intelligible, and of the two lights that proceed therefrom, 
For asthat of the Sunne obtains the ficit place in corporall things, 
faich Saint Augeſtine in his book of: freewill, and:that by means 
thereof, the intericur communicate with the ſyperiour, the ſame 
doth the light of the (piricuall Sun in regard Of intelligibles; 
There arc alſori1ings thatihave heat, and no light, as that of 


| Animals of quick cha]k beſprinkled with water, horſe and pipe- 


on dung, which G2lez writes, he hath ſeen to wax a hre of ic ſelfe, 
heapes of oats, and other grain*s, except Barly, new. wines which 
boil, the Jees:in-the vintage, heaps of. Olives, Apples,and Peares, 
which isa kind of pucrefation, whence alfo there isenpendred 
ſome ſtrange heat,as.we ſee in Apoſtcmaes,andin ficſh which begins 
to-bee corrupted ;z and on-the contrary wee ſee others that have 
light and no heat, as worms thatgliſter in the nighe.and of little 
flies thatfly in the dark. in ſummertime-;- of ſhels and- ſcaks of 
filh, in rotten-waod,.in ſtones,and, in theeyes of ravenous beafts, 
Sudaiſpcaking of che vitbleand invi6ble,this ſaid hezcannot wel 


be expreſſed in words ; it is as lite flyes which flye in the ſum- 
war, which by ;diſplaying their wings, fly imo tho eyes Hou 
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ſma!l parkling fires; the worms alſo that ſhine in the nighegch® 
{bels and ſcales of ſame fiſhes, and other the like, which canno*® 
be perceived in the light, but very.well in the darke, for the fire 
which fo (iineth from them in the dark, is not a'colour;-whoſe 
property is to makeit ſeeneat the brigbtneſſe of the Sunne, or 
other light, becauſe that the air being tranſparent and deprived 
. of all colours, the ſight might very eafily pierce it, and paſſe 
through to apprehend ther. | | 
But there g_ differences of viſible things, ſome cannor 
ſte but by day, theothers, on the contrary, but by night, others 
by day and night, and others that have no place in darkneſſe. 
Colours are not ſeenibut by day, not by night ; Ofthings called 
reſplendent, ſome by day, others by-night, others by day and 
night ; for thereare ſome that are illuſtrious;andcleare, others 
darke and *%heavy, and others berwixt both, others that -have 
la.ice and ſplendor, dartk and wateriſh, and are not ſeene but 
by nighc, asthe foreſaid flyes, worms, fiſh ſcales, rotten wood, 
and thelike, for in the day time their ſplendor.isſurmounted by 
another more powerfull which defaceth it ; as alfo there are 
m>re ſtars, ſo that the darker the night is, the clearer-[they ſhine. 
| Thoſe beewixt both, as the Moon and ſome Stars, by: day-and 
by night, asthe morning and che evening Stary, called by the 
Fre Phoſphor, by the Latines Lncifer, this is Venw Starre:Fire . 
alſo which-pierceth the air more then ie may, and illuſtrates it to 
demonſtrate the colours that are therein; for the reft-ic. is con» 
tent to make it ſee, without bringing into ation the tranſpa= 
rence that is-in the air, as we may ſee in the darke, where wee (ee 
firea great way off, but noe by the colours that are betwixe them. 
By diy it ſhines alſo, but not af againi(t the air, for that ir<is _ 
ſuffocated and extinguilhed by a ſtronger light. The: clearneflo / 
of the Moque likewife, for that ſhee is not verydark, ſheeis ſeery 
in the day time, but better in the night. Snider runs' through 
all this z But to the'purpoſe of lights without heat, have read 
of nothing more admirable and ſtrange, then that which Gouzs- 
bh de Oviedo in the 15. Book:$.chap. ef his: Natxral Hiftory of the 
Indies, alledgeth of acertain licle flying animaly of the bignefſe 
ofan Hanneton, very frequent in the Ifle of Speizr, andin other 
Iſlands thereabouts, having two-wings above, ſtrong and hard, 
and two below them, two others __ thinne and — 
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beaſt called Coompe, hath ſhining oyes as lighted.candles, fo thar 
whereſoever he paſles he Ms the air, and gives it ſuch a 
brightnefe that a man may ſee him a great way off, and in a 
<bamber ax dark as it may be, even at midnight, men may read 
and writeby the light that comes from them : So that it a man 
binde twa or three together, this would give more light then a 
Lanthorne or a Torch, in the ficld : and amidii the Woods in 
_ thenight, as darke as may bee, they make theraſclyes to be ſeen 
more then mile. This clearnefie confilts not anely in the eyes 
but alſo in their flanks, when they open their wings. They are 
accuſtomed to ferve themſelves with them,as we do with a Lamp 
or other light, to ſup at night and to do the affairs of the houſe. 
Bute when he comes to determine and dye, its light extinguiſh- 
eth alſo. The Indians had a cattome to make a polt of them to 
firike feare in ſeeing them by night, tor char it ſeewed that t 
had a viſage, being rub'd therewith, asif it werealf fire. Plizje 
in his 21. Book, chap. 11. fpeaketh of a ſhining herb in the 
night, called NyGegretes or Ny@zlops for that we may lec it ſhine 
a farreoff, but he alledgeth many things by heare-ſay,as not ha- 
ving ſeen them, "OR 21s | 

/,-: But to recurne tothe Suns bghe which is therein more per- 
fe&; then in any other thing ſenfible with heat, for it is the true 
heavenly fire, as Spexſipp ſaid, which deſcribeth all that apper- 
caines to the nouriſhment of this great man, the Univerſe; as the 
Elementary doth the viands of theanimal man.: And as the heare 
in-animalsis the principall ſoul of lite, the ſame is the Sunne in 
theheart ofthe world ; and the primotdiall fpring of all lighe 
therein, which he departs tothe Stars, as doth Jelus Chritt to 
ourſouls. Andno more nor lefſethen the Sunne and the Moon 
(fait Origen apon Genefts) illightens our bodies; likewiſe our 
conſciences and choughtsare from this ſplendour of the Father 
if wee benor'blinde; and that this proceeds not by our faults: 
Now it we be not alt equally illuminated,no more then the Stars 
-_ by the Sunne, which differ _ brightnefſe one from the the 
bur according-co'oarcapacity arid carriage; and as more or te 
we liftbp the eyts of our: 'tontemphation-to- receive this light. 
Returne. you rownardsme, and Þ will: geturne towards you, for 
he is aGad-at hand, and iota Goda faire off, That which we 
can have ofimelligence ({aith Zobav)by our naturall ratiocina- 


tion 
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cion, isas if on? ſpirit were lightned by the Moone : but the 
Divine relation holds place of che Sunne, whence: the lighe cha\ 
ſcthaway and baniſheth the Princes of Darkneſie, where theie 
greateſt force and vigour raignes. The Swane is riſen,chey ſhall 
be glaced in their chambers , fayes the 104 Palme ſpeaking of 
Devils and wicked Spirits, pnder the name of ſavage and reve- 
nous Beaſts. For (as Zober pm it) theſe tenebrionsareNtronger 
and more gallant in the darke, ſo the good Angels that affift and 
favour as, receive great reinforcement from the light, nor onely 
from the Divine, but from the Celeſtiall and ſolar, by which the 
Diviac and Supreame ſhining brightnelſle, imparts her vertuc to 
the heavens, and by them communicares it to all that is ender 
the ſphere of the Moon? within the elementary world. - Where- 
fore, not without cauſe, about dead bodice till they bee put 'in 
the grave, they imploy lights to drive farre off this ancient Ser= 
pent Zamacl, to whom for malediQtion it is ſaid, thou thale cat 
cafth all the dayes of thy life; for our Bodies being deprived 
thereof, are no more but duſt and earth. So:that five is a great 
aid and comfort tous, not onely during our life 4 but yot afece 
our death againſt theſe wicked dark powers -which gnoew in 
obſcaricy., as theſe night birds and ſav its which dare not 
appzare in the day, fearing the lighe of the Sunne 3. How much 
more then that of good ſ{prritattheir adveriariee, which-reocive fe 
from thedivine reſplendence? for the Fermeyas i6-the Surme vo 
wards ity thefire is in-regard of the Sunn, who. ſerves us, 4= 
moneſt other things to make 118 ſee this/ lo great accompliſhed 
work of the emiverſe built by the Soveraigne Creator of & ex- 
ceHent Artifice, and that which his tphr doch maniteſt wars 
as, in this ſentible world, it isnothing for this regard, for the 
erue-b:ing doth confift of things 'imelleQtualt, firiprof atl cor 
p>reiry and matter, the Sunne itlelfe, the rereit malter-piece of 
all orhers,-conld not ſceirſelfe, -but by its proper light, _ 
5: preſently accompanied with a heat vivifying: all things 
there is a couble propriecy, one to'(bineandelarifie, the other 
to warme, yea to barnethe ſubjacent matters whiehilluminares 
the whitenefſe, and waxcth blacke with the Sunnes -hear, The 
Sreme bath colowred mee, Cant,1. Whereapon Origen nores, that 
there where there is no ſinne,nor matter of finnegtheve ts ſcoreh<- | 
mgorburning following, the 12x Pſalm, The San fel —_ 
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thee by dey, nor the Adoon by night , for the Sunne iltuminates good 
mett, but_it burnes-up finners ; who hating lighc for theevill 
they have done; for in many places of Scripture .you ſhall finde 
that the Suune and the Fire, whereof ic ſpeaks, they are not 
thoſe thac wee (ee, bur the ſpiricuall.. The ſpiricuall Sunne ich 
Saint Auguſtive, doth not riſe, but uppn boly perſons, following 
chat which is ſpoken of the perverſe, in the 5. of /:;/dome, The 
light of Juſtice ut not riſen wpon ws, ror the Sunze of Intelligence i« nat 
come to illightenws. As for its heat, it mult rather be kept for 
witneſſe of Holy Scripture, there isno man can hide him from 
the heatthereof; not eo frivolaus imaginations and ſubcilitics 
of thoſe that maintainc ic to be neither hot norcold, greunding 
themſelves upon this argument, ' All heat in long continuanse 
although chat it remaine alwayes in the ſame eſtate and degree, 
doth notwithſtanding augment it (elfe, ſo that it would bee 
incolerable. | 

Ifthen the Sunnebe ſo hot, as it ſeems? after five or {ix thou- 
ſand years fince when. it was ficlt created, ic would follow that 
there would come a conflagpration under the torrid Z me, from 
whence he ſtirsnot z who from thence was extended to all the 
reſt of theearth; : there where we ſee the contrary, for the whole 
is alwayes in the ſameeftate. And afterwards for that theſunne 
is many times greaterthen the globe of the Seca, and the Earth, 
and its 1 fo" ans 7 x ug Eg it, that it hath no propor- 
tion wich i, it ſhould follow, thatic was as hot in one time and 
place, as in another. Wick ſemblable deduRtons, ag-in& which 
itis ealie- to contradift, but this would turne us alide too farre 
fromour principall Subjet. Azaxagors allo ſaid; that ic wasa 
grelle AT hons ora plateof burning fire. Anaximander, 
a wheel full of fire,25.cinies greater then all the earch. Xenophanes, 
an heap of little fires. The Stoicks,an infgamed body, proceeding 
fromghe Sea, wherein they have ſhewed the affinity of fire and 
ſale togeth:r.. Plato a body of much fire; and thus, one after one 
faſhion, one after another, but all cending to make it of che nature 
ef-fire..- Moreover, itis athing coo admirable, of its greatnefle, 
ſo immenſe, whereupon the ſpirit of man hath fair Galleries to 
waike, in purſuit of the high fetched meditations .of Gods mer- 
vails; for (as Chryſoftome laid well upon Genefis) we muſt from 
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atour, So that thoſe then, are very ignorant and void of un- 
derſtanding, who cannot fromthe Creatures,attain tothe know- 


ledge ofthe Creator. Thoſe that dwell in the extremities of the' 


Weft, where it goes as it were to bed,in the waters of the Ocean, 
ſee itat his rifing of the ſame grandeur, as thoſe of Catez, where 
it riſech ; which ſhewerh the ſmallneſſe and diſproportion of the 
earth in compariſon thereof, That if the Moone, which is farre 


inferior in greatneſſe therennto, ſheweth it ſelfe almolt equall, 


It 13 by reaſon of the great diſtance from the one and the other, 
for by ſo much as things are ata diſtance, by ſo much-the more 
they lefſenthemſclyes to our ſight, and thisis ſufficiently verified 
by the rules of perſpeQive. Surely theſe are two chiefe Maſter- 
works, that of theſe two great luminaries, which are not. of ſmall 
ornament and commodity, for the life of man, as Saint Chryſo- 
ſtome puts it, upon the 135. P/alme, bur it doth contribute much 
thereto, yca almoſt all, in regard of that which concernes the 
body , for beiides the light wherewith they enlighten us by day 
and by night, they diſtinguiſh times and ſeaſons, help us to make 
voyages, as well by Sea, as Land, they ripen fruits, without 
which our corporall lifecou!d not be maintained, with other in- 
finite uſages which proceed from them. The Sunne is put for 
the whole Heaven, for thart it is the greater part thereof, and for 
fires and Heaven is the ſeatand veflell of incorruptible and un- 
alterable bodies. The Moone preſident of moiſture, repreſents 
water and earth, and ſalt compoſed thereof; for there is no- 
thing wherein moiſture is more permanent, nor which is more 
moitt then ſale, whereof the Sea for the moſt part doth conſiſt; 
and there is nothing where the Moone doth more diflinaly 
make her notions to appeare, then in the Sea, as we perceive in 
the ebbing and flowing thereof, and in the braines and marrows 
of Animals, fo that for good cauſe ſhe is called the Regent of 
the waters, and ofphlegmatick and wateriſh moiſture ; which 
alchough it ſeem to bedead and inanimate, (in reſpe& of fire 
which is living ) ſhe is permanent chiefly in ſalt, which hath an 
inexterminable humidity 3 and is that which keepeth the Sea 
from drying up, for without Salt ic had beenlong agone drawn 
out and dryed up, there where the fire lives not in it, but in ano- 
ther; forin that ic isa mateiiall Element, ic hath no place pro» 


perto it. Ofthele ewo, mimely, the heat of the Sun, and _ 
ure 
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ture of the Moone, in which conſfiſteth the life of all chings; and 
without which nothing would grow, increaſe, ner be main- 
tained, not fire i ſelfe, which cannot ſubfiſt without air, which 
is double, one participating of the heat of fire, aſcending from 
the water (out of the bowels of maiſt nature, afincere and light 
fire forthwith flying out, ſeeks things alofr, ſaich Triſmegiſtus.) 
And the other as waterdeſcending from fire, ſo long till iccome 
to congeal., For fo there is one moiſt water which tends up- 
wards, to rarific it ſelfe in the aire, and another cold comming 
downe to thicken it ſelfe in the nature of Earth, untill at lait ic 
comes to terminate in red fire} which is ir gold, for gold is the 
laſt ſubſtance of ail. AndAire is the mediating conciliator be- 
ewixt the moitture of paſſable water, that conſtitates matter and 
the fires heat, on which the Agent and form doth depend: Earth 
18 as the matrix where fire, by the means of air and fire introdus 
cing its ation, excites, and thrulis out, which is thereby engen» 
dred to its determined end. The other five Planets, and the fixed 
ſarres come in but collaterally. as affiltants and coadjutors ofthe 
As of the two luminaries, where all their influxions are redu- 
ced, asdo the rivers ofthe Sea, and from the earth reciprocally 
comes back their norriture; ſo that heaven and fre, are as the 
male, the agent, and water and earth, as the female, patient, but 
under heaven, the air is comprized, And as mans ſeed, inclcſed 
and Iipped within the matrix, is now iſhed, fomented, and en- 
tertained wich corrupt bloud by the help of naturall heat, fo fire, 
by the means ofair and water, is maintained in the earth for the 
produttinon of things which engender thereof. So the Heaven, 
Syunne, Fire, and Air, march together, and the carih. under, 
which are compriled in the Elements below, water and dry land, 
on their fide. It is Moſes Heaven and Earth, and Hermes bis high 
and low,which celate one to the other; that which isabove,is as 
that which is b:low; ang on the contrary, to perpetuate the mj- 
racles of one thing as he ſaich in his Table of E/meraulds. Zobar 
the intel Fgible and ſealible World,by the contemplation where- 
of, we.come to the contemplation of ſpiricuall things , which 
th: Apgltle before him had touched in the fiift to the Rowmanes, 


'- The inviſible tbings of him from the creatien of the Wor'd , are 


me known: by thoſe things which are ſcene ; for all thar is 
here below jn.the earth,is of the ſame manner as in heaven above, 
for 
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for Godthe Creator made all things aninexcd one to another» 
which Homer was not ignorant of, by his golden chaine to bind 
together this inferiour and {aperiour world, and that they ad- 
here one to the other, that his glory may ſtretch through all, 
above and below. And in imitation thereof, man the image of 
the great world, and the ineafure of every thing was thereof 
madeand formed of thinzs low and high. And God took daft and 
thereef formed Adam, and. breathed into bim the breath of life; the 
very light that ſhineth in the ſenkble world, depends upon this 
ſaperiour lighe that is hid from us; from whence -proceed all 
faculties and vertues, which from thence are cxprefſed to our 
knowledge, for there isnothing here below that doth not de- 
pend from that above, by a particular power, committed unto 
it, to govern and excite it to all its appetites, and motions, ſo 
that all is bound together. * 
i We hold well for the remainder, that all we have from lighe 
in the ſenſible world, comes from the Sqn, for that of the Moon, 
and ofthe Stars although inumerable,isa very ſmall thing; yet ie 

roceeds from the Sun, and that of fire,is but artificiall co give 
us light for defaulc ofthe Sunne, But how (hall it ſquare with 
that tobe willing to attribute the primitive ſource of light, and 
chiefly that of the producing and vivifying to the ſunne, for that 
we ſee inthe beginning of Geneſes, that the firſt thing that was 
made, was the light on the firſt day, and the Sunne net cill the 
» fourth, vegetablee being preduc't from the former? This was 
(fay the Robbins thereto) moſ wilcly adviſed by Miſes, as all 
his other wrieings proceeding from divine inſpiration, to take 
- away from men all occafion to Idolize this luminary, when we 
ſee that light was procreated before ic. But in this reſpe& there 
preſents a very rare myſtery, and worthy ofobſervatien, that the 
compleat ferfe&ion of things fals out alwaics on the fourth day, 
as of the light. The Sunne and Moone were made the fourth 
day , Waters on the ſecond day, produced nought bat fiſhes the 
fifth,which tis the fourth after,and at animals;the foxth with man, 
for whom the fruits of the earth were made the ehird. Which 
ſfhewerh us that the 4 namber ſo much celebrated by Pytbagore, 
denoteth the perfe&ion that reſides in ten, reſulting frem the 
four firſt numbers, 1,2,3,4, maketen. 

Se Plato was willing to informe ry Timnew, Where he —_— 
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of the procreation of things by theſe words, one, two, three, 
but where is the fourth? Zobar upon this particle of the 14. of 
Leviticus, you fball keepe my Sabbathr. See ſaith Rabbi Eliezer, 
what is the myſtery here contain:d, In fix dayes was the world 
created, in each of thoſe is maniteſted the worke that was made 
therein, and God gaveit his particular vertue after he had finiſh- 
edit; but on the fourth be attributed one more expreſle, for 


| thoſe of the third preceding, being ſecret and hidden, came not 


in evidence, except that the tourth day happened their faculties 
would reveal themſelves 5 for water, air, and fire, the three ſu- 
periour elements remained as ſuſpended, and the workmanſhip 
of them did not appeare till the tourth day manifeſted them,and 
then appeared all that was made oneach. Butif you will alledge 
that this was the thirdday,that thenGod ſaid,Let the earth ſprout 
and produce the g1 een berb, producing ſtd, and the freid trees bearing 
frait after bis kinde, which batb his ſeed 5n it ſelfe upon the earth, and it 
wa! ſoz yet this, notwithlianding that this happened ow the 
third day, he ſuffered not to be annexed with the fourth,wichout 
any ſeparation ; the which fourth comes to meet with the Sab- 
bath, which isthe fourth day, the fourth, and is by ic ſelfe the 
perfeR fourth, where there sppeared all the works of the fix pre» 
ceeding dayes: and itis the fourth foot of the: Zerchavab, o the 
divine throne, whereon God fate for his repoſe all the fix dayes, 
Thus difoourſtth Zehar. | 
We muſt not herepafſe over another myſtery, which theſe 
ewo luminaries have, cach three names, the Sunne is called Cho- 
mah wiſdome,Scemeſch heat, and Cheres drynefſe. Plato in Timem, 
All moiſture that the celerity of fire raiſed, and that which re- 
mainedarid and dry, wee call #22” potters earth. That of 
 Maor Luminary, is common to the one, and to the other. The 
Moonejis called 1slcbut, reigne, or kingdome, Farehz, which 
the Greek ca!] 4», for that fhe perfe&s her courſe in a month, 
and lebenab white, foras the Sun repreſenteth Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Moon denotes the Church which is all fair without any blemiſh, 
following that which is written in the 6. of Canticles 10. Who 5- 
ſhe that looketh forth, as the morning, fair as the Moone,clear as the Sun? 
Of this lighe of the Sunne of Righteoulnefſe, whereof ir is ſaid 
In the fourth of 4Lalachy, But unto you that do feare 'my name, the 
Sm of Juſtice ſball ariſe, 4.2 Wherethe Moone the Church is 
L- an illuſtrated 
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illuſtrated on a perpetuall day without darknefle, according to 
 Efay 60.v.20. The Lord ſhall bethind everlaſting light, who bath 
planted by T abernacle, or Church, within the fair clear fhining' Sunne, 
that iEuminates every man that comes intothe world; no more nor 
eſſe then the ſtarres, which are innumerable, and theleaftas big 


as the whole carth, receive all their light fromthe vifible ſunne. 


Of whom fhall it not here bee lawfull to relate ſomething 
of his praiſes of the' Song that Orphexs made ' unto 


It. 
Hear m-e moſt bleſſed 
Sunne, Worlds heart andeie, 
Heavenly brighmeſſe ſhining, 
Living mens pleaſing «ſped?, 
Begetting Aurorain thy right hand, 
And the night on thy left. 
T hou governeſt the four ſiaſons, 
Who dance in a round, 
At the found of thy golden barpe 
T bou runneſt through this great vault, 
Upon thy ſhining Chariot 
Draws with thy Courſers 
T hut reſpire Seat and life. 
Ardent, unpolluted meaſurer ' © a 
Of tim:s, that ſhewves thy ſelfe to all. - * 
A Soveraigne ard toeach, 
Keeping faith, eye of Juſtice, 
Brightmeſſe of ſhining light. 


" Behold that which we herethoughe to runne through con- 
cerning theſe three fires, ( as for the three ſalts which relate 
thereunto, we will ſpeak thereof hereafter) namely, the Terre- 
ſtriall and Elementary, the Heavenly and Solary, and the Intel- 
ligible, that of the Divine Eſſence denoting the Father, from 
whence proceeds the light which is the Sanne, and theſe two the 
heat of the Holy Spirit, which kindles our hearts with the love 
_ knowledge of God, and with charitable love to our neigh- 
our. 
© © The ſame in heaven, the light of the Sunne expands it ſelfe eo 
- lighten aJl the ifarres, and here below to the produQion and 
£251 Q 3 vivification 
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vivification of all that which is there begotten, and maintained. 
And inthe Elementary world, fire doth clear us, warm as, and 
bail our viands, and lends us all other commodities, and us 

1 ne 1 
po for fire inthe 66, of Eſay 15,16. which the Evangeliſt cites 
here, whaſe fire fhall not extinguiſh, and whoſe worme dieth 
not. I & without doubt deſtinated to the puniſhment of re- 
© probates, which ſhat{ never be quenched, nor the worme that 
ſtingeth the conſcience ſhall never dye ; To keep that this worm 
thatis engendred ofcorruption may not procreate, we muſt lalt 
it with diſcretion and pradence, that it may do nothing which 
may offend and fcandalize his neighbour, according as the E- 
vangeliſt ſpecifies it, Hee that fball ſcardlize one of thiſe little ones 
that beleeve in mee. And as for baniſbing and chafing away 
ſtrange fire, thatdevours our ſoul, asa burning feaver doth vi- 
tall heat, this muſt be done by the mediating intervention of 
divine fire, which is much more puifſant then any other. Let us 
heare thatwhich co this purpole Saint Ambroſe alledgerh in the 
3. chap. of his Offices, Saint Fobz baptized Jeſus Chriit with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with fire, which is the type and image of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who after hisaſcenſion, mult deſcend for the re- 
miſhon of ſinnes, ſo enflaming as a fire doth the ſoul and heart 
ofthe faithfull, according as Feremie ſaith in 20. & 9, after he 
had received the Holy Ghoſt, and iz: was & a burning fire in my 
beart, (þni up in my bones. What is the meaning then of that in 
the Maccabees, that the fire was become water , and this water 
excites the fire, but that the ſpirituall grace burneth by the fire, 
and by the water it doth puritie and cleanſe our finnes ? for finne 
waſheth and burneth, according to which the Apoſtle ſaith, fire 
will prove what each mans works ſhall bee ; for ic muſt neceſſa- 
rily be, that this examination (hould bee perfeXed in all thoſe 
thatdeſireto returne into Paradiſ:. It was not wichout cauſe, 
nor idlely ſet downe in the 3, of Geneſis, rhat after Adam and 
© Eve were baniſhed from thence, he placed at its entrance a bran» 
diſhing ſword of fice,to keep the pallage to thetree of life, Wirh 
this fice then we muſt all be ſalted that arein the way of falva- 
tion; following that which Origen ſets downe in his g. Hewil. 
vpon-the 36. P/alye, Wee-muſt all goe to the fire of. Pargatory, 
and Peter and Payl, but «11 ſhall not paſſe thereby, after the | 2 
rt, 
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ſort as they did, whereof it is ſaidin the 43. of Eſay 2.1Fhentbot 
(halt paſſe through the waters, the waves ſball net cover thee, for 1193 
be with thee, when thou ſhalt march through the fire, thou ſhalt. nat bee 
burnt. The Ifraclites paſſed through the red Sexdry-ſhag,. and, 
the Zgyptians were drowned therein : The three children, in 
NebuchadnezZzars furnace, had no detriment, and thoſe thas, 
heated the fire without, were therewith conſumed. And in-the 
19. Hom, upon the 16, ot Leviticw, All are not purged by this 
fice that parts from the Altar, itisthefire of the Lord 3. for hee: 
that, is from the Altar, is not of God, but a firange fire, dedica»' 
ted for the cruciating of ſinners, which ſhall never be quenched, 
nor the worm that gnaweth ſhall never dye: for after that the 
ſoul by a multitude of ics wicked comportments hath heaped up. 
within him abundaoce of {innes, this congregation of evils in 
ſucceſſion of times, comes to boil and enflame us- with a pains 
and puniſhment internall, as the body doth of a feaver. procees 
ding trom the exceſſe of th: moyth, or other ſuperfluities,when 
ſhe thall come to thinke and relate a hiſtory of its delinquencies, 
which will beea perpetuall prickle, wherewith it will bee-tqr= 
mented, ſo that thee will make ber ſelfe as, an- accuſer and. with 
neſſe againſt her ſelfe, a:cordingas the Apoſtle faid,: Rom 2. 15s 
T heir conſcience alſo bearing witneſſe, and their- thoughts oither. dceum 
firg or excuſing one another, in the day when God ſhall judge. thy ſeerets 
of all men. Baur FJeremie on the other fade, ſpeaking of adrinke- of | 
the wrath of God, which thall be poured out-upon all-niannes 
of N:tions, whereof whoſoever will not drinke, ſhall nogbe pur 
rified, and from that we learne, that theifury. of: Gads . ven- 
g2ance, profiteth for the pargation of ſouls,. as well iv generall 
as in particalar, and there is nothing more purgative then -fire, 
of which the Prophet Adalachy ſhould fay in-bis 3:/obap.:3; The 
Lord will ſaniifie them in a burning fire, and ſuch is.the fire of eri- 
bulations and adverſity, with which we muſt be: falred and pur- 
gd; for falc is purgative above any other thing, as wee may 
afficiently perceive in thoſe that drink Sea water, who all dye 
of aflux. Ofthe other fire which is exterminative and ſtrange, 
of which it js alſo ia the 10.of Leviticus 2. And: a fire went owt 
from the Lord, and devoured Nadab and 4bihus God ſaid in the 
32.0f Deut.v.22.T bey ſhall burne unto the loweſt hell,and ſhall conſume 
the earth with her cxcreaſe, and ſet on fire the foundations of the Monn- 
paines. 
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zainer, For the juſtice of the Almighty, ſaid one of the good 
Fathers foreſceing that which muſt come, from the beginning of 
the world, created this fire of eternall hell, that whereof Efey in- 
tends to ſpeak, whoſefire is not quenched, to beginne to be the 
puniſhment of the wicked, without chat burning and heat ſhould 
ceaſe, now for that it is neither wood nor charcoale, nor other 
matter to maintain it,but ſhall be ecernally t:rmented therewith 
in body and ſoul, becauſe they have offended with the one and 
the other; for fins are the bait and nouriſhment of this fire, which 


by a gathering together of mildeeds, and ſuperabundance of ini- 


quity heaped one upon another, enflame the ſoul to a perdura- 
ble puniſhment, even asa burning feaver, the repleat body, and 
render ita joice of ill digeſtion, by a ſuperfluity of viands, and 
other diſorders, and cxcefſe from whence there was drawne a 
wicked habirude ; for the fou! then comming to ren:ember her 
delights,agicated with theliving and moſt rigorous pricks which 
gall it, ſhe comes to beher owne acculer, by certaine remorſe of 
conſcience that can profit them no more, (becauſe in hell there is 
no redemption) and to be his witnefle and judge, as the Apoſtle 
ſets itdowne in the 2. ofthe Romanes, T beir conſcience bearing wit- 
neſſe, and their thougbti accuſing them, in the day when God ſball judge. 
the'ſecrers of men. But there is alſo a fire in this world, by which 
werhuſtbe ſalted-and purified, for as much deduQtion of it as we 
muſtendare from thence, namely, tribulations, which are to us 
25 Mitiorative in/Phyſick, of the compleat purgation that wee 
muſt receive thereby. : | | 
- 'Thetwo forefaid fires farthermore,.that of the Altar, and the 
ſtrange; may-be very properly compared, that there to aqua vite, 
the other to aqua forizes, which ends and deſtroyes all, where «- 
quawite ſerves tornouriſhment, for all that wee cat or drinke 
participates thereof; and isthat which paſieth and converts into 
nutriment. Ic is true that it is revealed more nearly in fome ſub- 
jets then in other. Wine'is that where it manifctts it ſelf ſooneft, 
and with lefle preparation and palne, afterwards wheat, and ſo 
ofthe reſt; for there is nothing-wherein nature doth ſo ſoone 
make his profit, as of theſe two.. Aqua viteis allo called burn- 
ing, becaule it conceives ſo eattly the flame and'burneth, for that 
itis neceſſary; that whatſoever doth nonriſh muſt ſuffer nnder 
| the fires ation. Otherwiſe how is it that naturall heat could 
| work 
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tainer. For the juſtice of the Almighty, ſaid one of the good 
Fathers foreſecing that which muſt come, from the beginning of 
the world, created this fire ofeternall hell, that whereof Efiy in- 
tends to ſpeak, whoſefire is not quenched, to beginne to be the 
puniſhment of the wicked, without that burning and heat ſhould 
ceaſe, now for that it is neither wood nor c12rcoale, nor other 
matter to maintain it,but ſhall be ecernally ©: rmented therewith 
in body and ſoul, becaule they have offended with the one and 
the other; for fins are the bait and nouriſhment of this fire, which 
by a gathering together of miſdeeds, and ſuperabundance of ini- 
quity heaped one upon another, enflame the ſoul to a perdura- 
ble puniſhment, even asa burning feaver, the repleat body, and 
render ita joice of ill digeſtion, vy a ſupertluity of viands, and 
other diſorders, and excefſe from whence there was drawne a 
wicked habirude ; for the ſou! then comn:ing to ren:ember her 
delights,agicated with theliving and molt rigorous pricks which 
gall it, the comes to beher owne acculer, by certaine remorſe of 
conſcience that can profit them no more, (becaule in hell there is 
no redemption) and to be his witnelle and judge, as the Apcitle 
ſets it downe in the 2. ofthe Romarezs, Þ beir conſcience bearing wit- 
neſſe, and their thougbts «caſing them, in the day when God ſbal! judge 
the ſecrets of men. Put there is alſo a fire in this world, by which 
we mult be ſalted and purified, for as much deduQtion of it as we 
muſt endure from thence, namely, tribulations, which are to us 
asa Minorative in Phyſick, of the compleat purgation that wee 
malt. receive thereby. 

'The wo forelaid fires furthermore, that of the Altar, and the 
ſtrange, may be very properly compared, that thereto aqua zite, 
the other to aqua fortzs, which ends and deſtroyes all, where a- 
quazite-ſerves tor nouriſhment, for all that wee cat or drinke 
participates thereof, and isthat which paſieth and converts into 
nutriment- Ic is true that it is revealed more nearly in ſome tub- 
je&s then in other. Wine is that where it manitetts it ſelt ſwoneft, 
and with lefle preparation and palne, afterwards wheat, and fo 
ofthe rcit; for there is nothing wherein nature doth ſo ſoone 
make his profit, as cf theſe two.. Aqua viteis alſo call:d burn- 
ing, becaule jt conceives ſo ealily the flame and burneth, for that 
itis necefſary, that whatſoever doth nonriſh muſt ſufter under 
the fires ation. Otherwiſe how 1s it that natural] heat _— 

wor 


ES 


RE: 


= 2 PIC ISA CoA” - 


++ Es * eons 


of Fire and Salt. 


hi is much*weaker pn dons 0 


- 
0» 
_ . 


avoid vacnity, or fo! 
cret iaftin& of nat 


Ao AN <8 4 
4 *- L 


Ly 
> 34 Wa 5 OED 
of ” ob > 


12-1 
' fire? wes 


JuUrit TE 


<a — 


NW — ———_— 


132 An excellent Treatiſe 


of Rainund Lulline, Rivpeſciſſs, Vitadiue his heavers of Philoſo- 
phers, fonwee-willnot Ray here 28 ona thing too triviall and 
beaten. Fhey callierhequint:ſence:for the conformity tt hath 
withche-celeſtiallnattre, beeauſethat as the heaven, which is as 
another Aic, burmore ſubtill chen the Flementary, contains che 
Stars,” whence"It receives divers impreffions/and ef; ther it 


doth tofu an | comigher” us, kere below, the fame A- 
7% vitedoths caftly imprega it felt, with thequalities and'ipe- 
cificall SE . To this = 
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thority of holy Scripture, which muſt bee eo us as a touch- 
ſtone, by it to verifie dur ratiocinations, for the moſt partun= 
certain and erroneous, if they bee not conduRed by divine in- 
ſpication:Isis writeenio the-147.P/al. 5 .He knoweth all-tbe Star, 
and calleth thew all by thei names. That if they have all different 
- and particular names,wheiefore ſhould ic ſerve butto diſtinguith 
them in their effeQs, proprieties, qualities and vertues ? for the 
name of things, imports the fame. Follow that which is ſaid 
in the 2, of Gen,as Adam namedevery.thing, ſach. was its «true 
and proper name; -Which Platoin his Craty/zs-{aith is-not onely 
the type and repreſentation of things, but theitBfſence. - And 
m this caſe there is a fair conſideration.to-bee marked;.that God 
left to Adam. the nomination of terreſtriall things :-but- re- 
ſerved to himſelfe that of Celeſtiall: as hee-expreſſeth/ in the 
1215.Pſals.16. The Heaven of Heavent ate the Lords , but the Earih 
- bath be given tothe childrenof men:ywhich ts as munch toſay, accot- 
ding to Rabbithe Fg;ptiat in the 2. Pook of his 1feve; or dire- 
&orz25 .Cha.That the Creator knowerh himſelf alghe rhe cer- 
eain verity of the heavens, what is their form;ſhbſtancqand their 
motions ; but upon.thatnnder heaven hehathgivewpower- to 
man to know, for *Earth is properly tyans'worll; where hee 
produceth, and the place of hig{@ohverfacion, as long as hee 
liveth : as fire and light attached to: matter: there where the 
cauſes upon which jock no found; our demonſtrations con- 
cerning heaven, are otit 'of -oar knowledge, being: ſo' far 're- 
mote fromus. And in this caſe the Haven of Heavens, are the 
Lords, there-may be a+double expoſition, according #0 the 
punQuation and reading,” That Heaven belongs to the Lord: of 
Heaven, and ſo the Hebrewes takeiit, but who; doubts, bytithat 
the, Earth - alſo belongs to himy- as well-as the. Heaven ? 7b; 
Earth a the Lords, aud the fulnsfſt therenf, and in the 230f Fer, 


Doe not Ifill the Heavey 4196 Earth 2: And the Heaven of Heavens 
14 reſerved for God, andthe Kanth'ss left 40 thy ohvldrengf men, which 
is a manner 0f ſpeech uſwalt;inthe»holy- Scriptee 


non16Ged for the Huliawe; mtapino 

rhings that are far diftarivffom our figin:and'weatfo 

imitation, as whert wee ſpeak of a Kite 1 Heron'-or Gerfalcon, 

when they fly ſo high, that __ can hardly diſcern them, that 
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they goe tolook themſclves in Heaven : ſo that all which is 

hereunder the {phereof the Moon, and generally all that is a- 

bove us, they call it Heaven : and the Heaven of Heavens, the 

ZEchereall Region from the Moon to the Firmament,as well the 
Firmament it-lelf, or the. Epyrean Heaven, But farther that the 
Stars ſhould bee all of one nature, propricty and cffe#, ro ſe | 
them ſo like,belides their greatnetle and clearncſle,ic follows not 
thatthe ſame appears.of rhe lame ſort as of fire,yet wee com- 
monly callthemtires aud ccleſtiall lights ; ſt isas it the ſweds of 
trees and plants, whereof there are infinſte,ſhould all mixe to« 
gether, andthe ficlt buds alſo, that they caſt, which differ as no« 
thing,but to the meaſuce whereunto they grow, their differen- 
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ces doe manifeſt them. The Hebrewes hold that thereis noc. ſo. 
litele,and poor a herb on the Earth, nor any other thing of the | 


three kinds of the compoſed Mineralls, Vegetables, or animals, 
thathath not above its correſpondent Star, that aſliſts it, and. 
from which it receives its maintenance, and conſervation. Bur 
how canthat agree ? will ſome ſay ta.the contrary , becaule it. 
ſeems to derogate and contredift that. which, in exprefſe terms 
is ſet down in the. 2-of Ger, where itiswritten,that in the third 
days: the Earth of ber ſclf bronght forth berbr, and trees,containirg in, ; 
them their ſeed according toteir- kinds +. neverthelclſe the Sun, ; 
nor the Moon; narithe Stane,. were created tillche day a'ter, the 
fourth bywhich-isdeſigned-its effe& and. funAion ; Let there, 

| bee lights made, . in tbe furmament of. the. betven, namely the Sun, the, 
Moon, and th: Start, te ſeparate the night from the diy: and letthem, 

bee for fagnes,, and ſeaſons, for dayes and years, withoutattributing. . 

any thing of their afliGance,upen.trees and plants, and other ele-, 

mentary things. -: ; | | 

But to return to theparticulars. of Aqgaavite, there will be. 

no huethere to touch upon this experiment thereof made,yvery. 

gentile and rare. leaving others that are more common, Agra, . 

»;t4 hath thisparticalar, that ic difſolyes not ſugar, nor joines, 

not with it,asdoth its flegmand:gommon water, vinegar, , and: | 

other liquors :--but.by-arcigce ie {elf- of two it:makes, a.thrice, 

ſweet liquor, very-proper againſt thefluxes of Catarrhs, and falc | 


rheumes, that moleſt the ſtomach, andthroat, and is thereun-... 


| to very good and comfortable,-. Lay in ſtrep a day or hy cy | 
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namon groflely beaten ; and take off the infuſion very neat: take 

fine ſugar within a potcage diſh that hath ears, brought intofine- 
ſmall powder, andſo perfume it, mingle it with a ſmall portion 

of Sapar roſet. | Poure thereon this Xqre viie and makethem: 
a lic le warm upon alhes, ' then'put fire therero- with a"Hghred: 
paper, [tiring all well with a liztle fpit of clean: wood, 1o lowg 
untill the Aqrza vite burn-no more,&there will remain x liquor 


moſt agrezable to thetaſte, and mervailou{ly comfortable;you - 


may add the.eto liquor of pearls, Coral and otherithelike, which 


_ diffolve eaſily io the Juice of Citron or difithevinegar, which 
makes ir{weet to ſtream out upon it quantityoFremmon wgs - 


ter or the phlegm of Aquz vie :® andnotby talciningitas Pa-- 
racel/ur andhis followers do, with Salt-Peter, which is manifeſt 
poylon : {> that;things are done in yainby more, that may'be- 
done by fewer;fo that ir bee jafily done. Further, every one ſuf-- 
ficiently knowes howto draw Aqua viz, filling two parts'of the 
Alimbeck with Glaſſe, or Bewvox Earth, wich good oldawint,and 


diſtilling it with an eafie firechrough a Bath in. *Caldron full: 


of water, with chaffe,*. Continue the diftiilation untill you fee- 
long reines and:ſproats appear, in the Chapps andim the: Re- 


cipient, For it is Aqua vite, which mounts firlty-andith» phlegm: 


comes after in'groſſe drops,as tears; whichisa token thitthere- 
is no more Aqnz vite. © Men maytefineir,paſſiag avain atother: 
time * ButT ſhouldnot bee of an opinion, thatco take"it into 
the body, it ſhould "bee: more"then once. And itisaſtrange 


thing thatby irs own ſabtilty, for it will mount. chrough#five- - 


or {ix doubles of paper brovil/ss without: wetting, it. -I»have 


ſeen them cal a fall glafſe thereof in the ajr,and not one trop to - 
fall tothe earth : It is of ſoveraign force againſt all burnings: 
and chiefly tharof ſmall ſhot, with which ſhee hinder#fas was: - 


ſaid before ) the ye _— eg which fheweth",, ;ngama:. 
ſuthcientlythe purity of its fir&which may'by good right becal- on arcs 
kd Celeſtiall.Soe herethat-which Refnwad Ea/tmdere dawn of from proche- -| 


his proprieties and vertues: «Wee rmuſtnorunderftand 
he)that neither-quinteſence noranyerherthinghere below,can 
render us immoertall.It ts ordained for allmen once'to-die: nor 
can" we prolong our daycsbeyondandaboyethe prefix:drtime; 
for that is reſerved to. God, Manns dairs are ſhort,;and the mumber 
of bis momneths are with th-* * thou = appointed bis limits which bee 


3 4 cannal : 
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"(faith {cr in the skin 
| exylcerating it :: | 


with pain. 
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csnnet paſſe , "there. where on the contrary they may well bee 
accidentally ſhorened: Aqua viteahen, nor all other forts of 
quinteffences.an: oratives, oy our life 'for one 
ninmepfanhower ; yet the may conſerve and maintain 'it 
lat bur, preſerving i i1Ffrom- tion, Which is it, 
Solicitns iriſh? Buc to purrefaction by corrup- 
tible things;thas cannot bee : we mult therefore find out ſome 
ir wrible ſubſtance, proper *and- familiar to our nature , 
n {maintains theradicallheat, as oil doth 
thedighv ofa Parnpe Such is the aqua ite drawn from wine,the 
moſtcomfottableand/connmuturaliſubitanceofall others, pro- 
RR withexcefſe. Platarch in the 3. Book, 
the$: queſtion ofhis Sympotiaques, compares wine to fire, and 
ou iguly wo clay.ifyou glye fire (he ts it down there) which 
of amnediocrity tothe clag,and carth-to th he will 
conſolidate itin the pots,bricks,ciles,andother the likeworks, 
oe hee —_ EE - warn it meltandrun. 
'M vite, preſerves ſtrongly from their corruption 
as: IG =_ vegetable and/Animall, which men 
- there- tomiiiple, which by this means:confeives them in 
t, Je comforts and maintains a man in'vi- 
ch 1676 eth fromday-eo'day, it rejoy- 
the'y ſpirits: ie digeſts crudities 
rae. men .the exceſſive ſupertluities, 
end chedefanſts yrs 4 may be&'in our-bodies ; cauling divers 
ing to thedifpolition of the ſubje&t whete tbee- ap- 
her ſelfe, as doth:the Sunnes heat, which melt#wax and 
my and firedoth-the ſame. And there is that cele- 
jrefutingin hpbthess, {o-ſuſceptible of a}l qualities, 
cat make her hot, enipreg- 
thc things, cold with ld things, arid ſo of the 
ing ſlice isna [7 mably to our ſoles inclina- 
evill- feralthongh-ic >ayahds ofthe fours Ple- 
4% that ehe one doth-not 
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But 9p 05-9 ag diſſipate and ruine all,are this fralige 
fire, and 10ifAtchymiſts "el chr an and fire Nom 
external fire, and' others the Jike! exrerininatives.” Font 
the effec &s oF Cage ] wen tr be fo's ible: confi: . 


quor, dna : $ rain & 
tpirit, to excogitar to{ho! | 
melted together; and'{6u aro 
Gold ages doy——perded pp Silvers: eat! F par! 
of wiilequally att may*fee by: thi 

prattiſle; win 0: 


pogFaway partly Wn 
d partly ticks like-BY 
wailning above it bet 1 


aid apt | 
withinahe JOL ell NO! 
fine, namely Silver*and- h-18-.1 
which:they Eparate. ſtrohg"warery on tf 
divider, which-diſfolves Sitvealnro water, nh 

bottomeas'ſand ;. the' wates 7 
retivevic ſelſe; But hereit wo 


% 


{be to9-mm 


meg: Alchymie, and: theart'o fireandSalr; 


Yee theſe emofirex may be compared, oy the Mages fire : 
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Leaven which increaſeth by being warme : and in Greek &j 
Leayen from C® to boile. The Chy micks call it the interior fires 
fire within the veſſell, for wee ſee by experience, that bread, it 
the Pa't bz not leavened, what boyling ſoever you give ir, ſhall 
never be but of a hard and unealy digeſtion, greatly oppreſ- 
ſing the ſtomach, if the Leaven which they joyne thereunto make 
itboyle within z whence then it comes that oſs ſo knowing a 
man, and fo illuſtrated with the Divine Spirit, ſo rejefeth a 
thing ſo profitable and neceſſary, and baniſheth ſo expreſly tho 
Leaven of the Sacrifices, which is ſo great an aide and ſuccour in 
our principall aliment, Bread. You foall burne no Leaven nor Hoxez 
in the Lora Sacrifice, Levit.2.11. And Excd. 13.15, hee condem- 
neth to death thoſe who in the dayes of unleavened bread 
{houldeateleavened bread, or ſhould have ever ſo little in his 
houſe, Is it not becauſe Idolaters uſe Leaven ? but hee doth not 
forbidic in all and throughout all for in the 23. of Levir. 17, 
he commands them to offer two leaven loaves, Moreover Ido- 
laters imploy alſo in their Sacrifices Salt and Incenſe, and ma- 
ny other things that are not forbidden? Ic muſt then bee that 
ſome myſtery lies hidden h:reunder. Origen in his 5. Howil. 
upon Levj?. interpreteth Leaven for arrogance, that wee con- 
ceive of a vaine worldly doftrine, which blowes us up asleaven 
doth Paſt, and makes us proud, thinking that wee know more 
then wee doe. So that wee quit the expreſſe and dice& Word of 
God, to retaine our ſelves within our phantaſtiquetradjtions,as 
our Saviour reproacheth it to the Phasiſees, Mark. 7. Truely 
Eſay prophecizd very well of you Hypocrites, when hee faith, 
T bu people honoreth me with their lips, but their beart us farre from me, 
bowbeit in vaine de they worſhip me, tearbing for DoCtrines the Com- 
mandements of men, Mark,p. 6,7, And therefore admoniſhoth us 
to beware of this Leaven. And upon Nxmbers, it is not to be- 
leeve ſaid the ſaid Origen, that God would puniſh with death 
thoſe whoduring the ſolennitie of unleavened bread had eaten 
leavened bread, or that had leaven found in their houſes, but 
by leaven is underſtood matignitieenvie, rancor, concupiſcence, 
and the like vices that inflame our ſoules, and make them boile 
with wicked and pernicious defires, corrupting, altering, and 
perverting all that which might bee good, following what the 

S Apoſtle 
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Leaven which increaſeth by being warme : and in Greek Cjy 
Leaven from C® co boile. The Chymicks call it the interior fires 
fire within the veſlell, for wee ſee by:experience, that bread, if 
the Pait bz not leavened, what boyling ſoever you give ir, ſhall 
never be but of a hard and unealy digeſtion, greatly oppreſ- 
ſing the ſtomach, if the Leaven which they joyne thereunto make 
itboyle within z whence then it comes that oſes ſo knowing a 
man, and fo illuſtrated with the Divine Spirit, ſo reje&eth a 
thing ſo profitable and neceſſary, and baniſheth ſo: expreſly tho 
Leaven of the Sacrifices, which is (ogreatan aide and ſuccour in 
our principall alimenr, Bread. You fall burne no Leaven nor Honey 
in the Lords Sacrifice, Levit.2.11. And Exod. 13. 15, hee condem- 
neth to death-thoſe who in the dayes of unleavened bread 
ſhould eateleavened bread, or ſhould have ever fo little in his 
houſe, Is it not becauſe Idolaters uſe Leaven ? but hee'doth not 
forbidit in all and throughout ally for in the 23. of Levir. 15, 
he commands them to offer two {eaven loaves, Moreover Ido- 
laters imploy alſo in their Sacrifices Salt and Incenſe, and ma- 
ny other things that are not forbidden. It muſt 'then- bee that 
ſome myſtery lies hidden hereunder. Origen in his 5, Howil. 
upon Leviz. interprcteth Leaven for arrogance, that wee con- 
ccive of a yaine worldly dof&rine, which blowes us up asleaven 
doth Paſt, and makes us proud, thinking that wee know more 
then weedoe. So that wee quit the expreſſe and dice& Word of 
God, to retaine our ſelves within our phantaſtiquetradjtions,as 
our Saviour reproacheth it to the Phariſees, Mark. 7. Truely 
Eſay prophecied very well of you Hypocrites, when hee ſaith, 
T bu pteple honoreth me with their lips, but their heart #s farre from me, 
bowbeit in vaine dye they worſhip me, tearbing for Dottrines the Com- 
mendements of men, Mark,7. 6,7, And therefore admoniſheth us 
to beware of this Leaven. And upon Nmbers, it is not to be- 
leeve ſaid the ſaid Origen, that God would puniſh with death 
thoſe whoduring the ſolennitie of unleavened bread had eaten 
leavened bread, or that had leaven found in their houſes, but 
by leaven is underſtood mahignitiegenvie, rancor, concupiſcence, 
and the like vices that inflame our ſoules, and make them boile 
with wicked and pernicious defires, corrupting, altering, and 
peryerting all that which might bee good, following what the 
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Apofile ſaid, « little Leaven corrapts the- whbole-maſſe. Therefore . 
wee may not undervalue any. little finne,. for after the manner 
of Leaven it will. very ſoone produce: others, undervalue nor, 
ſaith St. Auguſtize,the machinations and ambuſhes of a few men, 
for as a ſparkle of fire is a ſmall thing, and which can hardly 
bee diſcerned if it meer with food and nouriſhment, ic will ina 
ſhore time ſet:on fire great Townes and Cities, Forreſts, and 
whole Gountries. Leaven is the ſame, for how little ſoever you 
put; in yeur Paſt or Dough, ic will alter it in ſhort ſpace and 
convert it to-its owne nature. Perverſe Pottrine is of the very. 
ſame; which gaineth Countries by little and little, as a Canker. 
doth in the whole body. 

And in his third Book againſt Parmenian to glotifie himfclfe, 
not in bis finn-s, but in thoſe of others, as the Pbariſee ſaid, Luk, 
18,11, 1 giv: thee. thanks O Lord God, that I am not as. other men 
are, Extortioners, Vnjuſt, Adulierers, &c. 1 faſi twice inthe weeke 
.&c, comparing his owne innocence to the defaults of others, 
this is but a little leaven, but to boaſt himſelf in iniquities, and - 
treſpaſſes,iz a great one; Furthermore,Liaven is taken in good 
part,'as well asin bad part;-in holy Writ; which relates to the: - 
ewo fires.: The friſt hath been touched heretofore for pride, and 
naughtineſle, that corcuptsthe ſoule; - Touching the good, in 
the7. of Levit.12,13.there are loaves of leavened bread, which 
they offer for peace offerings, with oblation of thank(giving,and 
in the -23<-17,- of every--family two loaves of the fiſt cares of 
wheat at Pentecoſt ; andin St. Matthew, and the 23 of St.Luke - 
Jefus Chriſt compared the Kingdome of God to leaven that a 
woman had put into three meaſures of dough, till it was all lea- 
vened, for there it is taken for the fervent zeale of ardent faith; - 
and it is the fire wherewith we muſt be ſalted : for as the fire 
boyles onr meats, and the ſalt ſeaſons them, alſo leaven is the - 
cauſe that the paſt bakes the. better, and prepares thereby ro 
make more wholeſome, and of lighter digeition, more ſavoury, 
and of better taſt. In which caſe Jeaven relates, to the Evangeli- 
call Law, as Saint Awugyfive ſaith, and old leaven.to the Moſat- . 

call, which the Jewes tooke by the barke, and by the hairs. By . 
reaſon whereof the Apoſtle admoniſheth us, to caſt it farre from 
us2 thatis to lay, all ſuperſtition, and malice; Caſt off the old 


kayen ,. that you mo) be anew lump, 4: je are unleguened, for even 


Cbriſt 


— 
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Chriſt our P aſſeover ts ſacrificed for youe Therefore let us keep the 
Feaſtnot with old leaven, neither with the l:aven of malice and 
wickedneſſe, but with the »nleavened bread of ſincerity and 
tratb, which leaven is without doubt thisftrange fire, that de. 
youres and conſumes us within; that is to ſay,our ſoul, to ſwal- 
low us up, and make us goe downe living into Hell. And the 
Fire of che Altar, the celeltiall fire of charity, faith, hope, it is 
that which we muſt defire of God to kindle in our hearts, and to 
ſeaſon our thoughts and our delires, thatno corruption be be- 
gotten there; as itdoth here below 1n-things corruptible and 
corporall ; the prompt Miniſter, and executor of that, which 
the divine goodnefle will pleaſe to give of comforts and conf» 
modities in this temporall life. What obligations ther: da wee 
awe thee, thou excellent portion of Nature, without which we 

"ſhould live in ſo great miſery? thou doeſt lighten in darkneſſe, 
thou doſt make us rejoyce in obſcurity, bringing us another 
day. Thoudoeltchaſe away from about us, hurcfull powers, 
feares, and nofurnall illuſttons ; thou doeſt warm us being cold, 
thou doelt redry us being wet; thou bakeſt our yiands; thou 
art theſoveraigne Artizan of all arts and manufaRtares ' which 
have been reycaled unto us, to ſerve as a rampard againſt our na- 
tara]l Imbecillicies, that make us inregard of our bodies the 
feeble and intirm animall of all others. All this by reaſon of thy 
Divine beneficence, thou deeſt communicate to all mortals. And 
thou, Ocleare luminous Sunne, theviſible image of the inviſible 
God, the light whereof; doth rebateit ſelfe in-thee, as within 
a fair manitold multiplying glaffe, rendring thy felfe overflow- 
ing with all ſorts of happineſſes, which afterwards thou com- 
municateſt to all thy ſenſible Creatures, being ſo fair and ſo de- 
ficeable aliberall benefaFor, thou ariſeit moſt reſplendent,with 
laminous beams, which thou doeltſpread abroad into all parts 
of the world, and by che vertue of thy (pirit, and breath, by rhy 
vivifying vigour, thou governeſt and maintaineſt this litcle All. 
Thou the illuttrious Torch of Heaven, thou the light of all 
things, cauſe and fecondary Author of all that-growertFhere 
below, which by thefaculty and power, which the Soveraigne 
diſpenſator of all goodnefle hath given thee, obligeth all nature 
to thy ſelte ; which wich an unwearied courſe, doeſt dayly run 
through thefoure corners of the Univerſe, Thy beauty, thy 

S2 light, 
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light, thou doeſt lend unto our ſenſes by thy unknowne and 
imperceptible Divinicy, and impactelſt it with a l:berall largefT:, 
without any vaile or covverture that come to enterpoſe berwixe 
them to the Church, thy deare ſpouſe, to break apen tous here 
below, the effects illightning by the ſame meanc of thy inextin=- 
euible and inexhauſtible Torch, all the celeſtiall fires. Looke 
upon usthen with abenigne and favourable eye, and by the ex- 
cellent beauty which ſhewes ic ſelfe in thee, elevate our under- 
ſtanding to the contemplation of this other more great,that no 
mortall eic can behold, nor ſpirit apprehend, but by a profound 
and pious thoughe, for as much as itwill pleaſe him to grati- 

it, ; . 

But thou Soyeraigne Father of this intelleQual fire and light, 
what can wee bring thee here,, but devour ſupplications and 
prayers? that it will pleaſe thee to burne with che fire of thy 
Holy Spirit,the wills and courages of us thy moſt humble Crea- 
tures, that wee may ſerve thee with a chaſt body, and to agree 
with thee by a pureand neat conſcience : to the honour and 
glory of thy holy name, and ſalvation: of our ſoules : 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, thy deare Sonne, who liveth 
_ "7 with thee , God coeternall, for ever and ever, 

MEN. 


T he ſecond Part of the Lord 
BLAISE bh Treatiſe 
touching FIRE and 


SALT. 


IDO GSSOLCH Very man ſhall be ſalted with Fire and «very $ a« 
J JJ crifice ſhall be ſulted with $att. Mark. 9.49. 
Wee have already ſpoken of Fire, Salt re- 
maincth, of which there is no leſſe to fay- 
But it is ſtrange that the Ceremonies of 
Pogaziſme, (hould be found in this reſpeR, 
and many other inMofaicall Traditions, 
Fire ſhall alwayes burne on the Altar ; 
Lev.6.12,13, The Prieſt foall burne wood 
thereon every morning, &-c. Andin the 2.13. Thouſbalt ſeaſon with 
ſalt all the Oblatious of thy $ acrifices ; and hon fbalt not forget to put 
the ſalt of Gods Covenant under them ; with all thy Offerings thox ſhale 
offer Salt, which Salt Numb. 18.19. is called the everlaſting Co- 
yenant before God to Aaron and his ſonnes. And Pythageras in 
hisSymboles, ordainesnotto ſpeak of God without light, and 
to apply Salt in all Sacrifices and Oblations. And not onely 
Pythageras,but allo Nums,which moſt part ofmen, hold to have 
been 100 years before Pythagoras, inſtituted the ſame according 
to the Dofrine of the Hetrurians:It is not belceveable that Adoſes - 
fo deare and and welbeloved of God, and ſo jYuſtrated with his 


inſpirations, whence procceded all the documentsthat he —_— 
h © - 


_ 


134 Un excellentTreatife 


ſo hot a perſecntor of Idolatries and Ethnique ſuperſtitions, 
that hee would borrow any thing. from them. But more likely 
that che Devils inft ations who makes bimſelfe atwayes as his 
Creators ape, to make bimſelfe to idoliz<,was willing to divert 
thoſe ſacred myſteries to their abukive impieties, according to 
which Joſephus againſt Appion, and Saint Jerome againſt Vigilaxe 
tius, doe very well ſute : ſo that as in the Judaicall Law they uM 
no Sacrifices and oblations in Paganiſme, but they uſed Salt as 
Pliny witneſſet!t in 31. Book 7. Chap. Eſpecially in holy things 
the authoritie of Salt is underſtood, when none were made 
without a Sale Mill. Platoto Timew, when in the medly and 
commixtion & the elements, the compoſed is deſtitute of much 
water, and of the moreſubtill parts of the earth, water [reſting 
therein comes £0 bee halfe congealed, ſaltneſſe is there 'brought 
in which hardens ir the more, and fo there is procreated a body 
of Salt, communicated to the-uſe of our lite, for as much touch» 
eth the body and ſenſes, accommodated by the ſame meanes ac- 
cording to the tenor of the Law; on that which depends the 
ſervice of God, as being ſacred and agreeable to God, where- 
from heecalledit a body beloved of God, for which Homer cal- 
Id it Divine, whereof Plutergue in his 5. Booke of his Sympo- 
foaques 10, queſtion renders many reaſons, and among others, 
for that ieſymbolizeth with the ſoulethat is of Divine: nature, 
and as long as it reſides in the body, Keepes itfrom putrefattion, 
as Salt doth dead flcſhzwhere it is brought in in ſtead of a: ſoule 
that keepeth it from corruption, whence ſome of the Stoicks 
would ſay, that Hogs fleſh of it ſelfe was dead, and that a foule 
which was ſowed-therein in a manner of. faltto conſerve it lon- 
ger.cx:mpt from putrefaftion, te which a {cule was given for 
Sale, Our Tiolagion: lay thatthe ceremony of putting Salt into 
water when they hallow it, came from that which Zt;ſbs did, 
2 Kings 2,22,23.t0-ſweeten the waters of Fericho, by caſting 
Salt upon the Spring. And that notes the people (which is de- 
figned by.-water (many waters are many Nations) were ſanQiti- 
ed, maſt teach us by the Word of God, ,what Salt fignifies, with 
the bitterneſſe and- repentance that men; ſhould have for offen+ 
ding God, as water alſo doth the confeifion as well of faith as 
of finnes. Ofthe commixcion of theſe twe,lalt and water,pro- 


ceeds 
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eceds a double fruit to ſeparate from ill doing, and conyere to 
good workes, And forthat repentance for finne 0: ght to pre« 
cede auricular confeſion,which repentance is denoted by the bic.- 
terneſſe of ſalc, they bleſſe italſo before water : It is alſo taken 
for wiſedome. T os are the ſalt of the earth, and bave ſalt inyour ſelves, 
And becauſe that in all their ancient Sacritices they uſed ſale, . 
from thence it cawe that in Baptiſme they pur ſalt in the mouth 
of the Creature before itis baptized with watery for that it can- - 
not yet aCtually havethe myſtery ot ſalt applyed tor the preſent.- 
Oa fire then and cn ſale depend grezt-and fecret myſteries, 
comprized under two principal colours, red and white, for (as 
Zohar hath it) all things are white, and red, but there is a great 
ſpace betwixt the one and the cther. God dieth aur finnes: 
which ace red, for concupiſcence comes from the bloed, and- 
from the ſenſvalitie of the fleſh beſprinkled with blood, and we 
doe die his whiteneſfſe in red or rigour of Juſtic*, by the fire- 
which inflameth our carnall deſires, and purchaſeth their judge» 
ment, which is thronghout where there is fie, if it bee not mor- 
tified with ſaving water. And when the perverſe doe prevaile 
in-the world, as ordinarily they doe, redneſſe and judgement 
extend themſelves therein, and all whiteneſſe covers it ſelf, which 
is rather changed into rednefie then redneſle into whiteneſle, 
which if it have domination, all on the contrary growes re- 
ſplendent therewith. To theſe two colours alſo the ancient and 
the Evangelicall Law,the rigour of juſtice and mercy ; the pillar 
of fire in the nights darkenefle, and the white cloud by day,wine 
and bread, blood and fat, which were not-lawfull to -cate. Tow 
ſhall not eate fleſh with the blood, Gen.g. 4. And in Levit. 3. 16, 17, 
AY the fat #4 the Lords, it ſhall bee a perpetuall Statute fir your genera- 
tions throughout all your dwellings, that yee ezte neither. fat mor blood 3 
where it is yet more particularly repeated in the 17. and 14. 
where the reaſon is rendred, for that the ſorle,. that is to lay, the 
life of the fleſb, is in -the blood, which myitically-repreſents that 
of Meſſiah, -wherein corfiſted eternal] life, -1o that it was not .. 
lawfull to uſe any other before his comming; - Of the ſame fat 
was reſerved for God as well that which the Hebrewes call 
obeleb, that covereth the iawards,and is ſeparated from the fleſb, 
as the other called ſchumen, which is thereunto annexed; but - 


metaphorically the fat is taken for the moſt exquilite ſubſtance, 
: —_— as .. 
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as in Numb. 18, the tenths the beſt of the fruits are called the fac 
of them, which manner of ſpesch wee alſo uſe when wee (ay, 
makethe portion tobe very fat of any thing thet there is. And 
in the 81. P/al. 16. Hee fed th:m with the fat of Wheate, It may 
bee alſo that Moſer well knowing that theſe evo ſubſtances, 
blood and fat, are of ill caſt and nouriſhment, and quickly cor- 
rupted out of their veſſells, hee forebad them the aſe thereof. Or 
if wee would enter into a certaine myſtery, tor that the virall 
ſpirics conſiſtin the blood, which are of a fiery nature, and that 
fat is very ſuſceptible of flame,and proper to make lights, which 
area repreſentation of the ſonle. But Oile is alſo for Lampe, 
which was not forbidden to bee eaten, and wee doe not ſee thar 
in Divine ſervice wee uſe Tallow Candles, yet theſe two, 
fire and ſalt, doe ſignifie Wine and Milke, 1 bave drunke Fine 
with my Ailke,Camt.5. 1, By Wine is deſigned the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evill, namely vaive curioſities of worldly 
things, and by Milke, that of life, whereof Adam was d:prived, 
being deſirous to raſt of that other, which was humane pru- 
dence. Before Adam had tranſgrefſed (ſaid Zehar) hee was made 
participant of the ſapience of ſuperiour Iighr, being not yet {:- 
parated from the tree of life, but when hee would diſtra& him- 
ſelfe after the knowledge of baſe things, this curiofitie ceaſed 
not till hee had wholly caſt off lite to incorporate himſelfe to 
death. Faceh and Eſax, the two principall Potentates on earth 
which are deſcended therefrom, Item the Roſe and the Lilly, 
whoſe water extracted mounts by the fires heat that elevares it 
and becomes white, although the Roles bee red, as is the fume 
exhaled from blood and fat which they burne to God, to ſend 
it on high as a vapour, to imply (ſaith the ſame Zobar) that wee 
muſt offer him nothing but what is cleane and candid ; for red- 
- neſfle repreſents. finne, and puniſhment that followes it; and 
the white, finceritie, with mercy and the finall r:compence that 
deth accompany it.-What is it (ſaith Zohar) which is deligned 
by the red Roſes, and the white Lillies? It is the odour of the 
eblation proceeding from red blood, and from fat which is 
whit, which God reſerveth for his owne portion, which fat- 
nefle relates to the ſacrifice, or animall man, who is nouriſhed 
with this fat, as the -vitall ſpirits with blood ; wherefore it is 
-aid, when we fall to cxtenuate and macerate the pricks of the 
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fleſh and concupiſcence, that we offer unto God fatneſſe, who 
will have from his Creaturethe ſoul, which is fire and bloud, - 
and the body,namely fat, wherewith ie is nouriſhed, but the one 
and che other incontaminate, pureand neat, without corruption, 
as if they were to paſſe through the fire and ſalted; Therefore 
he would that they ſhould be burned to him, that they may a- 
ſcead in a white fame and an odonr of ſuavity-before himz for 
fume is more ſpiritual then matter,which the fie by ſabciliation 
raiſeth it,after the manner of Incenſe. And indeed all this world 
here, is but an odour that mounts unto God, ſometimes good 
and agreeable, ſometimes wicked and hurifull. The forme of 
the thing which confiſteth in its colour, and figure, remains 
incorporeall in the matter,where the eye goes to apprebend it, 
and aſſociates with it. The taſt alſo, remains attached to it, as 
the ſpittle moiſtens it , and communicates it to the taſt : But 
odor or ſmell,ſeparates them,and comes from farre by an un- 
perceivable vapor,to the ſenſe of the noſe and braine, Where- 
fore the Scripture doth particularize in the roſe and in the lil- 
lies,the Red and White ; whoſe ſmell doth not vaniſh. And yer 
though the roſes be red,yet the water of them diftilled, and the 
fume if you burne them,arewhite,as thoſe of incenſe, whereof ix 
is ſpoken in P/al.4 1:2. Let my prayer be direted as incenſe,in thy fight: 
by prayers are underſtood not only prayers, but all our deſires, 
choughes and comportmens,and thereupon Rabbz Eliezer, fonne 
of Rybbi Simeon, the author of Zobar, making his prayer, doth 
thus paraphraſe. This is well knowne, and manifeſt before thee O Lord 
my God, God of our prayerr,that 1 have offered unto thee my fat,aund my 
blood : T bave offered them in an odor of Suavity, with firme ſaith and 
beleefe,macerating, chaſtiſing the ſeuſnality of my, flefs 3 T had it will 
Þleaſe thee then Lord, that the odor of my prayer, proceeding from. my 
month may be preſently addreſſed before thy face, as an odor of s burr 
, effering, which tbey burne unto thee, upon the altar of propitiation, and 

that thow wilt accept it as agreeable. He ſaidthat becauſethat afterthe 
comming of our Saviour,8 the deſtruion of the ſecond Temple 
bythe Romans,the ewiſh ſacrifices were converted into prayers, 
the bloudy ſacrifices fignified by the red roſes, and coleur of 
bloud,and thoſe without bloud,as the minchad & other thelike, 
of mea],by the white lillies, following that whichwas ſaid Car. 


Ehep.5,& 6, Ady beloved is white and rnddy,be feedeth among the lilliee. 
| | : T 2... BIR 
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Under theſe four colours furthermore, which fignific the four 
Elements, Black the Earth, White che Water, Blew the Air.and 
Red the fire,are compriſed the greateſt ſecrets & myſigries.Octher- 
wiſe reading in ch. 10.0f 35 book Plinie,that Apeller had painted 
Alexander heldiag lightniog in his handfingers ſeemed to hang 
out,and lightning to be without the Table;but reading they re- 
methbred that all thoſe confiited:of four colours. 1 cannot well 
ſpecifie whatthoſe four colours were, which muſt be principall 
in nature,till T had learned out of Zobargto conſider then: jn the . 
light : where, thatis to-be ncted, that there are two faftned to 
the weeksnamely black,noting the Earth , and red proceeding 
there from fire g and two to the flame, Blew in theroot, over a= 
gainſt the black, and white on the top, oppofite to red, But let 
us ſee how this doth well ſaic with Chymicall Theorie , which 
conlticutes of theſe fourElements,two ſoJid and fix*d, which pre- 
pare tkemſdlves together, the earch, and the fire, which adhere to 
the week, and the other two liquid volatills and flittiug, water, 
and air, white and blew, as is the flame which is liquid, and in 
etuzl! motion : And we muſt not think ie ſtrange, that the 
air, the blew, ſhould be lower then the water, or the whice flame 
which is a!oft, becauſe the acreall party which is the oil and far, 
ſeparate more hardly, and more difficultly from the compoſed , 
then doth the water more oppoſite to fire. But let us Jook more 
myſtically thereinto, which the Zobar hath more abundantly 
rat through. Thered light, as well in earth as in heaven,is that 
which deſtroyes all, diflipates all ;. for it is the bark of the tree 
of death,as we may ſee in a lamp, candle, and other light,whoſe 
root is in thecarth, namely, this corcuptible and corrupting 
blackneffe which watereth the week ;. the branches and the 
hes are the flames, blew and white. The week with ics black- 
and redneſſe- is the Elementary world, and the flame the 
Celeſtiall: Thered colour commands all that is under it, and 
devourethiit; And if youſay that itdomineers alſo in heaven, © 
notas inthe-inferiour world; wee may anſwer. And althuugh | 
chere be vertues and powers above that are deſtruftive, and difh- | 
pate all baſe fabjacent things.. All theſe ſuperiors are anchored 
In-this ced light, and noetheinferiors,for they are thick, role, 
andobſeureg and thisred light which is contiguous to that a» 
bore, gnaves, and devours themz. and. there is nothing ets 
« ow 
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low world which thall not be deliroyed, It penetrates and en+- 
eers into ſtones, it pierceth them, and hollowes them, that wa- 
ters may paſſe over them, and drowns all in the _ and 
hollowes oftheecarth, where they divide themſelves, of the one 
ſide, and on the other, till they come to reſemble anew in theic 
Abyſſ«,paſſing crofſe the darknefſes that are confounded wich 
them; which is the cauſe that waters riſe and fall, (they mounc 
when they come from the ſea under earth to their ſources, to 
ide anew above the earth downwards , returning to the place 
rom which they parted.) So that the waters darknefle and 
lighc mingling themſclyes gellmell, chere is made within ano- 
ther Chaos, which nature comesto unmingle ( the heat namely 
which is therein incloſed ) by Ordinance of the Soveraign Di- 
ſpenſator that commands it. And there make lights which men 
cannot ſee, becauſe they are dark, Every channell (to be brief) 
mounts upwards with his voices, whence Abyſſns are ſhaken , 
and cry to their companion,One depth calleth to anothergin the 
voice of their Catarrats. And who is itthat cries? Open thee 
with thy waters, and I will enter into thee . Theſe areall my- 
ſeries uneaſy to comprehend,which intend nothing, but to de- 
monltrate the affinity and connexion ofthe ſenfible with the in- 
telligible world, and of the Elementary with the Celeftiall; for, 
as itis ſaid in another caſe, the Univerſall irmament, called the 
firm iment of heaven, contlinerh things ſuperiour and inferiour; 
although aftec divers manners.This is wel ſeen in a torch, where 
blackneſſe, that is, the Earth,is the ground of three elementsand 
colours, the red being butan inflammation and heat joined to 
the blacknelſe, without any flame or light, as are the blew and 
white,which proceed from one very root, all tend a going to 
unite with the white flame that is above, and more highly eleva- 
tedthen others. Yet it is not therefore ſo pure and quit of all 
filthineiſe, bur thatic procreates ſoot, with black and infefted 
fame, whereof itn:ult be depured by fire, till it bath perfeQd 
the conſumprion of its corruption, and madeit a perfeQt whice- 
nefſe, which from thattime forwards never alters. And this is 
that which we (aid before , that fire leaves two forts ofexcre- 
ments, not ſufficiently depured for the krit proof... Ate bow, 
whence by the ſame fire is extracted an; incocruptible ſubſtance 


offale, and ofylafle at the lafi,which the Zahar was not igno- 
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rant of, when he ſaidapon Exod. of the lees of any confetted a 
tThes, ſalt and glaſſe isdrawn.But now for that it was not ſo aid, 
It is a thing ſufficiently common and manifeſt to thoſe that deal 
with fire, which Cinerall excrement comes from the aduſtion 
and burning of coals,: but the ſoot which is more ſpirituall, for 
that mounts and eleyates higher,is born of the flame which hath 
no leaſure or power toperfe& its mundltication,ſo that the pure | 
and impure mount together. And afſuredly nothing can better | 
agree with our ſouls after their ſeparation from the body,which | 
carries away with them the imapurities which they have attra- | 
Qed from it, during their reſidence here below, which they mult 
repaſs by fire,$ be perfe&ed by white throughout. Every mzan ſhal 
' be ſalied with fire,and every ſacrifice ſhall be ſalted with ſalt. The weik 
and aſhes repreſenting man, the exterior animal, and his body ,. 
and the ewo flames, blew,and white the blew che Celeſtial] and 
Ethereall body, and the white, fouls ſtript of all Corporeity : 
which in good men (hall be burat with fire that burns alwaties 
upon the altar, and ſalted with falt from the Covenant,the pro- 
miſes namely of his Meſſiah , into which che Prince of this 
world, hath but ſeen, asit hath done in the poſtericy of Adam, 
which is al filled with aſhes whereof it was firſt buile,8& with the 
ſoot of originall ſin,whereunto he faſtned by his diſobedience , 
prevarication ;So that we cre the night where Loſer began to 
reckon the day, for that we are according to the fleſh,before the 
Meſfiab, who being come after, is the enlightned day of this 
clear ſun of Jaſtice, which the Cabballiſts ſay is the repreſentati- 
'on of Fehovab, whoſe ſheath ( as they call it) is Adone?, from 
whence God mult be drawnout : for it is hee, that mundihes the 
righteous, and burneth the wicked with dark- and obſcure fire. - 
To which that alſo beateth, which is ſaid of the Thrones Ani- 
malls, there ſhall deſcend a Lion enfiamed, that ſhall devour the 
oblations. Theve are Angells committed upon every member 
that finneth, of whom they conſtitute themſelves the bringers 
' on: foreyery man that commits any offence, he ſuddainly dele- ; 
testo himſelf an accufer,which will be no more favourable to | 
Fim then he muſt bezbut will lend him fire from above,to burn | 
- that member that ſhall have treſpafſed. But Jehovab intervenes 
frota above,who with'his water of mercy,quencheth this fire,af- 
cer the party Delinquent ſhall have his ſpots purged. away. And 
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there is but he alone, thatiz the angel of peace,that make the ſouls 
reconcilation with God, ro whom ſhe comes by the interceffion 
of this ſacred name:there is no other name;all that the Zober ſets 
downo,which is as Chriſtian-like ſpoken by a Rabbin which was 
never baptized. he" DI TEANRSg 

That premiled for a ground work of what we ſhall ſay here- 
after, St. Marks Greek text carries it, =Z54 2092 411 aniaineny, 
every ſacrifice ſhall be ſeaſoned with ſale; where the Letiz verſion 
which the Church holdeth,for 29972 a ſacrifice, as in trath this 
Greek word ſignifies, all ſorts of ſacrifices , boftia's , vidima's, - 
and ceremonies : But P orpbyrins in his ſecond book of ſacrifices, 
doth particalarize it ro herbs that men offered to the Gods, 
for from the beginning they did not preſent them! this he ſpake 
of Incenſe, Myrrhe, Benjamin, Storax, Aloes, Labdanumand 
other the like odoriferous gums ; but only certain green herbs, 
as certain firſt fruits of ſeeds thatthe earth produced ; and'trees 
were procreated from the Earth before Animalls, and the earth 
was clothed with herbs, before it produced trees, By reaſon 
whereof,the gathering certain picds of herbs all entire with their 
leaves and rootes, and ſeeds, they burned chem, and ſacrificed 
the odour and fume tbat proceeded therefrom to the Tinmortall 
Gods : and of this exhalation they caſt ,- whick the Greeks call 
Wha: ſufitus, perfumed, whence comes the word Wo/z viima 
ſacrifice, Therefore they do nor refer them properly tg bloody 
ſacrifices, for the Romans for nore then 800 years fince, by Nu- 
mai Ordinance, had no Images of Gods,norother ſacrifiets;then 
dough with falt, which were from thence called 4/d1ivars, thag 
is to ſay, without blood, Hicherto Porphyrie. | 

Tc hath been ſaid heretofore that there was nothing more 
common,nor lefle well known then fire. Andas much we may 
ſay offalt: whereforeit is that 2oſts made {o great account of 
it, as to apply it to all ſacrifices. - Calling it the perpetual Co- 
venant that God made with his people;of which alliance by the 
Hebrews called Berith, th&Ffound three or four marks in the. 
Scripture; The bow of heaven, Gez.9.9. Gen. 19, 2. Circumcitfl-. 
on to Abraham, and the univerſall patien, Numb. 18.19, Fur» 
ther yet the Pa&ion of the Law received in Horeb, Der5.2,8 3. 
The Lord our God madea Covenant with us in Horeb; which 


hath been-time out of mind in fingular -and venerable recom- 
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mendation towards all forts ofpeaple;you bleſs your tables by 
putting on of ſalcſellers(ſaith Arzobins to the Gcntiler.)But T itws 
Livixs in his 26, that they may have a ſaltſc]ler & a diſh or plat- 
ter for Gods cauſe. And Fobricixe,that thrice valiant Roman Cap- 
tain,had never gold nor filver buta lictle drinking cup,whoſe 
foot was of horn,to make his offerings to the Gods, & laltſcller 
to {erye for ſacrifices forbiddding,as P/iziec hath it,in his 33.book, 
12.cb. to have other Silvery then thoſe two. Tt was further- 
more a marke and {ymbole of Amity, as was ſalt: Wherefore 
the firſtthing that they ſerved ſtrangers, comming to them, was 
Salt, to note a firmity of their concrafted Amity. And the great 
Duke of Muſcovie, as Sigiſmand puts it down in his Treatiſe of 
the affairs of Aſſcovie, he could nor do greater honour to thoſe 
that he fayoured: then to ſend thum of his talt. Arobilocws as 
Origen alledgeth againſt Cel{us, among other things,reproacherh 
Lycamba: ho have violateda yery holy and ſacred Myſtery,of the 
amity conceived betwixt them by the (alt & the common table. 
And upon Saiat Harty ſpeaking of Jude,he had not (ſaith 
he) any reſpeR either to the remembrance of their common ta- 
ble, or to ſalt or bread which we did eat together. And' Lyco- 
ow in apoem of Alexander called ſalt £y1ims purifying and 
cleagfing; alluding to tbat of Emripidzs, that the fea waſheth a- 
way all faults from men, for that the ſea which the Pytbagoreans 
becauſe of its bitternefle and ſaltnefle, call ir Sa:wrnes tears, and 
a fit Element,and is nothing but ſalt difſolved in water. And 
certes it.is a thing very admirable, the great quantity that there 
is of ſalt;lith that we hold it for an infallible maxime,that God 
& Nature made nothing in vain. For beſides that there is found 
thereof in the earth, part in liquor which they ſcum off, part in 
yce,ab at Halle in; Saxony, and at Borre in Provence, pars in hard 
rocks, as.in Teplaga a land of Negroes,wherethey carry it more 
then.two. hundred miles off apon theirheads,and traniport from 
hand to, hand by rela; es, even to the Kingdome of T owbnr, ſer-' 
rag Be wavey that paſſeth for currMt in all rhofe quarters, as 
it dath allo inche Province of Caindu in Eaft Tartariz. Accor- 
ding 20 Afar. Palin bis 2book, 38 chap. and alſo that if they 
hav>it.not for all purpoſes intheirmounhs, their gums rot, be- 
canle of the cx:ream heatsthat reign there, accompanied with 
carrupting Mooriſh moitgres; for which reaſ@n they muſt hold 
. thereof 
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thereof continually moiſtening it with a thing that deth hin- 
der putrefaQtion. | 

I have many times made triall very exaQly, that of Sex-water, 
men make ordraw more then halfe of ſalt, caufing the freſti wa- 
ter that is therein, ſweetly ro eyaporate away;what an enormous 
quanitity then would there remaine of ſalt, if the freſh ſubſtance 
of the Sea were there from extrated? There are no ſands or 
deſerts,of what long extenditure ſoever, thatcan compare there- 
with,not by the 2. thouſand part ; for many men wouldequal!, 
yea preferre the Sea in quantity and greatnefſe unto the earth, 
We mult not here dwell long on particalarities that concerne 
{alr. Plinie in his 35. Book Ebap.7. The greateſt part depending 
upon nothing but heareſay, for all cend to no other thing, but 
in theficlt placc to ſhew that there are two ſorts of ſalt ( as tis 
crue) Naturall,and Artificiall. The Naturall growes in flakes, or 
in a rock by it ſelfe,within the earth, as is aforeſaid : the Artifi-- 
ciall is made with ſea-water, or with liquor, 'a$a pickle drawne 
out of ſalt pits,asthey doe in Lorrein,and the French County of. 
Burgundie ; which they boyle and congeale upon the fire. He 
there fheweth many examples,and indeed thoſe which are more 
difficulc to belceve: let the faith be on the ſayerspart,and among. 
others ofa certaine lake of T arentin in Poville, not deeper then 
the height of knees where water in ſummer timeby the Suns 
heat is all converted intorfalt. And in the Province of Bebylen, 
there growes a liquid Bitrzmer, a linle thick, which they wie in 
Lamps in ſteadof oile. This inflamable ſubſtance being ſtripped 
therefrom, there remaines ſalt, there under hidden: as indeed 
wee ſee it by experience that out of every thing that burns there 
may be ſalt extraQted,but thege doth notappear any thing there- 
in but wateriſbneſſe and inflamable unRuofity which muſt be 
taken away by fire, this done ſalt remains inthe aſhes, And this 
ſalt (faith Geber) in his teſtament regaines alwayes the nature- 
and property of the thing from which) ic is extraSed> if this be 
done in a cloſe veſſell that the fpirirs may nor vapor away, for 
there would remaine that which the Goſpell cals fol in/atnatarm, 
as we ſhall ſay hereafter. 


Thebeſt ſalt then that may be, and the wholeſomeſt, is that 
which is made with ſea-water in Bronage. AndJafter tlie cxample 
thereof, that the trough throughout, where the. fale water 4 
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made of clay or glue,as potters earth; and that whereof tiles is 
made; furthermore you mult courry this erough-by Artifice that 
it deink-ast,norſuck wp the water which men' draw therefrom, 
which is done by beating it with a great number of Horſes, Aﬀes, 
| and Maulletstied one to another that they may trample thereon, 
[: ſolong that it be tirme and ſolid, asa ccrtain barns flore to 
threſh wheate. This done, and having hollowed the channels,to 
| putin the water,then we mult have a care that the ſalt-pans be 
bu ſomething lower then the Sea ( Plinjein his 2. Book Chap. 106, 
| ſets downe that faltcannot be made without freſh water) they 
| ſet inthe firſt placea great receptacle where they draw the wa- 
| (e) The firſt ter which is called the(s) 7rd: apd at the end thereof a tluceby 
| recepracteor which having applyed thereunto below a hanch with a ſtopple 
| bondofſalt called the(b) Amezav,they make the water run from the Jard into 
y —_ —_ Parquets,which they cal Conches,8& of theſe Conches giving thereto 


l a requiſite hanging, Dy other ſtopples, 2. in number,called the 
'F - Contr mandy gate of the Poeller, which are therein enchaſed within o- 


| fea-warerpal- gings and means to make the water turne, by divers windings 
'F ſes,one ofthe 


I 16 recepractes 309 channels almoſt after the manner of a Labycinth,which ir 
' whereofſalris doth for a great way before it come to render it {elf at laſt, wich- 

[] made. inthe Pargzets and hollowes where the ſalt muſt be congealed: 
1 alwayes diminiſhing the quantity of water, that the Sun-beames 
havetherein more aRion, and that itbe better warmed before ie 
enter the floores, where it makes its finall congelation. But to 
come thereunto by certaine degrees, and proportionate mea- 
ſures, there are throughout the Paller which they life up and 
downe as thoſe of a mill.. Allthe earth that remaineth, which 
"l men draw;by #he Perguets and the flares they Frronge aboutthem 
I might grounds 25A Trench or rampart, which is called Baſſis of the convenient 
orlicle hils breadth,to-paſſe two horſes a front; which ſerves as well to re- 
raiſed by mens taine the water,asto put uponthe heaps offalt, made and con- 
hands, gealed,called V aches, and to. come' and goe as upon a dike, or 
can{way from one mariſh to another,to ladeand carry-upon the 

bealfs.of carciage of the veſſels. which attend there ncer to the 

{hore : In the winter they content themſelves with bulruſhes 

which they ſell afterwards very well for the profit they draw 

from them :.and that for tear of rains and ſnows, and other acre- 

all moiflures,that woiſten:then anew. And all the rifings are ſo 


oblique, 


If through which ther Parquets called ſoldering or planching wich boord, win-. 
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oblique;and tarni ng;thar for a mile travers of right way; wee 
muſt mike 7.9r 8. ſothat being therein onee caſt a little on; 'one 


- may loſe himſelfe, which knew notrhe addreſſes, or had nota 
© good gtide,by reaſon of therurnings and bridge-ppnes;that mtn 


mtilt goe ro make choice of, to paſſe from one. place to angther. 
Andit would be very hard to make thereof a Chart or deſcripti- 
on, principally in winter, where all is well-nigh covered with 


- water, yet moretoenterinby a ſtrong hand, for coriſervition 
' of theie {alt pirs every year,afcer the heats are -over, the'Stuntior 


being able co make ir,bur in the Months of May, June, Fly, and 
Auguſt, the ſalt makers doe uſe to open certaine Boxds, to ſuffer 
the ſea-water to enter till all the formes and Parquers be covered, 
otherwiſe the froſts wonld deſtroy them: that if while theſalc 


freczeth qrcreameth there come any rain,it is ſogreat a recatd- 


ment(and for fifteen dayes at the leaſt)we muit empty al-che wa- 


ter out of che Parguets,that the rain had altered, and'theteforein 


rainy and cold years,they can very hardly make it. Ba 
Ia this regard, T come to remember an' experiments that'T 


' have tried more then*onc:, which gave tne to think'u herher'ir 


were Ariſtotle, I took: eight or ten pound of common groffe ſalt, 
which I made to dilfolye in hot water, faimming che froth 


. which may bethitre,and being lefe co ſettle, T par the clear by in- 
<clination in a caldron over the fire, where T made all the water 
"evaporate, ſo that the fat remained in the bottome, white as 


ſhow : then IT endeavoured to dry it in aport; giving it at'laſt a 


goo eſtret of fire for four or five houre*, when it was cold I par- 


ted it into four platters of Bewvajs to ſhorten and gain tirne, in 
fair weather ata window where the Sunne came not, and did 
chooſe a moilt time to facilitate thedifſolution, recolleRing eve- 


ry morning that which was reſolved in water, ſo long, that. at . 
theend of ſeven or ioht dajes the ſalrs diſſolution was perfe- 

ed, nothing remaining but I kaow not- what thickneſle or 
Nime,in a (mall quantity which I fet apart, I put all my diffolu- 
tions into Cornues &diltilled all che water which could monnt, 
being very freſh, forthe ſalenefle did not aſcend,butremained fixt . 
in the bottome of the veſſel}, and gave at laſt a good eftret of fire, 
with taves of Cotterer, having broken the Cornues : I put the 
ſalt that therein remained congealed to diffolve in moiſture as 


before, till there remained nothing bue ST and ſlime as - 
; | in. 
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in the former I diſtilled that which aſcended from the water,and 
reiccrated all thoſe Regiments till all my ſale was reſolved and 
diilled into ſalt water, that which came the ſeven or eight time. 
The ſlime I waſhed well with water, to extrat what might bee 
eheRemainder of ſaltneſſe; and fo recalcined and waſkc thema cill 
there reſted nothing but lime or pure earth without eaſt, Of 
this licele (alt that I had extrafted, TL did as I had done with 
others, ſo that all my ſalt, without lofing any of its ſubſtance , 
went away in ſweet water, andin this inſenfible ſlime , which 
came at laſt ro one or two ounces. What then became of che 
ſalcacſſe of this ſalt? Certes herein I have loſt all my Latize, and 
know not whatto ſay thereofgonly ic is gone in verity as I ſay:If 
any one would untie this knot would indeed do me a great plea- 
ſure: I will leave ic to mix with others, to come to the particu- 
lar praiſes of falt, without which ſaith Pl:zze, we could not live 
civilly. All the grace, gentilicy,-ornament, pleaſures and de- 
lights of humane life, caanot bee better expreſſed then by this 
word, which extends allo to the pleaſures of the ſoul,the ſweet- 
nefſe and tranquillity of life, and to a Soveraign rejoycing and 
repoſe of all troubles and ſorrows. Itrenews the pricks and a- 
morous defires to beget ics like, and hath obtained this hono- 
rable quality of Souldiers, and of pleaſant and witty words, 
and joyous meetings, without hurt to any ; from whence it 
fhould be called the Graces. According to which St. Pax! faith 
In the 4 to the Col.6.Let your ſpeech be alwaies with grace, ſeaſoned 
with ſalt, And intheendit is the ſeaſoning of all our viands, 
which without it would remain unſavoury and without taft. So 
that it is ſaid toright ſenſe in the common proverb, there is 
nothing more profitable then the ſun and ſalt. So Plznie dil- 
courſeth thereof, in the place alledged, and Plutarch in his book 
and 4 queſtion of his Sympoſiacques, without ſalt we can cat 
nothing agreeable to thetaft, forbread it ſelf is more ſavoury 
if it be mingled therewith:therefore ordinarily in Churches and 
covering of tables,they couple Neptune with Ceres,for (alc things 
areas it it were an allarement and a ſpur to excite appetite: So 
that before any acher nouriture wee take that which is ſharp 
and ſalt, whereas, if chey begin with others they would in- 
conrinently proſtrate themſelves, That which hath notaſt can 
it be eaten without Salt? ob. 6. 6, Salt alſo renders drink more 
| delictour, 
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delicious, and it is of infinite other uſes and commodities of 
life, that holds more of man; whereas the privation thereof, 
makes ic brutall. Ic is furthermore a mark and ſymbole of 
Juſtice, becauſe it guards and conſerves that to which ir is intro- 
duced and faſten Of Amity alſo, and Gratitude, fatable to. 
thax in the firſt of Eſdrs chap.4. where the Lieutenants of King 
Artaxerxes writ to himiin this manner. We remember th: ſalt thou 
gaveſt us in thy Palace, we wonld n0t failto advertiſe thee faithfully 
of what ſball come to our knowledg concerning tbe ſervice of tby bighneſ?. 
Salt being there put for one of the greateſt obligations that can 
be had, ' becauſe it is a thing pure, neat, holy and ſacred, which 
men firſt ſet on the table. So that Zſ/ebixes in his prayer of the ill 
adminiſtred Ambaſſie, makes great account ofſak, and a pub- 
lick table, -of one City confederate with another. And indeed 
there is nothing more permanent nor more fixt in the fire , nor 
more approachingto its natufe, becauſe it is «mordicant, fharp, 
cart, catting, ſubtill, penetcatjve, pure and neat, fragrant, in- 
combultible.and incorrupbe Yea, that which preſerves all 
ehings from corruption,& by its preparations makes it ſelf clear, 
cryſtalline, and tranſparent as Air; for glaſſe is nothing elſe 
then a molt fixt ſalt that may be extrafted from all forts of afhes, 
and of ſome nearer thea of others;but it is not ſo difſoluble into 
moiſture as common ſale; nor that which is extrated ous of 
aſhes by way of lee, which is liquid with itby ſtrong expreſſions 
of fire, which are notwithſtanding two contrary reſolutions , 
and reſiſting one the other : chiefly afterward from all liquid 
humidity, unuous bur inconſumptible. It is moreover the firſt 
originall as well of mineralls as of tones, and- pretious ſtones , 
yea of all other mineralls. Likewiſe of vegetables and of Ani- 
malls, whoſe blood and urinall humour,and all other ſubſtance 
is ſalted, to preſerve it trom putrefaftion : and in generall, from - 
all mixed and compoſed Elements; which is herein verified that 
they reſolve themſelves into it, ſo that it is as the other life of 
all things; and without it faith the Philoſopher Aorien,nature 
can no wayes work, nor can any other thing be ingendred, ac-. 
cording toRaimwnd Lulu inis teſtament. Whereunto all-chy- 
eicall Philoſophers doe adhere; that nothing hath been created 
here.below, inthe Elementary part better, nor more. pretious 


then ſale, , 
V. 2: There- 
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| There is ſalt then, in-every thing, and nothing can ſabſift but 
forthe ſalt which is therein! mpxed;' which ties the parts: toge= 
ther as a chain, otherwiſe they would all go into ſmall powder, 
and give themnouriſhmene; forthere are wo fabſtances in ſalr, 
the one viſcous, gluiſh,and unQuougof the nature of air, which 
is ſweet; and indeed there is nothing that nouriſheth but whae 
is ſweet the bitter andthe ſalt donot; The other is a duſi,ſharp 
pricking and biting, of thenature offire,which is laxative. For 
*all ſalts are laxative, and nothing doth looſe the body, that par- 
ticipates not of thenature of ſalt:Mark then,wherefore is it that 
thoſe that drink ſalt water die ſpeedily of dylenteries? the ſale 
which is mingled therewith caufing a gnawing in the bowels; 
for there is nothing corroſtve but ſalc, or of the nature of ſalt, 
Kery of it ſelf, ſaith Plizie, /:b. 31, ch. 9. and yetenemy ofaRuall 
fire, for it leaps up and down, it danceth t>ard fro, and crac- 
kles, corroding alſo all to which it is faltened; and drying it,al- 
though it be the ſtrongeſt and molt permanent humidity of all 
others, and it is a moiſtare{ ſaith Gever ) that above all other 
moiltares expeAs an encounter with fire. 

So weeſec in metals, which arenothingelſe but congealed and 
' baked ſalts, by a long and ſuccellive decoRion, within the earths 
entralls, where their humidity isabundant]y fixt by the tempe- 
rate air it meets withall there. And theſe ſalts do participate of 
ſulphar and quickfilver, 'which joined together make a third 
name Metalline falt,which hath theſame faſhion and reſolution 
ascommon ſale; which is taken for a ſymbole of equicy and 
juſtice, as alſo are metals, but for another confideration. For 
melt Gold, Silver, Copper, and other metals together, they wil 
all mingleequally: So that itupon a hundred partsof filver,yea 
ewo hundred you welt one of gold, the leaſt part of this filver,in 
what regard (oever you will take it from the totall maſſe,ſhallin 
reſpe& ofit ſelf, rake its juſt ard equslIportion of gold and no 
more nor lefle, wherefore they zre taken for diſtributive juſtice; 
Bur ſalt is for that threughout, where it attzcheth fleſh, fiſh, 
vegetables, it keeps them from corruption, and conſerves them 
in their entire, and makes them Mrable for many ages, Fire.on 
the contrary,is an evillhoſt, for it ſteaJeth and_deitroyeth all 
that Jodg«th near It, never cealing till it hath converted all into 
aſhes, whence ſalt was extrafted, that was betore therein _ 
taine 
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4 
talned:So that thele tive, rele al,atgomlandconyone together, 
anda with the fermentdimthis, ithat.thoy- conyert all har 
whereyuporthey'can exercife theib; ation. Phuarch-in his book 
and 4 queſti6n) of SympoſiaquesextolVing. alt, ſets. down, "thay 

all fleſh andfifh ehatwas eatis a:deadthings and proceeds from a 
dead body; biitwhen the-faculry of ſals,gomes to baintroduced 
i is as &/fout chat revivifiesangreivesthinz grace ang. ſavar. £ 
it the book 10: queſt. renders a ircaſen why Homer calls {al 
divine;he puts that ſalt is as a temperament and fortification | 

way vo owes body E__ gives Ed ba 

with the appetite. Butitisr $hg vue gt it nam. to 
preſtrve'dead a9 Are adrdunger ves isas to rel deaths 
that which appertains ro Divinity:.T howſbolt (wot ſufferthy hol one 
toes corruption; ) not permitting; that -whas is deprived of Tife 

ſhould periſh ſo ſuddenly in all kinds :butas che foul, that di- 
vine part within us keeps the body alive C a ſnul is glyen to hog 
for their ſafety, Ythis Planie-fetsidown sftertheScoicks. , So fals 

allo takes into its ſafeguard dead fleſh to-keep It from putrefaCtiy 

on; whence the fire of lightning is reputed for diving, hecauſe 
thoſe that have beet! touched therewith, remain, a great. while 
without corruptiony ias ſalt doth on 165-Part »: which Ah this 
property andivertue; which ſheweth the great affinity and agree- 
ment which they have together, Wherefore -Evenns was wont 
to ſay, that fire was the beſt ſauce inthe world,and the very ſame 
is allo attributed to ſale, All which things here above do con- 
ficmethe occaſion for which 2oſes, and. after him Pyibagoree 
made ſo greateſteem of ſalt, to cover under His. Allegorie that 
which they would give to underftand by itz that our ſouls and 
conſciences (ignified by man in St. Aferk , namely, the internall 
man, and our body for the ſacrifice ought to be offered up unto 

God, pure and not ſoiled with corruption; Thatyop offer Pp Jan 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy pleaſing nnto God.,'&c.. | herein was 
there ( it may be ) 2nother reaſon , that moved Moſer. to exalt 
ſalt ſo much}, that according as Rabbi Moſes the Agyptien dil- 

<courſeth at large in-his third book af his Afore, 47;) ch.wherebe 
renders a'partievlrrireaſon for the moſt. part. of Mofaical ceremo- 
monics;his principal aim was to overthrow all Idolatries, cven 

rhoſe of the Foyproans,where they had a greater vogue theneg a” 
ny other part, Heſceing that ar” Pricks fo greatly deteſted ſal, 

#:Þ 3 | 


that 
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that they would not uſe it inaay ſorti,. for; that of the fea from 
whence it proceeded; intlic bitterneſſe whereof, the ſweet ſub- 
tance of Nils wentto loſe and falt it ſel;which they held co be 
for the radical{ moiſture from whence all-things here bclow do 
fprout and nouriſh themſelves in deſpite of thera, and: contrary 
to their traditions; he would thereof make a form of alliance &* 
paQtion from God with theſewiſhpeople;that all their oblations 
fhould be accompanied with ſalt :- And in the 2 of Paralip. 13. 
5 chap. It is ſaid, that God gaveto David and his children the 
| Sram, "0 cf Tſrael by a Covenant of Salt; that is to ſay,meſt firm, 
and indifſoluble ; for that falt hinders corruption. And there- 
fore the Saviour choſe his Apoſtles ro be as the ſalt of men; that 
isto ſay, to deliver the pureand incorruptible do&rine of the 
Goſpel'; and'to confirm them firm periiſtent faith, as wel by 
words as deeds. The Cabaliſts penetrating further into the 
myſteries incloſed therewithin , meditate certain ſubtilcies by a 
rac of Ghematric, called Ghilcal , which conſiſteth in equiva- 
lencies of Numbers, which the Hebrewes afligne unto Letters. 
Thoſe of this word Adzslecb which lignifieth ſalc, mounts in theic 
—_— to 78. for Mem valued 40. Lamed 30. and beth $. or. 
divided in any ſort that.you will;alwaies there will reſult a cer- 
tain number, repreſenting a myſtery of Divine names ;. the half 
which makes 39. mount to asmuch as the letters of Cbuzx; the 
ſcabbard or covering of this-great Name for cepb.val. 20.vax 6.2, 
7.and theother ax 6,if in g parts,cach wil mount to 26. which is 
the number tetregrammaton Fehovab, van making 10.be 5.924 6.8% 
be'5. In fix parts this will be 13, foreach, which are <quipol- 
lent to the number of Piety. In 13.there are 6: which vax is va» 
faed at, a letter repreſenting cternall life, - beſides that. fix is the 
firſt perfe& number, becauſe his parts do conſticure it., his ſixt 
namely I; his thirds: andits halfe 3, which perfeRtion hath not. 
any one of the ocher numbers, andin fx dayes the ſtrufture of 
the Univertc” was perfeted.. 

There areother myfteries inthe Scripture in 26: will be the 
number 'of the moſt holy & ſacred Trinitie,for three times 26. 
makes 78.In39.twice;which Beeb ſtands fora ſymbole.ofa word, 
wherethe fecond perſon,and the houſe of 1de<'s.of the Archetype, 
which Plats hath well acknowledged, Ariſtotle nox. And finally 
87; denotes a8 many unities, whereof cach repreſents the unity od 

ne 
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the eſſence of one God alone. The ſame is in the Lechem bread, 
which is an anagramof the former,and conkiſteth of the ſame let- 
ters. It was therefore ſome cauſe ofthe Proverb, To eat (alt with jh 
bread. Rabbi Selomon upon he places aforeſaid, of Gods alli» 
ance with hispeople, defigned by ſalt, by which is anderſtood 
the Ecernall paRion of the great Prieſthood of the 'Meſfiah , 
brings us a form of an Allegory, very. ſtrange and phancaſftick. 
That the waters here below do mutiny, that they are ſeparated 
from the ſuperceleſtiall, having che firmament ſet betwixt them; 
by means whereof,, God:to appeaſethem, promiſed that they 
ſhould be perpetuaſly in his ſervice, in all offerings , ſacrifices, 
as he did afterwards in the Law, which hee gave to the Jeez, 
Wbatſoever thou (þalt offer to the Lord, thow ſhalt ſeaſon wn with 
ſalt. iz tate : f | 
Yetthere are divers ſorts of fale, that have different proper- 
tics and vertues, according to the things from which they are 
extracted; for ſalt retains a propricty of the thing from whence 
iteame, faith Geber in his Teſtament, yea as many odors, and 
fapors as there are, they all do depend upon ſalt , for where 
there is no alt, there is no ſmell nortaſts and yet ofall the tafts 
which Plutarch in his Naturall cauſes doth limit to eight, Plinie 
lib, 15. cap. 27.cxtends them to 13. there is not one, that Is noe 
ſale, becauſe taſt (as P/ato will have it )comes from water, which 
creep athwart the ſtalk of every paphand keeps the faltneſs that 
It cannot paffe as it is more groſſe and terrefiriall, as wee (ee in 
ſea-water when it isdiſtilled; where when they paſſe itthrough 
ſand, where it leayes irs ſfaltneſſe. But it may be ſaid to Plato,thae 
the taſt doth not only ly in plants, but alſo in Animallsand mi- 
ncralls, and all other compounded Elements. It is that which 
he and Ariffotle and other rationall Philoſophers, are. only fatif- 
tied with, that which their argumeuts and diſcourſe do imprine 
in their phantaſies : eſte:ming that .it cannot be otherwiſe, then 
that which their reaſons do demonſtrate unto them,for the moſt 
partfaſfe and erroneous; ; there were if. they, would penetrate 
emplrickly by the experiments,they might have been ſhewed by 
the finger of theeye,the truth of the thing,they might have been 
better aſcertaitied therein; as the Arobians have fince done; and 
the Chymicall Philoſophers, who will affurethemlelves of no- 
thing, but what they have oftentimes tried without variation 
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to the Tots Tels i thifime Gf all Natyralifis,rectived for Infal- 
leh ts e trapſparence; comes from this, when-the water in 
wo ton, bach tmixtion ſupetabounds, over the earth, and 


Fon the eontrary; ht x erreſtreity\ minates the 
bt a few acchnih' 'tremiifible crime Leſa Alan 
lis 4 thereof, Foy who'is there that doubreth it, will 


& fa t wr is nor (0? 1 will ly that it is';,,ro whom ex- 
nee) the contrary,at lealtfor that the caule of tranſ- 
We FE 8 ane Dl Hr nor my form-that-which:they 
lodge, T ryſtall atdpaſſe tt fiever fy.clink chreughihot 
hen Stk 2onewouldrolt a cheſtinaryolt wil find icall dark, 

wi hour a Fs more tranſparence within'sr withour in theſuper- 
fictes,and that urge any toflz of irs ſuhitanee,or diminution. of 
by One don the cqntrary in a firong exprellion of. fire 
bourN porn ie fea thier whichnothing cati be darker, it will 
onverti dts a fottiie of s hyactf ſorrantparent, that one may 

24 Tran fercer through cz” {c tiough. it were an-inch thick, and 

ts PT ba: the fame fre retuneinto vp opey po fnco an 
X Zhen thde} brofoludd©vntdiaplavers: ofi nature, ey do: « 
tefts, 12d beer illingiss accompany their Imaginary diſcourſes, 
with experience chat Teveales infinite ſecrets by fire, they could 
never have. allen fntotuch. abfiUtties+ and had manifetily ſeen 
without any ay ajl argbftide alt full of things whereof they res 
ku maine in ceſs dFacd donbt not having ſpoken therein but 
v Hb men and'b y -pueſſe, for we cannot diſcover the {ſecrets of 
$ to protted therefn direatly, nor-come toir by entring on 

is he migner of fpetch, by thefotegate: for natue goeth 

> ther wo! tes farelyart 3h fectetas by:che- polterne. gate.: or by 
Gilg 1 tas ders” Tr the wiſidowts : Tie Greek - call that 
zaves, folhtion : No man can Knowthe compoſition of a thing, 
ſaid Geher' Sly wel ths was' ignorant of its.deſtruRion. And 
this js fone by fire, which ſeparates the parts,as hath:been ſaid 
bef, are. There are | let! two divers fiblances of-falr, therefore ir 
eauleth divers « E &s,rhe one is iweet, glocwous and-influmable, 
of the riatdrevFalre;/nourihing; binding. Theother ſharp,mwr= 
dicaat and ſeparative: that begets-nothing.) [The Poets. in abric 
chologtes have called whis the” Ocian;' and dhe: (wer: whore- 
poets the pickIbofthe'Scats OILS mace m_ Feibys 
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as Plutarch hath it ia his Oſiris which giveth milk toand nou> 
riſheth all chings. Bat ſimple water of it ſelfe alone would not 
be ſutficient to nouriſh, if ic were not aſſiſted with things faſte. 
ned to the earth,the talc therein incloſed and therewith mingled, 
baving a ſweet and glutinousunRuolity, for as in the Sea-water 
there are two ſubſtances, ſweet and ſalc, there are ſubalternate- 
ly ewo in faſt : But we cannot ſay that they doe nouriſh or pro- 
duce any thing, Therefore is it, that they aſe to raze Traiters- 
houſes,and ſow them with ſalt as reputed unworthy to produce 
any more. Salt indeed produceth nothing as it is, where its 
ſweet ſubſtance is ſodrowned with the ſalr, that it cannot ex- 
preflc itfelfe in aftion;fo as it is, except it be freed out of priſon, 
for the ſaltnefle predominates over it, and covers it- But for re- 
plication thercunto which was ſaid before, that freſh water a- 
lone, doth neither nomifhnor produce any thing : which we ſee 
to the contrary, by cxperience in meny waterith herbs that grow 
in the midſt of waters,and in flints that ic engenders ſhelis, and 
fiſhes, and wormes : to be ſhort, that its procreation doth extend 
to the three compoſed kinds of Minerals, Vegetables,& Animals: 
And indeed put little pebbles in a phial, and water thereon, e- 
very day,renewing it daily,attheend of certaine time, you will 
find them ſo great, and ſobigge, that they cannot come out at 
theneck by which they were put in. But indeed all this proceeds 
from the {lime, which is mingled with the water, as frogs, and 
other things, which are procreated in the middle Region of the 
aire of the (lime which the Sun b:ams hath thence raiſed with 
the water,for al rains,ſnowes,and other ſuch impreſſions partici- 
pate much of the {lime; from thence it comes that the ſnow 
doth ſmoak and farten the earth, and the water of raine, is more 
connaturall to trecs, he: brs,and (reds, chictiy thoſe which fall by 
ſtormes and thunders, then thoſe of wels and rivers: whereof 
Plautareb forceth himſelfe to bring forth many reaſons in natu- 
rall cauſee,which haveno great apparence ; There is yet more to 
ſay,for that they are better baked and accompanied with more 
ſubtle and hor ſlime, and ace otlighter concoQion and nouriſh« 
ment then plants, as of meate in the ſtomach of Animals, ſome 
more then others, where the waters here below are more raw 
and indigeſted: we infiſt a little in watery becauſe ſalt is nothing 
elſe, but water mingled and ſetled wn” 2-4 and burned earth, of 
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the nature of fire which makes it bitter and (alt, So that before 
wepaſſefrom this lubjeR of freſh water,we will here couch upon 
an experiment of more care things from whence come many taic 
& ſcret confiderations.Sweet water is a body ſo homogeneal,that 
it would ſcem to the fight fo cleare, tranſparent, and liquid,in all 
Its parts,reſembling to ic ſelfe, that there is in.is but one only 
fubltance : ſince that by d ſtillations ſhee pafſeth all. But yet 
there is another found ſubſtance,ſolid,and compact,ia the tor me 
of earth,mingled with its liquid homogeneity, which it ſeparates 
by Artifice, and itis that which Ariflotle faith in the (warme of 
Philoſophers. The earth is concreat by the groffenefle of the 
water. And this may be- ſeene with water agitated and beaten 
and after redifiilled many times, alwayes ſeparating the fitc or 
fixth part which ſhall pate the fieſt. You mult then take a good 
quantity of wel water,or the ſame of fountaine,river or rain wa- 
ter, and let it ſettle twenty or thirty houres untill there be ſome 
ordure or {lime, it ſeparates it ſclte, 
Take of this water as you-may lay forty pintes, and: cauſe the 
halfe to vapour away by very eafie fire, thatit boile not, put 
theſe twenty pintes apart,and take new water as above,of which 
you ſhall evaporate the moity ; and ſo long continue it,that you 
may have well a hundred: pintes halfe evaporated , from this 
one hundred, make to evaporate thirty pintes, and of ixty, ten, 
ewenty.of fifty, that ſhall remain twenty of thirty, ten, and of 
ewenty,ten ; and caſt away all theſe {limes that ſhall retide, for 
they are nothing worth,and are but immundicity and ordure, 
nnto the ſcaventh or eighth evaporation or diſtillation, afcer 
which there will appeare in your water infinite little atomes a1:d 
little bodics.; which at laſt by little and little will be congealed. 
into one ſolid ſu>ftance,of a grilly colour,ſoftas dough: Of which . 
Thaveſeen ſuch admirable effefts that men wanld bardl; beleeve'it ; 
in Cankers,Gangrenes, Hemorrbagies, bloody flax, Women newly laid. 
in bed ; and at noſe diſesſes in tbe ſtomach, aud infinite other ſuch acci- 

demts that no terra ligillata nor Bolarmoniac coxld. compare with. 

Yowmay make your round pills impaſting them with the laſt 

waters that were extradted, which are alſo of greatvertue, to waſb 

wound:,imvetirate Maladies of the ſtomach, and other the like 5 where= 
fieyoumeſt keeps: them well, You may alſo calcine itfor fix or 
Rven-houres in a ſmall pot well laced,and caſting thereon vine-- 
| gar 
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#ar diſtifled,boiling, diſſolving one part, nouriſhing the relt ; 
calcine it againe, and diſſolve ir cill you have all the ſale which 
will be white and of ſweet taſt,make it diſſolve to oile, you may 
draw from thence great effe&s even oupon Gold. But fca-water 
is yet of moreefficacy then. that of wels and rivers, ſweet water 
(1 ſay) which ſhall be ſeparated from (alt by diſtillation: which 
would becaſie to do near the Sea, having to that end foure or 
five alembics of leaden earth,and yer more of ſweet water which 
is drawne by diſtillation of falt reſolved in liquor to humidity. 
But there is yer another manner of proceeding, in the ſepara- 
tion of the ſubſtances of common water : and more ſpirituall 
chen the precelent. Take very clean water out ofa well, river or 
fountainglet it ſettle twenty foureHoures,and take the pure and 
the eleare, which you ſhall pur in veſlels of Bearcvors earth : well 
ſtopped to purrifie in hot dung fourty dayes, renewiag it two or 
three times every week,filter the water, and give only five or ſix 
boylings,ſcumming off che ſcurfes that ariſe thereon with a fea- 
cher, then put it in Corner of glaſſe,not putting thereia but the 
chird part,or the moity at moſt, of that which they may con- 
taine and difſtill of two parts three; then change the Recipient, 
and ac:ompliſh to diſti]]all the water, but with an eafie fire. 
Then ſtrengthen the fire, by little and little, till you fee ſmall 
fames alcend,continue this degree of fire, with increaſing untill 
it mount no more. Let the fire quench of it ſelfe and recoole the 
veſſel! ; chengather the ſalt which ſhall be fo elevated towards 
the beck of the Corzue,and within the recipient, and keep it in a 
veſſel of earth,very cloſ: and ſealed in a warm and dry place that 
it melt not, nor dilfolve. Put the Cornze to againe with that 
which remains in the bottome,and (trengthen the fire untill you 
fee a reddiſh oile , end your diſtillation, after ceaſe the fire. Take 
the black feczs,that remain in the bottoms, tampe them, and put 
them in a ſublimatory of good earth, of an inch thick, and no 
more, for {x houres, firſt alittle fire,then reinforceit for twelve 
others, til] the ſublimatory be red, the fire being alwaics inthe 
{ame degree: let ir coole and gather the faſt which will be moun» 
ted,and keep it as the former. This is the ſecond ſal Armoniac 
wvolatill,which is extraQted from the water : and the one, and the 
ther, have great power to the diflolution of gold, carryins no 
danger with then as your common ſal Armonjac may doc, which 
X 2 3th 
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hath bad qualicies in it,there, where this is extraQed from a ſub- 
ſtance ſo tamiliar to mans body,which is ſweet water.Now take 
4 all the feces & reſidences, which remain in the bottame of the yel- 
's fe], bruiſe them, and make themdifolve inthe firſt water, which 
you ſhall have diſtilled, after you have. warmed it a little; that ie 
may difſoly: the falt thatmay be there, Let them repoſe,then eva- ' 
cuate,and put them to diſtill with halte the water; Then change | 
the Recipient,znd with a little ſtronger fire,diltill the Surplaſage | 
of the water, and keep them each a part,in a cold pace, But doe | 
not perfect to congeal all the ſalt in the bottome of the veſſel, | 
but leave therein a little moiſture,to create flakes of ice. If it be 
not white enough, let it calcine for three or foure houres in a | 
pot of earth not leaded, after difſolve it in the ſecond wateryfilter 
and congealc ir,and keep it in adry place, for this is ſalt fixand 
fuſible. If in drawing the firſt Sa/armoniac,volatill, the foule oile 
that is nothing worth mounts with it, you mult pur ſalt and. 
oile in new water, and depure and putritie itas before, which 
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f was to begin againe, therefore we muſt goe wiſely to worke. 
: There is another manner of proceeding therein, which-is ſhor- 
[ ter,for there are more wayesto one intent,and to one end, faith. 


eber. Take raine or fountain water, put itin a Cormwe, upon 
the ſand with a {low tire: anddiſtill thereof a fourth parr,which 
is more rare and ſubtill. Continue afterwards the diſtillati- 
on even to-the feces, which you-calt away. And ſee that you 
| have good fiore of this meane ſubſtance, with which, you ſhall 
il reiterate the diſtillation ſeaven times, being alwayes the fourth 
partthat will firſt iflue out, which isthe phlegme, and the feces 
 arethe{lime. In the fourth, you ſhall begin co ſee the ſulphuri- 
tizs of all colours in the torme of huskes aud. pieces of gold. The 
ſeaven diſtillations being perfe&ted putyour meane ſubſtanee in 
an alembec, to the fire with a ſoft bath: and draw that which. 
may aſcend, which ſhall be yet of phlegme, then you ſball-ſce 
created little ſtones,and pieces of ailcolours which. will goe to 
the bottome : ſtay your diſtillation,and let them ſettle,then eva- 
cuate that which remains ſweetly with water c.and.doeſo, with 
all your mean ſubſtance, and make there little flones to multi- 
i ply inthe bath. When you ſhall bave enough dry them in the 
Fe Sun,or,hefore an ealie fire, and put them ina glaſſe-bottle well 
ſealed, with the fire of a lampe or the like, for three or foure 
months,. 
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months,and your matter will be .congealed and fixed except a 
certaine ſmall portion thereot,which will ariſe along the ſides of 
the veſſel! : This here is the mean lubtance, of the firlt matter of 
all chings,which is water. Buc that we be not deceived or aby- 
ſed, all theſe praRiſes,which arebut an image and portrait halfe 
rudely hewen out of the manner which we muſt hold in the cx- 
tration of liquors. From whence they reſolve of themſelves in- 
ro moifture,a!l ſorts of ſalt, as well common, as Sal2lkali, tartar, 
and other thelike, the ſweet oleaginous ſubſtance twimming 
above the water: with the ſalt and bitter, which there remain» 
eth diſſolved,and after the extraftion of the water, remaineth a 
congealed ſalt in the bottome thatis to ſay, to ſeparate the oile 
from ſalts : which cannot bedone without great artifice : But 
itis not reaſonable to diſcover it, and divulge all openly; but to 
reſerve ſomething therein, for f ar ofdoing wrong to the curi- 
ous endeavours of ſome learned men who have taken ſo much 
paines and travail, to come to the knowledge of theſe fine. 
ſecrets. | 

It hath pleaſed me in ſome ſort to runne through the foreſaid- 
experiments of water as well for the importance and rarity which. 
they have, as for that it depends upon {alt whereof water makes 
the principall part: and likewiſe of the ſeazftrom whence ſepara»: 
ting the ſweet ſubſtance the ſalt remains ſolid congealed , and of. 
this ſalcreſolved by icſeltz, tro moiſture, they extra by diltilla- 
tion the greateſt part of ſweet water ; by meanes whereof, with=- 
out departure from this ſubje& of ſalt, it will notbe amilſle, to. 
touch here ſomething of the Sea, whoſe water is as a body, the 
falc encloſed not perceiveable to the faght,but well tothetalt, are 
the vitall ſpirits, and the oleaginous inflamable ſubſtance enve- 
lopped within the (alc; the ſfoule, and the life of the nature of 
aire, or of wind; remember becauſe wind is my life. There are 
then ewo ſubſtancesin the Sea, andby conſequentin ſalt, the 
one liquid, and volatile, which aſcends upward, and is doubte, . 
water namely and oile ; the oneand the other ſweet and freſh : 
And the other fix, and (ſolid, which is bitter and ſalt ; wherefore 
it was that Homer called the Ocean the father of Gods andof 
men, for by ſtretching out of all fide crofſewiſe, the Conduits 
' and ſpongioſities of the earth which hee holds encompaſſed” 


roundabout; asadry hanging on to ſome rock there v—_ 
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by a _—_— offiature is made a [ſeparation of ſubllances of 
the freſh;namely, and of the ſalt: for the Marine water, paſſeth 
i through theſe Conduits,they unſalt it,even as they ſhould dittiil 
it by an Atembic ot Gornxeor as one ſhould paſſe ic through ſand 
many times, part whereof ſhould remaine baked in the earth for 
the produQtion and nouriture of vegetables: partpaſieth through 
ſprings,wells, and fountaines, whence all flouds and rivers are 
ormed, Eccleſ. 1.7. All rivers runne into the Sea, yi the Sea is not 
full, unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they returne a= 
| Kan And part clevares it ſelfe alott, by imeanes of the Sun and 
{tarres,which draw and ſuck them, as well tor their nouriture, 
as for the formation of raines,ſnowes,hailes, and other aqueous 
expre(ſons in the aire, The falt which is more groſſe, heavy and 
cerceſtriall remains inviſqued in theveines, and conduits of the 
carth, where heat incloſed bakes it,digeits, alters, and changes it 


[ into another nature for the produttion of all forts of Minerals, 
|: by meanes of the portion of freſh water mingled therewich, which 
| diflolves and waſheth off cheſe ſalts, ſo that finally, having beca 
'y broughe co their laſt perfe&ion according to natures intention, 


ſhee enformes that which (hee hath determined. The Sea then is 

1 net fo barren and unfruitfull as ſome poets and Philoſophers 
b | have made it,P/ats himſelte, in his Phedon, where he faith, that 
} nothing could be there procreated worthy of Jepiter : becauſe 
4 all the Animals procreated therein are wild, untameable and i1,- 
| docill, and in which there is neither amity nor ſweetneſſe. Bu 
i what ſhall we fay of the Doſphin that ſaved Arion,and of many o- 
1 thers, alledged by Plutarch in his treaty ; Whar animalls ace the 
; wiſeſt, thoſe on land, or thoſe in the water ? otfiſhes likewiſe 
wherewith the Indians are ſerved,as with a chained Grayhound? 
But icis very ſmal,ro take fiſh,neverletting go what he hath once 
faſtned on. Truely a Brach nor couching ſpaniel], cannot bee 
more\pirituall, or dociblethen this fiſh, at lealt it it betrue what 
isrelated to have often times been ſeen by the eye, in the thir- 
teenth booke of Gonzals 4 Ovidieds of his naturall hittory of the 
| Tndier. Chip 10, And of Peter Martyr, of anotber fort of fifÞ called 
| Manati,which being taken at Sea very little, and from thence pur mio 
| \ 4 ſtanding lake, became tame, P14 privurely wanld 61 ne, and takt bread 

from wens hand! : and wonld mot faileto comt a gord may off, when bee 

was call-4,Jeaving himſelfe to be ha*dled as their pleaſure, aud carried 

them 
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th:m pou bis back,a1 on abridge croſſe the lake, from one ſide to the 0- 
ther : But freſh water fiſhes,are they more docile chen thoſe of the. 
Sea? The Azyprian Preifts, above all others abhorred the Sea, 
calling it thefinall end,the death,and deſtruQion of all things:be- 
cauſe the water thereof, killeth all Animalls that drink thereof: 
and is as the ſepulcher of all rivers, that goe loſe themielves and 
die therein;and the earth is the fame for all bodies, from whence 
noneare ſpewed out. To this parpoſe Chiis in the Zohaer deplo- 
© ring the death of Rabbi Simeon author thereof, after he had caſt 
© himſelfe on the earth and embraced him,uled ſuch a language,0 
© earth,earth, duſt, dxft, how hard and unpitifull art chou? For 
* whatſoever is moſt defireableto the {ight, thou makeſt old and 
© deformed, thou breakeſt in peices the ſhining Columnes of 
© the world. How doeſt thou quench the cleare reſplendent lights 
© which received theirs from theeternall living ſpring, where- 
© with the whole world was illaſtrated ! The Princes and 
© Potentates given to the people to governe them, and to admi- 
© niſter Juſtice unto them,by which they are maintained,and ſub- 
© filt, wax old and cnd in thee : and thou remaineſt alwayes per- 
< jiltent in thy ſelfe,not being able to ſatisfie or ſatiate thy lelfe 
© with ſo many bodyeszthat returne thither : ſo that the world 
© js therein confounded and loſt>and afterwards renewes it ſelf of 
a ſuddaine. But for the regard of the Sea, the A 2ypiian Prielts 
hatit in ſuch deteſtation, that they could not endure to ſee the. 
very Mariners,nor the Iſlanders as people which on all parts 
were cut off from humane commerce. And the Britains, (lepa= 
rated from the world by an element which they ſay is the fifeh,) 
ſo auſtere,outrageous, and unpittiable : and for that caule they 
abſtained from ſalt,becruſe that among other things it provoked 
to laſciviouſneſle. The occaſion alſo for which they ſo much re- 
je&ted the Sea,was ſomething mylticall and allegoricall : becauſe 
it doth not waſh ſpots or uncleanneſle. So that Hower made,and 
not without reaſon,that Nauſicas Alcinom daughter, walhed ber 
linnen andclorhes in a fountaine of freſh water on the Sea ſhore, 
for the truth is that Sea-water doth not waſh, That which Ari 
flotle, (as Plutarch puts it) in the firſt of the Sywpoſiaques 9. que- 
ſtion,referre to the pickle wherewith the Sea-water is alway es 
filled, fo that there being nothing empty therein ic could receive 


No filthineſſe, And lecyis it not the ſame; yea more full of ſalt;. 
yea.. 
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yea more unctuous and fat thenthat of the ſea? ſo that accor- 
ding to Ariſtoiles teſtimony, men: put (ea-water in their lamps, 


-to make them ſhine clearer, and cait upon the flames. it becomes 
lighted; in which there may be'alſo myſtery contained, . con- 


cerning fire and ſalt, ad their affinity together. 

Join hereunto that wee may ſee'that ſalt is an enemy to all 
filthineſſe and uncleennefſe, and. will not tÞercto adjoin or 
aſſociate; no more then fire, which will nothing but pure things, 
{aid good Raimund.Lullins. Yet to the aforeſaid purpoſe, Plutarch 
in his naturall cauſes, ſets down that the ſea-water,doth neither 
nouriſh nor tced, trees, or plants; becauſe being grofle and hea- 
vy Itcannot mount into their ſtalks, which thicknefſe and groſ- 
Nefſe is ſeen,for that carryeth greater burthens then the freſh wa- 
ter: and this comes trom the ſelr therein dillolved , end it is 
earthly and conſequently more unealy to finke. Moreover trees 
being ( according to the opinicn of Plato, Democritus, Anaxagoras, 
and others, )aterreſtriall Animall,it cannor give itnouriſhment; 
for bitter doth not nouriſh, but ſweet only. But what ſhall wee 
ſay of ſo many fiſhes that are procreated and nouriſhed in the 
ſea, of herbs alſo, and of trees? Franciſco de Oviedo lib. 2.ch, 5. ſets 
down that in the firſt diſcoverie of Chriſtopher Columbus , they 
found as of great green and yellow medowes in the main lea , 
more then two hundred leagues from land , of certain herbes 
called Sa/gazzi,which go floring on the top of the waters,as the 
winds carry them from one fide to another. In the relation of 
Franczs Vlloa, he fetsdown that the rootof the herbs , whereof 
he gives the deſcription andfigure, do not fink more then 12 or 
15 fadome in the water, yellow yet, as wax. 

But wee ſufficiently ſee trees and buſhes growing along the 
ſea-ſhore, and even in the very fea: yet Plxtarch inſilteth that thoſe 
that grow along the ſhore of the Red-ſea, are there procreated & 
EOuriſhed with the flime which the flouds carry thither, and fall 
therein, which he might have ſpoken more properly of the grea- 
ter ſea, otherwiſecalled Pontus Enxinu. And Plinie lib. 18, 
cha. 22. that the herbs which grow within the water are nou- 
riſbed with rains: butit would foilow, thatif ſo, they thog}d 
procreate in all other places where it rains inditferently. 

Ariſtotle with better reaſon refers it to the groſſe and undu- 
ous ſaltneſſe which is therewith mingled, Salt being fat and 
| unQuous , 
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Of Fire and Salt, 6 
unAuous, which isthe cauſe that ſalt water doth not ſo eafily 
nch fire, as freſh water.But this ſaJeneſſe is equall throughour 
all the (ca. Plinie himſelf ib. 1g, c. In, ſpecifies , Certain kerbes 
which ſalt waters do much profit. Theſe areſecrets of Nature 
ro which mans diſcourſe can hardly arrive, For berbs by a 
rovidence thereof may well ſuck and draw from ſale water, a 
# or ſweet ſabſtance wherewith they are procreated and nou- 
riſhed as the fiſhes. 
Bat this is not our principall drife : we have here endeavou- 
red to fhew that'Salt is not anfruirfull,bue the cauſe of fertility - 
 proyoking yenereall appetite, whence Vein in ſaid to bebegot- 
ten of thefea; rf men' give fat umto animalls toheat them the 
more, and make themed ſalt as Pinterch puts it in his 3.queſton 
of Naturalltanfes. And'wee ſee by Sor eas + thar in ſhips 
laden with-file; rears attd mice , are fodner engendred then in 
othershis which malt fo mich the morecry fftin re 
gard of holy things, from whence all mutability and lubricicy 
muſt be banniſhed;- but ſalt is in the number of things that are 
applycd to the good, and to the bad part. Ofthe good we have 
heretofore alledged many places. Of the bad for the fterility , 
Goo. nc 5:A tt thatt : wild i 
is now the ſea of falt. And in the 19. chap. 26. asalſo in the 10.. 
of Wiſdome,v. 7.of Lot:+wite, who for her incredulicy and diſo- 
beying the Angels voice, ſhe was turned intoa pillar offale:And 
Fudges 9.45.the habitations of Rebells and Traitors were razed ' 
and (owed with-ſalt. Ang ip {0c '{t Zephaniab v.g. Woab (hall 
be as Sodowre, a deſolation'of nettles, and thiltles and heaps of. 
ſale. 
But we ſee upon the ebbing and flowing of the alt pits in - 
the Marſhes of Zaigtonge, where they empty thedurt , which are 
as ſalt as the ſea ieſelf, where it produceth the beſt wheac,. that 
" poſſ : 3 excetfere-wines - 
alſo: But there is another confideration in that,as in Marle,and 
| in the dry places of Ardonne, where they burne the cuttings of - 
wrees, of 7 or $ years, as alſo quick chalk which ſupplies the 
place ofdung in their grounds: for thoſe aſhes would produce 
nothing of themſelves, no more then Marle or ſalt, but they are 
the cauſe of produfion becauſe they warm and fatten the land. 
There isyet another reaſon , that Plutgrch alledgerh, That 
—_ throughous : 
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_ throughout where there is Salt nothing can grow thick, orbe 
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An excellent Treatiſe oc, 


cloſe'togerther:which conſtipation would hinder herbs.co thruſt 
out: Moreover many medicaments and remedies do.come from 
Galt: whereupon I will not here loſe time, on that which Plane, 
Dzoſcorides and athers,have ſet down and treated of curſorily and 
in haſt, with cloſed eyes one after another , - not having made 
proof thereof, a&d to this,it is fo triviall and beaten as nothing 
more,but will touch here, in paſlingthe Countrey, an experi- 
ment, whereof -1 have ſeen very admirable effe&ts in burning 
feavers and ungquictnefle, where they could nor take reli,It is 
a frontall made in this manner, | VHS 
Take the yolk ofa freſh Eg,and as much groffe falt,beat them 
together in ſhape of an ointment, which you ſhall apply to your 
forehead, between two folded linnen clothes: It doth not 
coole the brain, nor caule ſuch accidents; as conſerve of Ro- 
(cs do, Oxyrbediavn likewiſe, and brings much more comforte. 


—_ 


